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LOCATION OF INDIAN SETTLEMENTS IN WISCONSIN 



CORPORATE CHARTER OF THE BAD RIVER BAND OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS 



OF THE BAD RIVER RESERVATION, WISCONSIN 
Ratified May 21, 1938 



Whereas, the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians of the 
Bad River Reservation in Wisconsin is a recognized Indian tribe organized under a Con 
stitution and By-laws ratified by the Band on May 23, 1936 and approved by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior on June 30, 1936 pursuant to section 16 of the Act of June 18, 
1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378); and 

Whereas, more than one-third of the adult members of the Band have petitioned that 
a charter of incorporation be granted to such Band, subject to ratification by a vote 
of the adult Indians living on the Reservation; 

Now, therefore, I, Oscar L. Chapman, Assistant Secretary of the Interior, by Vir- 
tue of the authority conferred upon me by the said Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat.984), 
do hereby issue and submit this charter of incorporation to the Bad River Band of the 
Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians of the Bad River Reservation to be effective 
from and after such time as it may be ratified by a majority vote in an election in 
which at least 30 per cent of the adult Indians living on the Reservation shall vote. 

1* Corporate Existence . In order to further the economic development of the Bad 
River Band of Chippewa Indians of the Bad River Reservation in Wisconsin by confer- 
ring upon the said Band certain corporate rights, powers, privileges and immunities; 
to secure for the members of the Band the means of an assured economic independence; 
and to provide for the proper exercise by the Band of various functions heretofore 
performed by the Department of the Interior, the aforesaid Band is hereby chartered 
as a body politic and corporate of the United States of America, under the corporate 
name "The Bad River Band of Chippewa Indians." 

2. Perpetual Succession , The Bad River Band of Chippewa Indians shall, as a Feder 
al Corporation, have perpetual succession, 

3. Membership , The Bad River Band of Chippewa Indians shall be a membership cor- 
poration. Its members shall consist of all persons now or hereafter members of the 
Band, as provided by its duly ratified and approved Constitution and By-laws. 

4. Management . The Tribal Council of the Bad River Band of Chippewa Indians esta- 
blished in accordance with the said Constitution and By-laws of the Band, shall exer- 
cise all the corporate powers hereinafter enumerated. 

5. Corpor ate Powers , The Band, subject to any restrictions contained in the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States, or in the Constitution and By-laws of the 
said Band, shall have the following corporate powers, in addition to all powers al- 
ready conferred or guaranteed by the tribal Constitution and By-laws: 

(a) To adopt, use, and alter at its pleasure a corporate seal. 

(b) To purchase, take by gift, bequest, or otherwise, own, hold, manage, oper- 
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ate, and dispose of property of every description, real and personal, sub- 
ject to the following limitations: 

(1) No sale or mortgage may be made, except to the United States, of 

any land, or interests in land, including water power sites, wa- 
ter rights, oil, gas, and other mineral rights, now or hereafter 
held by the Band within the boundaries of the Bad River Reserva- 
tion. 

(2) No mortgage may be made by the Band of any standing timber on any 

land now or hereafter held by the Band within the boundaries of 
the Bad River Reservation. 

(3) No leases, permits (which terms shall not include land assign- 

ments to members of the Band) or timber sale contracts covering 
any land or interests in land now or hereafter held by the Band 
within the boundaries of the Bad River Reservation shall be made 
by the Band for a longer term than ten years, and all such leas- 
es, permits or contracts must be approved by the Secretary of 
the Interior or by his duly authorized representative; but min- 
ing leases may be made for longer periods when authorized by 
law. 

(4) No action shall be taken by or in behalf of the Band which in any 

way operates to destroy or injure the tribal timber, or other na 
tural resources of the Bad River Reservation. All leases, per- 
mits, and timber sale contracts relating to the use of tribal 
timber lands shall conform to regulations of the Secretary of the 
Interior authorized by section 6 of the Act of June 18, 1934 with 
respect to sustained yield forestry management, and other matters 
therein specified. Conformity to such regulations shall be made 
a condition of any such lease, permit, or timber sale contract, 
whether or not such agreement requires the approval of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, and violation of such condition shall ren- 
der the agreement revocable, in the discretion of the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

(5) No distribution of corporate property to members shall be made 

except out of net income. 



(c) To issue certificates of interest in corporate property in exchange for re- 
stricted Indian lands, the forms for such certificates to be approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior. 





(d) To borrow money from the Indian Credit Fund in accordance with the terms of 

Section 10 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), or from any other 
governmental agency, or from any member or association of members of the 
Band, or from any other source, and to use such funds directly for produc- 
tive tribal enterprises, or to loan money thus borrowed to individual mem- 
bers or associations of members of the Band: Provided ^ That the amount of 
indebtedness to which the Band may subject itself, other than indebtedness 
to the Indian Credit Fund, shall not exceed $5,000, except with the express 
approval of the Secretary of the Interior. 

(e) To engage in any business that will further the economic well-being of the 
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members of the Band or to undertake any activity of any nature whatever, 
not inconsistent with law or with any provisions of this Charter. 

(f) To make and perform contracts and agreements of every description, not in- 

consistent with law or with any provisions of this Charter, with any per- 
son, association, or corporation, with any municipality or any county, or 
with the United States or the State of Wisconsin, provided that any con- 
tracts involving payment of money in excess of $1,000 in any one year by 
the corporation shall be effective only when approved by the Secretary of 
the Interior or his duly authorized representative. 

(g) To pledge or assign chattels or future tribal income due or to become due 

to the Band; Provided . That such assignments of tribal income, other than 
assignments to the United States, shall not extend more than five years 
from the date of execution and shall not cover more than one-half the net 
tribal income from any one source: And provided further . That any such 

pledge or assignment shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior or his duly authorized representative. 

(h) To deposit corporate funds, from whatever source derived, in any national 

or state bank to the extent that such funds are insured by the Federal De- 
posit Insurance Corporation, or secured by a surety bond, or other secur- 
ity, approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or to deposit such funds 
in the Postal Savings Bank or with a bonded disbursing officer of the Unit- 
ed States to the credit of the corporation. 

(i) To sue and to be sued in courts of competent jurisdiction within the United 

States; but the grant or exercise of such power to sue and to be sued shall 

not be deemed a consent by the said Band or by the United States to the 

levy of any judgment, lien or attachment upon the property of the Band oth- 
er than income or chattels specially pledged or assigned. 

(j) To exercise such further incidental powers not inconsistent with law, as may 

be necessary to the conduct of corporate business. 

6. Termination of Supervisory Powers . Upon the request of the Tribal Council for 
the termination of any supervisory power reserved to the Secretary of the Interior 
under sections 5 (b) (3), 5 (c), 5 (d), 5 (f), 5 <g), 5 <h), and section 0 of this 

Charter, the Secretary of the Interior, if he shall approve such request, shall there 

upon submit the question of such termination to the Band for referendum. The termina 
tion shall be effective upon ratification by a majority vote at an election in which 
at least 30 per cent of the adult members of the Band residing on the Reservation 
shall vote. If at any time after five years from the effective date of this Charter, 
such request shall be made and the Secretary shall disapprove it or fail to approve 
it within 90 days after its receipt, the question of the termination of any such pow- 
er may then be submitted by the Secretary of the Interior or by the Tribal Council to 
popular referendum of the adult members of the Band actually living within the Reser- 
vation and if the termination is approved by two-thirds of the eligible voters it 
shall be effective. 



7, Corporate Property . No property rights of the Bad River Band of Chippewa In- 
dians as heretofore constituted, shall be in any way impaired by anything contained 
in this Charter, and the tribal ownership of unallotted lands, whether or not assign- 
to the use of any particular individuals, is hereby expressly recognized. The in- 
/idually owned property of members of the Band shall not be subject to any corpor- 
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ate debts or liabilities, without such owners 1 consent. Any existing lawful debts of 
the Band shall continue in force, except as such debts may be satisfied or cancelled 
pursuant to law. 

8. Reserve Fund . Forty percent of net income from corporate enterprises shall be 
placed in a reserve fund, annually, until said reserve fund equals not less than 25 per 
cent of the capital investment in such corporate enterprise. Thereafter the amount of 
net income to be devoted to the reserve fund may be optional, except that amounts ex- 
pended therefrom shall be replaced in the same manner that the fund was created. This 
fund shall be used only for repairs, replacements, improvements, and expansion of cor- 
porate enterprises. 

^• -Corporate Dividends . The Band may issue to each of its members a non- transfer- 
able certificate of interest in corporate property and corporate enterprises evidencing 
the equal share of each of such members of the Band in the corporate assets of the Band 
and may make a dividend distribution among such members of profits of corporate enter- 
prises over and above all sums which may be devoted to the establishment of a reserve 
fund, the construction of public works, the cost of public enterprise, the expenses of 
tribal government, the needs of charity, or other corporate purposes. No such distri- 
bution of profits shall be made amounting to a distribution of more than one— half of 
the accrued surplus without the approval of the Secretary of the Interior. No distri- 
bution of the financial assets of the Band shall be made except as provided herein or 
as authorized by Congress. 

10. Corporate Accounts . The officers of the Band shall maintain accurate and com- 
plete public accounts of the financial affairs of the Band, which shall clearly show 
all credits, debts, pledges, and assignments, and shall furnish an annual balance sheet 
and report of the financial affairs of the Tribe to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

11. Amendments . This Charter shall not be revoked or surrendered except by Act of 
Congress, but amendments may be proposed by resolutions of the Tribal Council which, if 
approved by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be effective when ratified by a major 
ity vote of the adult members of the Band residing on the Reservation at a popular re- 
ferendum in which at least 30 per cent of the eligible voters shall vote. 

12. Ratification . This Charter shall be effective from and after the date of its ra 
tification by a majority vote of the adult members of the Bad River Band of Chippewa 
Indians residing on the Bad River Reservation, provided at least 30 per cent of the 
eligible voters shall vote, such ratification to be formally certified by the Superin- 
tendent of the Great Lakes Agency and the Chairman and Secretary oi the Tribal Council. 



Submitted by the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for ratification by the Bad 
River Band of Chippewa Indians. 



OSCAR L. CHAPMAN, 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 



[Seal] 



Washington, D. C. , 

April 5, 1938. 
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CERTIFICATION 

Pursuant to Section 17 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), this Charter, 
issued on April 5, 1938 by the Assistant Secretary of the Interior to the Bad River 
Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians of the State of Wisconsin, was 
duly submitted for ratification to the adult Indians living on the reservation and 
was on May 21, 1938 duly adopted by a vote of 105 for, and 80 against, in an elect- 
ion in which over 30 per cent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots. 



GEORGE P. PARKER, 

Chairman of the Tribal Council, 

FRANK G. SMART, 

Secretary of the Tribal Council, 



J. C. CAVILL, 

Superintendent, Great Lakes Agency. 



*** 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE BAD RIVER BAND OF THE 
LAKE SUPERIOR TRIBE OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF THE 
STATE OF WISCONSIN 

Approved June 20, 1936 

PREAMBLE 



We, the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians of the State 
of Wisconsin in order to organize as a tribe for the common welfare of ourselves and 
our posterity and to insure domestic tranquility; to conserve and develop our natural 
resources; to form business and other organizations ; to enjoy certain rights of home 
rule; to provide for our people education in vocational and trade schools and insti- 
tutions of higher learning; do ordain and establish this Constitution according to 
the Act of Congress, dated June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. L. 984). 



ARTICLE I — TERRITORY 

SECTION 1. This Constitution shall apply to the territory embraced in the original 
boundary lines of the Bad River Reservation defined in the Treaty of September 30, 
1854, and to land acquired or reserved within or without said boundary lines by or on 
behalf of the Bad River Band, except as otherwise provided by law. 

ARTICLE II — MEMBERSHIP 

SECTION 1. For the purpose of membership in this Band under this Constitution, 
the following shall be included: 

(a) All persons whose names appear on any official allotment rolls of the Bad Riv- 
er Reservation. 

(b) All children born to any member of the Bad River Band who is a resident of the 
reservation at the time of the birth of said children, 

SEC. 2. The Tribal Council shall have power to promulgate ordinances, subject to 
review by the Secretary of the Interior, governing future membership and the acquisi- 
tion or loss of membership. 

SEC. 3. The administration of the foregoing powers, and of all by-laws and ordi- 
nances affecting tribal membership, shall be vested in a Membership Committee, to be 
appointed by the Tribal Council independent of its own members. The acts of such com- 
mittee shall be subject to review by the Tribal Council and the action of such Council 
shall be final, except as otherwise hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 4. Adoption of a nonmember of the Band shall be made by written application 
to the Membership Committee who shall make recommendations to the Tribal Council. The 
decision of the Tribal Council shall be subject to popular vote at the next annual 
election. 
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SEC. 5. Property rights shall not be acquired or lost through membership in this 
organization, except as provided herein. 

ARTICLE III ~ GOVERNING BODY 

SECTION 1. The governing body under this Constitution and By-laws shall be known 
as the Tribal Council, composed of seven members to be elected by the people. 

SEC. 2. The first election of councilmen under this Constitution and By-laws 
shall be called and conducted by a provisional election committee appointed by the 
General Tribal Council under such rules and regulations as that Council may prescribe* 
Councilmen shall be elected for a term of 2 years. 

SEC. 3. The provisional election committee provided for in section two of this 
article shall issue an election certificate to the councilmen duly elected. Said 
councilmen, upon receiving such certificates of election, shall meet and organize for 
business and shall elect from their membership by secret ballot, a chairman, a vice 
chairman, a secretary, and a treasurer who shall hold office for a term of 2 years or 
until their successors are elected and qualified. 

SEC. 4. The Tribal Council shall establish by resolution the date, place and man- 
ner of control of biennial elections. 

SEC. 5. The Tribal Council shall have authority to appoint subordinate officers, 
boards, and committees, and to define their duties. 

ARTICLE IV — ELECTIONS 

SECTION 1. All members of the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chip- 
pewa Indians of Wisconsin, 21 years of age and over, who have maintained continuous 
residence within the reservation for a period of 6 months immediately prior to the 
date of election, shall be qualified voters. 

SEC. 2. Any person elected to office gha'l be not less than 25 years of age, a 
member of the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Wis- 
consin, and a resident of the Bad River Reservation for not less them 1 year preced- 
ing the date of election. 



ARTICLE V — REMOVAL 

SECTION 1. Upon receipt of a petition signed by one-third of the eligible voters 
calling for the recall of any member of the Council, it shall be the duty of the Coun 
cil to call an election on such recall petition. No member may be recalled in any 
such election unless at least 30 percent of the legal voters shall vote at such elec- 
tion. 



SEC. 2. If a representative or official shall die, permanently leave the reserva- 
tion, or shall be found guilty of a felony or misdemeanor involving dishonesty in any 
Indian, State, or Federal Court, the Tribal Council shall declare the position vacant 
and shall appoint a new member to serve until the next biennial election when a suc- 
cessor shall be elected. 



SBC. 3. The Tribal Council may by an affirmative vote of four members expel any 
member for neglect of duty or gross misconduct provided that the accused member shall 
given full and fair opportunity to reply to any and all charges at a designated 
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Council meeting. It is further stipulated that any such member shall be given a writ 
ten statement of the charges against him at least 5 days before the meeting at which 
he is to appear. 



ARTICLE VI — POWERS 

SECTION 1, Enumerated powers . —-The Tribal Council shall exercise the following 
powers, subject to any limitations imposed by the Constitution or statutes of the 
United States, and subject further to all express restrictions upon such powers con- 
tained in this Constitution and the attached By-laws: 

(a) To negotiate with the Federal, State, and local governments on behalf of the 
Band, and to advise and consult with the representatives of the Interior Department 
on all activities of the Department that may affect the Bad River Band of the Lake 
Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians* 

(b) To employ counsel for the protection and advancement of the rights of the Band 
and its members, the choice of counsel and fixing of fees to be subject to the appro- 
val of the Secretary of the Interior. 

(c) To approve or veto any sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of tribal 
lands, interests in lands or other tribal assets, which may be authorized or executed 
by the Secretary of the Interior, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, or any other 
official or agency of government, provided that no tribal lands shall ever be sold or 
encumbered, or leased for a period exceeding 10 years, except for governmental pur- 
poses, except that leases for mining purposes may be made for such longer periods as 
may be authorized by law. 

(d) To advise with the Secretary of the Interior with regard to all appropriation 
estimates or federal projects for the benefit of the Band prior to the submission of 
such estimates to the Bureau of the Budget and to Congress. 

(e) To make assignments of tribal land to members of the Band in conformity with 
Article VIII of this Constitution, 

(f) To manage all economic affairs and enterprises of the Band in accordance with 
the terms of the charter which may be issued to the Band by the Secretary of the In- 
terior. 

(g) To appropriate for public purposes of the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior 
Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin available Tribal Council funds, and, subject 
to review by the Secretary of the Interior, any other available tribal funds, 

(h) To levy taxes upon members of the Band and to require the performance of labor 
in lieu thereof, and to levy taxes or license fees, subject to review by the Secretary 
of the Interior, upon non-members doing business within the reservation: Provided . 
however . That any such assessment upon members of the Band shall have the approval of 
a majority of the voters of the Band at a special election at which at least 30 per- 
cent of the eligible voters of the Band shall vote. 

(i) To purchase lands of members of the Band for public purposes, under condemna- 
tion proceedings in courts of competent jurisdiction. 

(j) To safeguard and promote the peace, safety, morals, and general welfare of the 
Rand by regulating conduct of trade and the use and disposition of property upon the 
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reservation: Provided , That any ordinance directly affecting non-members of the Band 
shall be subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(k) To regulate the inheritance of property, real and personal, other than al- 
lotted lands, within the territory of the Bad River Reservation, subject to review 
by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(l) To regulate the manner of making nominations and holding elections for tribal 
officers. 

(m) To adopt resolutions regulating the procedure of the Tribal Council itself 
and of other tribal agencies and tribal officials. 

(n) To encourage and foster the arts, crafts, traditions, culture, wildlife, and 
natural resources of the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa In- 
dians of Wisconsin. 

(o) To charter subordinate organizations for economic purposes, and to regulate 
the activities of cooperative associations of members of the Bad River Band of the 
Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians by ordinance, provided that any such ordi- 
nance shall be subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(p) To select delegates to sit in a National Council of the entire Chippewa Na- 
tion. 

(q) To promulgate and enforce ordinances, which shall be subject to review by the 
Secretary of the Interior, governing the conduct of members of the Bad River Band, 
and of nonmember Indians residing on the reservation, providing for the maintenance 
of law and order, and providing for the administration of justice by establishing an 
Indian Court and defining its duties and powers. 

(r) To consolidate inherited land holdings by purchase, exchange, transfer, gift, 
or voluntary relinquishment, including the power to reassign same in the public in- 
terest. 

(s) To exclude from the restricted lands of the reservation, persons not legally 
entitled to reside thereon, under ordinances which shall be subject to review by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

(t) To regulate hunting and fishing on tribal and restricted lands. 

(u) To delegate to subordinate boards, or tribal officials, or to cooperative as- 
sociations, that are open to all members of the tribe, any of the foregoing powers, 
reserving the right to review any action taken by virtue of such delegated power. 

SEC. 2. Any resolution or ordinance which, by the terms of this Constitution, is 
subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be presented to the Super- 
intendent of the reservation, who shall, within 10 days thereafter, approve or disap- 
prove the same* If the Superintendent shall approve any ordinance or resolution, it 
shall thereupon become effective, but the Superintendent shall transmit a copy of the 
same bearing his endorsement, to the Secretary of the Interior, who may, within 90 
days from the date of its enactment, rescind the said ordinance or resolution for any 
cause, by notifying the Tribal Council of such decision. 

If the Superintendent shall refuse to approve any resolution or ordinance submit- 
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ted to him, within 10 days of its enactment, he shall advise the Tribal Council of 
his reasons therefor. If these reasons appear to the Tribal Council insufficient, 
it may, by a majority vote, refer the ordinance or resolution to the Secretary of the 
Interior, who may, within 90 days from the date of its enactment, approve the same in 
writing, whereupon the said ordinance or resolution shall become effective. 

SEC. 3. Future powers . — The Tribal Council may exercise such further powers as 
may in the future be delegated to the Band by the Secretary of the Interior, or by 
any duly authorized official or agency of the State or Federal Government. 

SEC. 4. Reserved powers .— Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Bad Riv- 
er Band, but not expressly referred to in this Constitution, shall not be abridged by 
this Article, but may be exercised by the people of the Bad River Band of the Lake Su 
perior Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin through the adoption of appropriate By- 
laws and Constitutional Amendements. 



SECTION 1. The exercise of any enumerated powers lodged in the Tribal Council 
shall be Subject to a referendum vote of the people upon a written petition signed by 
not less than 25 percent of the total number of voters in the last general election, 
provided that not less than 30 percent of the eligible voters shall vote in any such 
referendum, a majority of those voting to decide the issue. 



SECTION 1. Allotted land, including heirship lands, within the Bad River Reserva- 
tion shall continue to be held as heretofore by their present owners. It is recogniz- 
ed that under existing law such lands may be condemned for public purposes, such as 
roads, public buildings, or other public improvements, upon payment of adequate com- 
pensation. It is further recognized that under existing law such lands may be in- 
herited by the heirs of the present owners, whether or not they are members of the 
Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians. Likewise, it is re- 
cognized that under existing law the Secretary of the Interior may, in his discretion, 
remove restrictions upon such land, upon application by the Indian owner, whereupon 
the land will become subject to State tax and may then be mortgaged and sold. The 
right of the individual Indian to hold or to dispose of his land, as under existing 
law, shall not be abrogated by anything contained in this Constitution, but the owner 
of restricted land may, with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, voluntar- 
ily convey his land to the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa In- 
dians either in exchange for money payment or in exchange for an assignment covering 
the same land or other land, as hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 2. Tribal lands of the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians and all lands which may hereafter be acquired by the Bad River Band or by the 
United States in trust for the Bad River Band shall be held as tribal lands, and no 
part of such lands shall be mortgaged or sold. 

SEC. 3. Tribal lands shall not be allotted to individual Indians, but such tri- 
bal lands as are not required for school, agency, or other administrative use may be 
assigned by the Tribal Council to members of the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior 
Tribe of Chippewa Indians or may be leased or otherwise used by the Band as herein- 
after provided. 

,4. Tribal lands may be leased by the Tribal Council with the approval of the 



ARTICIE VII — REFERENDUM 



ARTICLE VIII — LAND 
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Secretary of the Interior in accordance with law. Preference shall be given, first, 
to cooperative associations of members of the Band, and, secondly, to individual In- 
dians who are members of the Band. No lease of tribal lands to a nomrember shall be 
made by the Tribal Council unless it shall appear that no cooperative association of 
members or individual member of the Band is able and willing to use the land and to 
pay a reasonable fee for such use. 

SBC. 5. In any assignment of tribal lands which are now owned by the Band, or 
which may hereafter be acquired for the Band by the United States or purchased by the 
Band out of tribal funds, or which may be designated for the use of the Band, prefer- 
ence shall be given, first to heads of families which are entirely landless, and se- 
cond, to heads of families which have no allotted lands or interests in allotted lands, 
but shall have already received assignments consisting of less than an economic unit 
of agricultural land or other land or interests in land of equal value, such economic 
unit to be determined by the Tribal Council by ordinances. Such assignments shall be 
known as "standard assignments." 

No member of the Band who may hereafter have the restrictions upon his land removed, 
and whose land may thereafter be alienated, except to the Band, shall be entitled to 
receive an assignment of land as a landless Indian. 

The Tribal Council may, if it sees fit, charge a fee on approval of a standard 
assignment. 

SEC. 6. If any person holding a standard assignment of land shall, for a period of 
1 year, fail to use the lands so assigned, or shall use the land for any unlawful pur- 
pose, his assignment may be canceled by the Tribal Council after due notice and oppor- 
tunity to be heard. Such land may then be available for reassignment. 

Upon the death of any Indian holding a standard assignment, his heirs or other in- 
dividuals designated by him in writing shall have preference in the reassignment of 
the land, provided such persons are eligible to receive a standard assignment. 

SEC. 7. Any member of the Bad River Band who owns an allotment of land or any 
share in heirship land or any deeded land, may with the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior, voluntarily transfer his interest in such land, to the Band and receive 
therefor an assignment in the same land or other land of equal value or he may receive 
a proportionate share in a unit of agricultural or other lands. 

Assignments made under this section shall be known as "exchange assignments." 

SEC. 8. Exchange assignments may be used by the assignee or leased by him to co- 
operative associations of members of the Band, to individual members of the Band, or 
if no individual member or cooperative association of members is able and willing to 
rent the land at a reasonable fee, such assignments may be leased to non- Indians, in 
the same manner as allotted lands. 

SEC. 9. Upon the death of a holder of an exchange assignment such lands shall be 
reassigned by the Tribal Council to his heirs or devisees, subject to the following 
conditions: 

(a) Such lands may not be reassigned to any heir or devisee who is not a member of 
the Bad River Band, except that a life assignment may be made to the surviving spouse 
or child of the holder of such assignment. 
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(b) Such lands may not be reassigned to any heir or devisee who already owns or 
holds more thorn an economic unit of land. 

(c) Such lands may not be subdivided among heirs or devisees into units too small 
for convenient management, and no assignment shall be subdivided into units smaller 
than 2 \ acres, except that land used for buildings or other improvements may be di- 
vided to suit the convenience of the parties. Where it is impossible to divide the 
land properly among the eligible heirs or devisees, the Tribal Council may issue to 
the eligible heirs or devisees interests in tribal lands or property of the same 
value as the assignment of the decedent. 

(d) If there are no eligible heirs or devisees of the decedent, the land shall be 
eligible for assignment the same as other tribal lands. 

SEC. 10. Improvements of any character made upon assigned land may be willed to 
and inherited by members of the Bad River Band. When improvements are not possible 
of fair division, the Tribal Council shall dispose of them under such regulations as 
it may provide, for the benefit of such heirs. No permanent improvements may be re- 
moved from any tribal or assigned land without the consent of the Tribal Council. 

SEC. 11. No member of the Bad River Band may use or occupy tribal lands except 
under an assignment or lease. 

SEC. 12. Tribal land which is not assigned, including tribal timber reserves, 
shall be managed by the Tribal Council for the benefit of the members of the entire 
Band, and any cash income derived from such land shall accrue to the benefit of the 
Band as a whole. All action of the Tribal Council with respect to such lands shall 
be in conformity with departmental regulations for protection of Indian range and tim 
ber resources authorized by Section 6 of the Act of June 18, 1934. 

SEC. 13. Tribal funds may be used, with the consent of the Secretary of the In- 
terior, to acquire land for the Bad River Band. 

SEC. 14. Applications for assignment of land shall be made in writing. Such ap- 
plications shall be submitted to the Tribal Council at regular or special sessions. 
The application shall be placed in the hands of a proper committee who shall call the 
matter up for action at the next regular meeting of the Tribal Council. Any member 
of the Band may object in writing to a proposed assignment. In the event of objec- 
tion, the Chairman of the Tribal Council shall set a date for hearing, advising both 
the applicant and the objector. The action of the Council shall be final. 

The Secretary of the Council shall furnish the Superintendent or other officer in 
charge of the agency a complete record of all action taken by the Tribal Council on 
applications for assignment of land, and a complete record of assignments shall be 
kept in the agency office and shall be open for inspection by members of the Band. 

The Tribal Council shall draw up one or more forms for standard and exchange as- 
signments, which shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior. 

ARTICLE IX — AMENDMENTS 

■ This Constitution and By-laws may be amended by a majority vote of the qualified 
voters of the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians voting at 

election called for that purpose by the Secretary of the Interior: Provided . That 

O at least thirty (30) percent of those entitled to vote shall vote in such election; 

ERJC : 
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but no amendment shall become effective until it shall have been approved by the Se- 
cretary of the Interior. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to 
call an election on any proposed amendment, upon receipt of a written resolution sign 
ed by at least five members of the Tribal Council. 

*** 

BY-LAWS OF THE BAD RIVER BAND OF THE LAKE SUPERIOR TRIBE 
OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS 



ARTICLE I — DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

SECTION 1. The Chairman of the Tribal Council shall preside at all meetings of 
the Council. He shall also be the presiding officer at any general council meeting 
which may be duly called in accordance with these By-laws. He shall at all times 
have general supervision of the affairs of the Tribal Council and such matters as na- 
turally pertain to the general welfare of the community. It shall also be the duty 
of the Chairman to countersign all checks against funds of the organization by the 
Treasurer. He shall vote only in case of a tie. The Chairman shall be an ex officio 
member of all subordinate boards and committees. 

SEC. 2. In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice Chairman shall preside at all 
meetings of the Tribal Council and shall act in his stead in all matters pertaining to 
the office of Chairman. 

SEC. 3 0 The Secretary shall keep an accurate record of all proceedings of the Tri- 
bal Council and furnish copies thereof to the Superintendent and the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs. He shall attend to the keeping of the official records of the Tribal 
Council and shall be responsible for the prompt and efficient handling of all corres- 
pondence pertaining to the business of the Tribal Council and the Band. All official 
records of the Tribal Secretary shall be open to inspection by the members of the Band 
at all times. The Secretary shall be ex officio member of all subordinate boards and 
committees. 

SEC. 4. The Treasurer shall be the custodian of all funds in possession of the 
Band from any source. He shall be under bond to a surety company of recognized stand- 
ing in an amount to be determined by the Tribal Council, such surety company and bond 
to be approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. He shall keep an accurate re- 
cord of all such funds and shall disburse the same in accordance with the vote of the 
Tribal Council and in accordance with this Constitution and By-laws. The books of the 
Treasurer containing the financial status of the Band shall be open to audit and exami 
nation by the duly authorized officers of the Secretary of the Interior at all times. 

The records of the Treasurer shall be open to inspection by members of the Tribal 
Council and its officers. 

SEC. 5. The subordinate officers, boards, and committees of the Tribal Council 
shall perform such duties as the Tribal Council shall provide, by resolution, from 
time to time. 

• ARTICLE II — OATH 

q SECTION I. All officers when elected shall be duly installed and subscribe to an 
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oath of office to support the Constitution of the United States and this Constitution 
[of the Bad River Band], Such officers may be sworn in by an officer qualified to ad 
minister an oath. 



ARTICLE III — SALARIES 

SECTION l. Tribal officials shall be paid such salaries from available Tribal 
funds as the Tribal Council shall decide. All proposals for salaried positions by 
the Tribal Council shall be referred to the Secretary of the Interior for final de- 
cision, 

SEC, 2, The members of the Tribal Council, boards, and committees shall be paid 
for expenses incurred in the interest of the community when previously authorized by 
the Tribal Council, 



ARTICLE IV — MEETINGS 

SECTION l. Regular meetings of the Tribal Council shall be held, on the first Fri 
day of January, April, July, and October, and at such other times as the Tribal Coun- 
cil may be resolution provide. Called meetings shall be held at the discretion of 
the Chairman or upon request of three members of the Tribal Council, Three days’ 
written notice shall be given to all Council members, 

SEC, 2, Five members shall constitute a quorum, 

SEC, 3, The Tribal Council shall prescribe such rules of order for its meetings 
as it desires, 

SEC, 4, The meetings of the Tribal Council, except executive sessions, shall be 
open to the Tribe as auditors, 

ARTICLE V — ADOPTION OF CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

This Constitution and By-laws, when ratified by a majority of the qualified voters 
of the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin, 
voting at a special election called for the purpose by the Secretary of the Interior, 
provided that at least 30 percent of those entitled to vote shall vote in such elec- 
tion, shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior, and, if approved, shall be 
effective from the date of approval, 

*** 

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 

Pursuant to an order, approved April 13, 1936, by the Secretary of the Interior, 
the attached Constitution and By-laws was submitted for ratification to the members 
of the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians of the Bad River 
Reservation and was on May 23, 1936, duly adopted by a vote of 169 for and 113 against 
in an election in which over 30 percent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots 
in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 
Stat, 984), as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat, 378), 

W. P. BIG BOY, 

Chairman of Election Board, 
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WILLIAM DENOMIE, 
Chairman of Tribe .1 Council. 

FRED CHISHOLM, 

Secretary. 



T. C. CAVILL, Superintendent. 



*** 



I, Harold L. Ickes, the Secretary of the Interior of the United States of Ameri- 
ca, by virtue of the authority granted me by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat, 984), 
as amended, do hereby approve the attached Constitution and By-laws of the Bad River 
Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians of the Bad River Reservation. 

All rules and regulations heretofore promulgated by the Interior Department or by 
the Office of Indian Affairs, so far as they may be incompatible with any of the pro- 
visions of the said Constitution or By-laws are hereby declared inapplicable to the 
Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians. 

All officers and employees of the Interior Department are ordered to abide by the 
provisions of the said Constitution and By-laws, 

Approval recommended June 12, 1936. 



JOHN COLLIER, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 



Washington, D.C. June 20, 1936. 



HAROLD L. ICKES, 
Secretary of the Interior. 

[SEAL] 



*** 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE LAC COURTE OREILLES 
BAND OF LAKE SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA INDIANS 
OF WISCONSIN 

Approved November 2, 1966 



PREAMBLE 



We f the members of the Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians 
of Wisconsin, in order to secure the advantages of local self-government for oursel- 
ves and our children and to organize for our common welfare, do hereby establish this 
Constitution and By-laws* 



ARTICLE I — TERRITORY 

The territory of this Band shall extend to all tribal land within the Lac Courte 
Oreilles Reservation in Wisconsin and any other lands that may be acquired by or on 
behalf of said Band, except as may otherwise be provided by State or Federal law. 

The Band may exercise such jurisdiction that is not in conflict with applicable Fed- 
eral or State law. 



ARTICLE II — MEMBERSHIP 

SECTION 1. The membership of the Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chip- 
pewa Indians of Wisconsin shall consist of the following persons: 

(a) All persons of Lac Courte Oreilles Chippewa Indian blood whose names appear 
on the official census roll of the Band as of January 1, 1940, provided such persons 
are citizens of the United States and are not enrolled with another tribe, band or 
group of Indians. This roll shall be the basic membership roll. 

(b) Any lineal descendant of a member born prior to the effective date of this con 
stitution, provided an application for enrollment is filed with the Governing Board 
within two years of the effective date of this constitution, and provided further, 
that such person is not enrolled with another tribe, band or group of Indians. 

(c) Any person gaining membership after the effective date of this constitution 
through ordinances enacted under Section 2 of this Article. 

SEC. 2* The Governing Board shall enact an ordinance within one year from date of 
approval of this constitution subject to approval of the Secretary of the Interior 
stating the criteria of future membership and adoption of new members. Such ordinan- 
ces shall include the provision that only persons of 1/S or more Lac Courte Oreilles 
Indian blood be granted membership. 

-^9. has been rejected for enrollment as a member of the Band 
Shall have the right of appeal to the Secretary of the Interior, whose decision shall 
2 f Inal.- 
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SEC. 4. The Governing Board shall have the power to enact ordinances governing 
loss of membership! such ordinance subject to the approval of the Secretary of the In- 
terior. The ordinance shall include a provision for appeal of decisions to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior. 



SECTION 1. The governing body of the Band shall be the Governing Board composed 
of five members. 

SEC. 2. Any member of the Band is eligible to be elected to the Governing Board, 
provided he is 21 years of age or older on the date of the election. 

SEC. 3. Following the convening of each new Governing Board elected pursuant to 
this constitution, the Board shall select from within its membership a Chairman and 
a Vice-Chairman to serve until a successor Board is duly elected and seated. The 
Board shall convene no later than fifteen (15) days following each election, 

SEC. 4. At the first meeting following an election, the Governing Board shall se- 
lect from within or without the Board a Secretary-Treasurer to serve for a period to 
be stated in a resolution passed by the Governing Board, The Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman of the Board shall be ineligible to serve as Secretary-Treasurer. If a Se- 
cretary-Treasurer is selected from without the Board he shall not vote as a member of 
the Board. 

SEC. 5, The Chairman and Vice-Chairman and members of the Board shall remain in 
office until the new Board members have been elected and seated. 

SEC. 6, The Governing Board, by resolution, shall determine its own procedures. 

The Governing Board, by resolution, may provide for the hiring of clerical or other 
employees, 

SEC, 7, The Governing Board, by affirmative vote of four of its members, shall re- 
move any Board member for any of the following reasons, provided the accused member 
has been given an opportunity to answer written charges against him. 



(a) Failure to carry out his official duties, 

(b) Absence from three successive Board meetings without an excuse ac- 

ceptable to a majority of the members of the Board. 

(c) Conviction of any offense involving moral turpitude or conviction 

of a felony. 



SEC. 8. The Governing Board, by an affirmative vote of three members shall fill 
by appointment any vacancy occurring in the Board membership, provided the term of 
such appointment shall not extend beyond the next regular election, regardless of the 
length of the unexpired term. 



SECTION 1. Qualified voters shall be all members of the Band 21 years of age or 
over, 

r* tvio election of a Governing Board shall be called, held and super- 



ART IC IE III — GOVERNING BODY 



ARTICLE IV — ELECTIONS 
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vised by the Superintendent of the Great Lakes Agency and the existing governing 
body within 60 days of approval of this constitution and by-laws. 

SEC. 3. The Governing Board shall prescribe rules and regulations for conducting 
all subsequent elections. Such rules and regulations shall include, but not be lim- 
ited to, the following: 

(a) Voting shall be by secret ballot. 

(b) Beginning in 1967, elections shall be held every two years in the 

month of June. 

(c) Absentee voting, 

(d) Filing and posting of election notices. 

SEC. 4. The two candidates receiving the greatest number of votes in the first 
election shall be elected to serve until their successors have been elected and seat 
ed following the June 1969, election. The three candidates receiving the next great 
est number of votes in the first election shall be elected to serve until their suc- 
cessors have have been elected and seated following the June 1967, election. 

Terms of office for other than the first election shall be for four years. A cari 
didate elected to fill an unexpired term of office shall serire only for the duration 
of the unexpired term. 

SEC. 5. The candidates receiving the greatest number of votes shall be elected 
to fill vacant four-year terms of office. 

The candidates receiving the next greatest number of votes shall be elected to 
fill any vacant unexpired terms of office. 

ARTICLE V — POWERS OF THE GOVERNING BOARD 

SECTION 1. The Governing Board shall exercise the following powers subject to 
the limitations imposed by this constitution and by-laws and by applicable Federal 
and State laws: 

(a) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing of fees to 

be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior. 

(b) To prevent the sale, disposition, lease, or encumbrance of tribal 

lands, interests in lands, or other assets, 

(c) To negotiate, make and perform contracts and agreements of every des- 
cription, not Inconsistent with law or with arty provision of this 
constitution, with any person, association, or corporation, with any 
municipality or any county, or with the State of Wisconsin or the 
United States, provided that any contract involving payment of money 
by the Band in excess of $25,000 in any one year shall be subject to 
the approval of the Secretary of the Interior,, 

(d) To advise the Secretary of the Interior on all appropriation estimates 
or Federal projects for the benefit of the Band. 
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(e) To negotiate with Federal, State and local governments. 

(f ) As authorized by law and subject to the approval of the Secretary of the 

Interior, to manage, lease, permit or otherwise deal with tribal lands, 
interests in lands, Or other assets, and to purchase lands or otherwise 
acquire lands, or interests in lands, within or without the reservation. 
Tribal lands shall not be sold, except by a petition signed by five (5) 
members of the Governing Board requesting the Secretary of the Interior 
to have introduced appropriate authorizing legislation; provided, that 
upon enactment of authorizing legislation, the sale of lands shall be 
subject to approval by a majority vote of the qualified voters of the 
Band voting at a referendum called for that purpose by the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

(g) To adopt ordinances by which tribal lands may be assigned or leased for 

beneficial use and occupancy of members of the Band. 

(h) To engage in any business that will further the social or economic well- 

being of members of the Band or undertake any programs or projects de- 
signed for the economic advancement of the people. 

(i) To borrow money from the Federal Government or other lenders for Band use 

and to make loans to Band members in accordance with regulations of the 
Secretary of the Interior, this constitution and other applicable laws. 

(j) To administer any funds within the control of the Band; to make expendi- 

tures from available funds for public purposes, including salaries or 
other remuneration of Band officials, employees or members. Such sala- 
ries or remuneration shall be paid only for services actually rendered. 

All expenditures by the Governing Board shall be in accord with a pre- 
viously approved budget, and the amount so paid shall be a matter of pub- 
lic record at all times. 

(k) To deposit tribal funds to the credit of the Band in any depository whose 

deposits are insured by an agency of the United States, or with a bonded 
disbursing officer of the United States whenever the conditions prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Interior require that funds advanced are to be so 
deposited. 

(l) To organize, charter and regulate any association or group, including a 

housing authority, for the purpose of providing social or economic bene- 
fits to the members of the Band or residents of the reservation. 

(m) To delegate to subordinate boards, officers, committees or cooperative as- 

sociations which are open to all members of the Band any of the foregoing 
powers, reserving the right to review any action taken by virtue of such 
delegated powers. 

SEC. 2. Future Powers.— The Governing Board may exercise such further powers as 
may in the future be delegated by the Secretary of the Interior or by any other duly 
authorized official or agency of the Government. 

SEC. 3. Reserved Powers.— All rights and powers heretofore vested in the Lac Cour- 
te Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin but not expressly re- 
ted to in this constitution shall not be abridged by this Article, but may be exer- 
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eised by the people of the Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians 
of Wisconsin through the adoption of appropriate amendments to this constitution and 
by-laws. 



ARTICLE VI — REFERENDUM 

Upon receipt of a petition signed by at least 50 qualified voters of the Band or 
by a majority of the Governing Board any enactment or proposed enactment shall be sub 
mitted to a popular referendum, provided such petition is submitted within 60 days * 
from the date of such enactment. 

The Governing Board within 30 days of receipt of such petition shall call such re- 
ferendum and prescribe the manner of conducting the vote. The referendum shall be 
held not later than 60 days from the date of receipt of the petition. If the Gov- 

erning Board fails to call and/or hold such referendum within the prescribed time lira 
its, the Superintendent of the Great Lakes Agency may call and/or hold such referen- 
dum. 

The majority of the votes cast in such referendum shall be conclusive and binding 
on the Governing Board; provided at least 100 eligible voters participate in the elec- 
tion, and if an enactment is rejected by such vote, such enactment shall be null and 
void as of the date of the referendum and shall not be reconsidered for a period of at 
least one year. 



ARTICLE VII — RIGHTS OF MEMBERS 

Subject to the limitations prescribed by this constitution, all members of the Lac 
Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin shall have equal 
political rights and equal opportunities to participate in the economic resources and 
assets, and no member shall be denied freedom of conscience, speech, religion, asso- 
ciation or assembly, nor shall he b© denied the right to petition the Governing Board 
for the redress of grievances against the Band. 

ARTICLE VIII — ADOPTION 



This constitution and by-laws, when adopted by a majority vote of the qualified 
voters of the Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin 
voting at an election called for that purpose by the Secretary of the Interior, pro- 
vided at least 30 percent of those entitled to vote shall vote in such election, shall 
be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior, and if approved shall be effective from 
the date of such approval. 

ARTICLE IX — AMENDMENTS 

This constitution and by-laws may be amended by a majority vote of the qualified 
voters of the Band voting at an election called for that purpose by the Secretary of 
the Interior, provided at least 30 percent of those entitled to vote shall vote in 
such election. No amendment shall become effective until approved by the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to call an election on any 
proposed amendment upon request by majority vote of the Lac Courte Oreilles Governing 
Rno r( l or upon petition of at least 76 qualified voters of the Band. 




*** 
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BY-LAWS OF THE LAC COURTE OREILLES BAND 



ARTICLE I — DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS OF THE GOVERNING BOARD 

SECTION 1. Chairman.— The Chairman shall preside over general and special meet- 
ings of the Band and all meetings of the Governing Board and perform the usual du- 
ties of the presiding officer. He shall carry out the orders of the Governing Board. 
It shall be the duty of the Chairman to countersign all checks drawn against the funds 
of the Band. The Chairman shall vote only in the event of a tie, and in cases involv- 
ing removals, except in case of his own removal, and appointments as provided for in 
Article III, Sections 7 and 8 of the constitution. He shall act for the Board be- 
tween meetings when so authorized by appropriate resolution. 

SEC. 2. Vice-Chairman.— 1 The Vice-Chairman shall assist the Chairman when called 
upon to do so and, in the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman shall preside. 
When so presiding he shall have all the rights, privileges and duties of the Chairman. 

SEC. 3. Secretary-Treasurer.— The Secretary-Treasurer shall conduct the corres- 
pondence and keep an accurate record of all matters transacted at the Governing Board 
meetings. He shall keep and maintain the Band membership roll and a current voting 
list. 

He shall receive, receipt for, deposit, disburse and account for all funds handled 
through the Governing Board. All expenditures by the Governing Board shall be in ac- 
cord with a previously approved budget. An audit of accounts shall be made once a 
year and at such other times as the Governing Board or the Secretary of the Interior 
may require. The Secretary— Treasurer shall be required to give a bond satisfactory 
to the Governing Board and the Secretary of the Interior. 

SEC. 4. Board Members.— It shall be the duty of the Board members to promote the 
general welfare of the Band and to carry out the provisions and purpose of this con- 
stitution and by-laws. 

ARTICLE II — ACCOUNTING SYSTEM 

SECTION 1. The Governing Board shall cause to be installed, maintained and audit- 
ed a complete and detailed accounting system. 

ARTICLE III — OATH 

SECTION 1. Each officer and member of the Governing Board when elected shall be 
duly installed and shall subscribe to an oath of office to support the Constitution 
of the United States and the Constitution and By-laws of the Lac Courte Oreilles Band 
of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin. 

ARTICIE IV — MEETINGS 

SECTION 1. Time and procedures of regular meetings of the Governing Board shall 
be stated in ordinance or resolution form. Three members of the Governing Board shall 
constitute a quorum. All decisions shall be made by a majority vote, except as other- 
wise provided by this constitution and by-laws. 

Special meetings of the Governing Board shall be called by the Chairman in writing, 
)on Ms own initiative or upon a request of three members of the Governing Board. 

: : Jc 1\1 ; '■ ■ 
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SEC. 2. Time and procedures of general meetings of the Band shall be stated in 
ordinance or resolution form, provided a general meeting of the Band is scheduled at 
least once every year. 

Special meetings of the Band shall be called by the Chairman, in writing, upon his 
own initiative, upon request of three members of the Governing Board, or upon a pe- 
tition signed by at least 50 members of the Band 21 years of age and over. 

In the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman at a special or general meeting 
of the Band, there shall be an Acting Chairman elected by the qualified voters of the 
Band in attendance to preside at the particular meeting. Any qualified voter or re- 
presentative of the Federal Government may preside during the election of the Acting 
Chairman. 






The Constitution and By-laws were adopted by the tribal voters at an election held 
on September 3, 1966. 



*** 

APPROVAL 

I, Harry R. Anderson, Assistant Secretary of the Interior of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority granted me by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 
984), as amended, do hereby approve the attached Constitution and By-laws of the Lac 
Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin. 



Approval recommended: 

/s/ T. W. Taylor 

Acting Commission of Indian Affairs 



\ 



Washington, D. C. 
Date: Nov. 2, 1966 



/s/ Harry R. Anderson 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
[Seal] 



The Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Chippewa Indians does not have a Corporate Char- 
ter. ■ 
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CORPORATE CHARTER OF THE LAC DU FLAMBEAU BAND OF LAKE 
SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF THE LAC 
DU FLAMBEAU RESERVATION, WISCONSIN 

Ratified May 8, 1937 



Whereas, the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewei Indians of the Lac du 
Flambeau Reservation in Wisconsin constitutes a recognized Indian tribe organized un- 
der a Constitution and By-laws ratified by the Tribe on July 18, 1936, and approved 
by the Secretary of the Interior on August 15, 1936, pursuant to Section 16 of the 
Act of June 18, 1934 (48 St at, 984), as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat, 
378); and 

Whereas, more than one-third of the adult members of the Tribe have petitioned 
that a charter of incorporation be granted to such Tribe, subject to ratification by 
a vote of the adult Indians living on the Reservation; 

Now, therefore, I, Harold L, Ickes, Secretary of the Interior, by virtue of the 
authority conferred upon me by the said Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), do here- 
by issue and submit this Charter of Incorporation to the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa Indians of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation to be effective from and 
after such time as it may be ratified by a majority vote in an election in which at 
least 30 percent of the adult Indians living on the Reservation shall vote, 

1* Corporate Existence . In order to promote the economic development of the Lac 
du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation 
in Wisconsin by conferring upon said Tribe certain corporate rights, powers, privi- 
leges and immunities, and imposing upon such organized community, the responsibility 
of voluntary cooperative group action; to secure for the members of the Tribe the 
means of an economic independence; and to provide for the proper exercise by the Tribe 
of various functions and responsibilities heretofore performed and assumed by the De- 
partment of the Interior, the aforesaid Tribe is hereby chartered as a body politic 
and corporate of the United States of America under the corporate name "The Lac du 
Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians," 

2, Perpetual Succession . The Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa In- 
dians shall, as a Federal Corporation have perpetual succession, 

3, Membership . The Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians shall 
be a membership occupation. Its members shall consist of all persons now or hereaf- 
ter members of the Tribe, as provided by its duly ratified and approved Constitution 
and By-laws, 

4, Management . The Tribal Council established in accordance with the said Con- 
stitution and By-laws of the Tribe, shall exercise all the corporate powers hereinaf- 
ter enumerated, 

<*> 5. Corporate Powers . The Tribe, subject to any restrictions contained in the Con- 

:RJC 
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stitution and laws of the United States, or in the Constitution and By-laws of the 
said Tribe, shall have the following corporate powers, in addition to all powers al- 
ready conferred or guaranteed by the tribal Constitution and By-laws, 

(a) To adopt, use, and alter at its pleasure a corporate seal, 

(b) To purchase, take by gift, bequest, or otherwise, own, hold, manage, 
operate, and dispose of property of every description, real and personal, 
subject to the following limitations: 

(1) No sale or mortgage may be made by the Tribe of any land, or 
interests in land, including water power sites, water rights, 
oil, gas, &nd other mineral rights, now or hereafter held by 
the Tribe within the boundaries of the Lac dm Flambeau Reser- 
vation, 

(2) No mortgage may be made by the Tribe of any standing timber on 
any land now or hereafter held by the Tribe within the bounda- 
ries of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation, 

(3) No leases, permits (which terms shall not include land assign- 
ments to members of the Tribe) or timber sale contracts cover- 
ing any land or interests in land now or hereafter held by the 
Tribe within the boundaries of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation 
shall be made by the Tribal Council for a longer term than 
five years, and all such leases must be approved by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior or by bis duly authorized representative $ 
but mining and other leases may be made for longer periods as 
authorized by law and by the Constitution and By-laws of the 
Tribe, 

(4) No action shall be taken by or in behalf of the Tribe which in 
any way operates to destroy or injure the tribal grazing lands, 
timber of other natural resources of the Lac du Flambeau Reser- 
vation, All leases, permits, and timber sale contracts relat- 
ing to the use of tribal grazing or timber lands shall conform 
to regulations of the Secretary of the Interior authorized by 
Section 6 of the Act of June 18, 1934, Conformity to such re- 
gulations shall be made a condition of any such lease, permit, 
or timber sale contract, whether or not such agreement re- 
quires the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, and vio- 
lation of such condition shall render the agreement revocable, 
in the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior, 

(5) No distribution of corporate property to members shall be made 
except out of net income, 

(c) To issue certificates of interest in corporate property in exchange for re- 
stricted Indian lands, the forms of such certificates to be approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior, 

(d) To borrow money from the Indian Credit fund in accordance with the terms 
of Section 10 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat, 984), or from other 
governmental agencies, from any member of association of members of the 
Tribe, or from any other source and to use such funds directly for pro- 
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duct ive tribal enterprises, or to loan money thus borrowed to individual 
members or associations of members of the Tribes Provided . That no such 
indebtedness may be incurred except from the Indian Credit Fund, without 
the approval of the members of the Tribe, residing on the Reservation in 
a referendum vote and the express approval of the Secretary of the Inter- 
ior, and no such Indebtedness to which the Tribe may subject itself shall 
exceed $50,000. 

(e) To engage in any business that will further the economic well-being of the 

members of the Tribe or to undertake any activity of any nature whatever, 
not inconsistent with 1 *w or with any provisions of this Charter. 

(f) To make and perform contracts and agreements of every description, not in- 

consistent with law or with any provisions of this Charter, with any per- 
son, association, or corporation, with any municipality or any county, or 
with the United States, or the State of Wisconsin, including agreements 
with the State of Wisconsin for the rendition of public services; Pro- 
vided . That all contracts involving payment of money by the corporation 
in excess of $1,000 in any one fiscal year shall be subject to the appro- 
val of the Secretary of the Interior or his duly authorized representa- 
tive and all such contracts, except contracts with the United States, 
shall be subject to a referendum vote of the members of the Tribe resid- 
ing on the Reservation. 

(g) To pledge or assign chattels or future tribal income due or to become due 

to the Tribe; Provided . That such assignments of tribal income, other than 
assignments to the United States shall not extend more than ten years from 
the date of execution, and shall not exceed one-half of the net income of 
the Tribe from any one source; And provided further . That any such agree- 
ment of pledge or assignment shall be subject to a referendum vote of the 
members of the Tribe residing on the Lac du Flambeau Reservation and the 
approval of the Secretary of the Interior or his duly authorized represen- 



(h) To deposit corporate funds, from whatever source derived, in any national 

or state bank to the extent that such funds are insured by the Federal De- 
posit Insurance Corporation, or secured by a surety bond, or other security 
approved by the Secretary of the Interior, or to deposit such funds in the 
Postal Savings bank or with a bonded disbursing officer of the United 
States to the credit of the corporation. 

(i) To sue and to be sued in courts of competent jurisdiction within the Unit- 

ed States; but the grant or exercise of such power to sue and to be sued 
shall not be deemed a consent by the said Tribe or by the United States 
to the levy of any judgment, lien or attachment upon the property of the 
Tribe other than Income or chattels specially pledged or assigned. 

(j) To exercise such further incidental powers not inconsistent with law, as 

may be necessary to the conduct of corporate business. 

6. l^pon the request of the Tribal Council for the termination of any supervisory 
power reserved to the Secretary of the Interior under Sections 5 (b)(3), 5 (c), 5 
(d), 5 (f), 5-;(g), 5 (h), and Section 9 of this Charter, the Secretary of the Inter- 
ior, if he shall approve such request shall thereupon submit the question of such ter 
^ ■ The termination shall be effective upon rati- 
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fication by a majority vote at an election in which at least 30 percent of the adult 
members of the Tribe residing on the reservation shall vote. If at any time after 
five years from the effective date of this Charter, such request shall be made and 
the Secretary shall disapprove it or fail to approve or disapprove it within 90 days 
after its receipt, the question of the termination of any such power may then be sub- 
mitted by the Secretary of the Interior or by the Tribal Council to popular referen- 
dum of the adult members of the Tribe actually living within the Reservation and if 
the termination is approved by two- thirds of the eligible voters it ©hall be effec - 
tive. 



7. Corporate Property . No property rights of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Su 
perior Chippewa Indians, as heretofore constituted, shall be in any way impaired by 
anything contained in this Charter, and the tribal ownership of unallotted lands, 
whether or not assigned to the use of any particular individuals, is hereby express- 
ly recognized. The individually owned property of members of the Tribe shall not be 
subject to any corporate debts or liabilities, without such owners® consent. Any 
existing lawful debts of the Tribe shall continue in force, except as such debts may 
be satisfied or cancelled pursuant to law. 



8. Reserve Fund . Forty per cent of net Income from corporate enterprises shall 
be placed in a reserve fund, annually, until said reserve fund equals not less than 
20 per cent of the capital investment in such corporate enterprises. Thereafter the 
amount of net income to be devoted to the reserve fund may be optional, except that 
amounts expended therefrom shall be replaced in the same manner that the fund was 
created. This fund shall be used only for repairs, replacements, improvements, and 
expansion of corporate enterprises. 

8. Cbrpbrato Dividends - The Tribe may issue to each of its members a non-trans- 
ferable certificate of interest in corporate property and corporate enterprises evi- 
dencing the equal share of each of such members of the Tribe in the corporate assets 
of the Tribe and may make a dividend distribution among such members of profits of 
corporate enterprises over and above all sums which may be devoted to the establish- 
ment of a reserve fund, the construction of public works, the cost of public enter- 
prises, the expenses of tribal government, the needs of charity, or other corporate 
purposes. No such distribution of profits shall be made amounting to a distribution 
of more than one— half of the accrued surplus, or made without the approval of the Se- 
cretary of the Interior. No distribution of the financial assets of the Tribe shall 
be made except as provided herein or as authorized by Congress. 



10* Corporate Accounts . The officers of the Tribe shall maintain accurate and com 
plete public accounts of the financial affairs of the Tribe, which shall clearly show 
all credits, debts, pledges, and assignments, and shall furnish an annual balance 
sheet and report of the financial affairs of the Tribe to the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. The Treasurer of the Tribe shall be the custodian of all moneys which come 
under the jurisdiction or control of the Tribal Council as provided in the Constitu- 
tion and By-laws of the lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians. 



11# Amendments . This Charter shall not be revoked or surrendered except by Act of 
Congress, but amendments may be proposed by resolutions of the Council which, if ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be effective when ratified by a major- 
ity vote of the adult members living on the reservation at a popular referendum in 



which 



at least 30 per cent of the eligible voters shall vote,, 



ERIC 



12. Ratification . This Charter shall be effective from and after the date of its 
ratification by a majority vote of the adult members of the JLac du Flambeau Band of 



- 27 - 



Lake Superior Chippewa Indians living on the Lac du Flambeau Reservation, provided 
at least 30 per cent of the eligible voters shall vote, such ratification to be for- 
mally certified by the Superintendent of the Great Lakes Agency and the President of 
the Tribal Council of the Band. 

Submitted by the Secretary of the Interior for ratification by the Lac du Flambeau 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation in a popu- 
lar referendum to be held on May 8, 1937. 



CHARLES WEST, 

Acting Secretary of the Interior. 



Washington, D.C., May 4, 1937. 



*** 

CERTIFICATION 

Pursuant to Section 17 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), this Charter, 
issued on May 4, 1937, by the Secretary of the Interior to the Lac du Flambeau Band 
of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation, Wisconsin, was 
duly submitted for ratification to the adult Indians living on the reservation and 
was on May 8, 1937, duly ratified by a vote of 100 for, and 16 against, in an elec- 
tion in which over thirty per cent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots. 

GEORGE W. BROWN, 

President of the Tribal Council of the Lac du 
Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippwa Indians. 

J. C. CAVILL, 

Superintendent of the Great Lakes Agency, 




*** 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAV/S OF THE LAC DU FLAMBEAU BAND 
OF LAKE SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF 
WISCONSIN 



Approved August 15, 1936 



PREAMBLE 



We, the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin, 
grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, in order to secure its blessings, to re- 
establish our tribal organization, to conserve and develop our common resources, to 
establish a credit system and to promote the welfare of ourselves and our descen- 
dants, hereby ordain and establish this Constitution, 



ARTICLE I — TERRITORY 

The jurisdiction of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of 
Wisconsin shall extend to the territory within the original confines of the Lac du 
Flambeau Reservation as defined pursuant to the treaty dated September 30, 1854 (10 
Stat, 1109), and to such other lands within or without said boundaries as may here- 
after be added thereto under any law of the United States, except as otherwise pro- 
vided by law, 

ARTICLE II — MEMBERSHIP 

* SECTION 1, All persons of Indian blood whose names appear on the official census 

roll of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation as of January 1, 1936, shall be members of 
, t the Tribe, provided, that the Tribal Council shall have power to revise said roll, 

with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, at any time within two years from 
the approval of this Constitution, 

.•*' SEC, 2. (a) Any child, of one-fourth (£) or more Indian blood born to any member 

of the Tribe who at the birth of such child resided on the reservation shall be en- 
titled to membership, 

(b) Any child of one-half (J) or more Indian blood bom to any member shall be en- 
titled to membership regardless of his parents* residence, 

(c) Any person of Indian blood who is a descendant of any member may be admitted 
to membership by a majority vote of the Tribal Council, 

(d) Any person of Indian blood a&rried to a member may be admitted to membership 
by a three-fourth (3/4) vote of the Tribal Council, 

(e) Any person adopted into membership must be a permanent resident of the reset— 
V vation and not a member of any other Indian tribe. 

, ^ ,ff) Applications for membership shall be submitted by the applicant or his parent 

or guardian to a Committee on Membership, which shall pass upon them and present them 
■? ,.,j>^; to the Tribal Council for final action. 



SEC. 3. Vested property rights shall not be acquired or lost through membership 
in this organization except as provided herein. 

ARTICLE III — THE GOVERNING BODY 

SECTION 1. The governing body of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chip- 
pewa Indians of Wisconsin shall be the Tribal Council. 

SEC. 2. The Council shall consist of a President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and eight (8) additional members. The officers and Councilmen shall be 
nominated and elected by popular vote as provided in Article IV of this Constitution. 

SEC. 3. The President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer shall act as the 
Executive Council of the Tribal Council, to which the Tribal Council may delegate 
such administrative power as it shall see fit. 

SEC. 4. No person shall be a candidate for membership on the Tribal Council un- 
less he shall b© an enrolled member of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin, at least twenty-five (25) years of age, and a resident 
of the reservation for at least one year preceding the date of election. 

ARTICLE IV — NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION 

SECTION 1. The first election of a Tribal Council of twelve members under this 
Constitution shall be called and supervised by the Constitution Committee as now con- 
stituted, within thirty (30) days after the ratification of this Constitution and By- 
laws, and thereafter elections of six Councilmen shall be held every year on the 
first Tuesday in October. 

SEC. 2. Immediately after the first election the Council shall meet and choose by 
lot two officers and four councilmen who shall serve until the next annual election, 
the remaining officers and councilmen to serve until the second annual election. Af- 
ter the first election, officers and councilmen shall be elected for two years and 
serve until their successors are elected and qualified. 

SEC. 3. The Tribal Council shall determine rules and regulations governing all 
elections following the State of Wisconsin procedure as far as practicable. 

SEC. 4. Any qualified member of the Tribe may become a candidate for membership 
in the Council by notifying the Secretary of the Tribal Council in writing of his can 
didacy at least fifteen days prior to the election. It shall be the duty of the Se- 
cretary of the Tribal Council to post at least ten days before the election, the 
names of all candidates for the Council. 

SEC. 5. The Tribal Council, or a board appointed by the Council, shall certify to 
the election of the members of the Council immediately after the election returns. 

SEC. 6. Any member of the Tribe who is twenty-one (21) years of age or over and 
who presents himself at the polls on election day, shall be entitled to vote. 

ARTICLE V — VACANCIES AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE 

SECTION 1. ][f a Councilman or official shall die, resign, permanently leave the 

*rvation, or to be removed from office, the Council shall declare the position va- 
LlyC : and appoint a successor to fill the unexplred term, provided that the person 
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chosen to fill siuch vacancy shall be qualified. 

SEC. 2. Members of the Tribal Council or other elected officials of this organi- 
zation may be removed from office for improper conduct ov gross neglect of duty upon 
petition signed by twenty-five or more members of the organization, stating their 
reasons for such removal. The Tribal Council shall consider such complaint and if 
deemed sufficient for removal, the Council shall appoint an impartial committee com- 
posed of five members of the Tribe, none of whom shall be a member of the Council or 
one of the signers of the petition, who shall immediately proceed to investigate and 
report to the Council. The Tribal Council, shall, upon receipt of such report, grant 
a hearing, hear testimony and determine the action to be taken, and if such investiga- 
tion shall merit removal, it shall be ordered by a majority vote of the Council. And 
it is further provided that such removed official shall have the right of appeal to 
the whole Tribe at an annual or special election. 

ARTICLE VI POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE TRIBAL COUNCIL 

SECTION 1. The Tribal Council shall have the power, subject to any limitations 
imposed by the statutes or the Constitution of the United States, and subject to all 
express restrictions upon such powers contained in this Constitution and By-laws: 

(a) To regulate the use and disposition of tribal property to protect and preserve 
the tribal property, wild life and natural resources of the Lac du Flambeau Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa Indians, to cultivate Indian arts, crafts, and culture, to ad- 
minister charity, to protect the health, security, and general welfare of the Tribe® 

(b) To employ legal counsel for the protection and advancement of the rights of 
the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians and its members, the choice 
of counsel and fixing of fees to be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the 
Interior. 



(c) To negotiate with the Federal, State, and local governments, on behalf of the 
Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians and to advise and consult with 
the representatives of the Department of the Government of the United States on all 
matters affecting the affairs of the Tribe. 

(d) To approve or veto any sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of tribal lands, 
and tribal assets, which may be authorized or executed by the Secretary of the Inter- 
ior, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, or any other agency of the Government, pro- 
vided that no tribal lands shall be sold or encumbered, or leased for a period of ex- 
cess of five years, except that mining leases may be made for such longer periods as 
may be authorized by law. 

(e) To advise with the Secretary of the Interior, with regard to all appropriation 
estimates, or Federal projects, for the benefit of the Tribe, prior to the submission 
of such estimates to the Bureau of the Budget and to Congress. 

(f) To manage all economic affairs and enterprises of the Tribe in accordance with 
the terms of a charter to be issued by the Secretary of the Interior. 



(g) To make assignments of tribal lands to members of the Tribe in conformity with 
Article VII of this Constitution. 




(h) To appropriate for tribal use any available applicable tribal funds provided 
t if any appropriation shall result in the total appropriations for any fiscal 
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year amounting to more than $5,000, such appropriation shall not be effective until 
approved by popular referendum. 

(i) To promulgate and enforce ordinances, subject to review by the Secretary of 
the Interior, which provide for taxes, assessments, or license fees upon non-members 
doing business within the reservation, or obtaining special rights or privileges, and 
the same, without such review, may also be applied to members of the Tribe, provided 
such ordinances have been approved by a popular referendum of the Tribe. 

(j) To exclude from the restricted lands of the reservation persons not legally 
entitled to reside thereon, under ordinances which shall be subject to review by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

(k) To enact resolutions or ordinances in accordance with Article II of this Con- 
stitution governing adoptions and abandonment of membership, provided that such adop- 
tion shall require the approval of the Secretary of the Interior for each applicant 
unless he is a person of Indian descent and related by marriage or descent to a mem- 
ber of the Tribe. 

(l) To promulgate and enforce ordinances which shall be subject to review by the 
Secretary of the Interior, governing the conduct of members of the Tribe and provid- 
ing for the maintenance of law and order and the administration of justice by the es- 
tablishment of an Indian court, and defining its powers and duties. 

(m) To purchase land from members of the Tribe for public purposes under condemna- 
tion proceedings of competent jurisdiction. 

(n) To promulgate and enforce ordinances which are intended to safeguard and pro- 
mote the peace, safety, morals, and general welfare of the Tribe by regulating the 
conduct of trade and the use and disposition of property upon the reservation, provid 
ing that any ordinance directly affecting non-members shall be subject to review by 
the Secretary of the Interior. 

(o) To charter subordinate organizations for economic purposes and to regulate 
the activities of all cooperative and other associations which may be organized under 
any charter issued under this Constitution. 

(p) To regulate the inheritance of real and personal property, other than allott- 
ed lands, within the Lac du Flambeau Reservation, subject to review by the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

(q) To regulate the domestic relations of members of the Tribe. 

(r) To recommend and provide for the appointment of guardians for orphans, minor 
members of the Tribe, and mental incompetents, subject to the approval of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, and to administer tribal and other funds or property which may 
be transferred or entrusted to the Tribe or Tribal Council for this purpose. 

(s) To create and maintain a tribal fund by accepting grants or donations from any 
person, Statue, or the United States, or by tribal enterprises. 

(t) To delegate to subordinate boards or to cooperative associations which are 
open to all members of the Tribe, any of the foregoing powers, reserving the right 
to review any action taken by virtue of such delegated power. 
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(u) To adopt resolutions or ordinances to effectuate any of the foregoing powers. 

(v) To pledge tribal assets, except tribal lands, as collateral to secure loans but 
only with the approval of a referendum vote of the members of the Tribe and with the 
approval of the Secretary of the Interior. 

SEC, 2. Any resolution or ordinance, which, by the terms of this Constitution, is 
subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be presented to the Superin- 
tendent of the reservation, who shall, within ten days thereafter, approve or disap- 
prove the same, and if such ordinance or resolution is approved, it shall thereupon be 
come effective, but the Superintendent shall transmit a copy of the same, bearing his 
endorsement, to the Secretary of the Interior, who may, within ninety (90) days from 
the date of enactment, rescind said ordinance or resolution for any cause, by notify- 
ing the Council of such action: Provided, that if the Superintendent shall refuse to 
approve any resolution or ordinance submitted to him, within ten days after its enact- 
ment, he shall advise the Council of his reasons therefor, and the Council, if such 
reasons appear to be insufficient, may refer it to the Secretary of the Interior, who 
may pass upon same and either approve or disapprove it within ninety (90) days from 
its enactment, 

SEC. 3, The Council of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians 
of Wisconsin may exercise such further powers as may in the future be delegated to it 
by the Federal Government, either through order of the Secretary of the Interior or 
by Congress, or by the State Government or by members of the Tribe. 

SEC. 4, Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Lac du Flambeau Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin but not expressly referred to in this Con- 
stitution shall not be abridged by this article, but may be exercised by the members 
of the Tribe through the adoption of appropriate by-laws and constitutional amend- 
ments. 



ARTICLE VII — LAND 

SECTION 1, Allotted Lands .— Allotted lands, Including heirship lands, within the 
Lac du Flambeau Reservation shall continue to be held as heretofore by their present 
owners. It is recognized that under such existing law such lands may be condemned for 
public purposes, such as roads, public buildings, or other public improvements, upon 
payment of adequate compensation, by any agency of the Federal Government, or by the 
Tribe itself. It is further recognized that under existing law such lands may be in- 
herited by the heirs of the present owner, whether or not they are members of the Lac 
du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin. Likewise, it is re- 
cognized that under existing law the Secretary of the Interior may, in his discretion, 
remove restrictions upon such land, upon application by the Indian owners, whereupon 
the land will become subject to State taxes and may then be mortgaged or sold. The 
right of the individual Indian to hold or to part with his land, as under existing 
law, shall not be abrogated by anything contained in this Constitution, but the owner 
of restricted land may, with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, voluntar- 
ily convey his land to the Tribe either in exchange for a money payment or in exchange 
for an assignment covering the same land or other land, as hereinafter provided. 

SEC, 2. Tribal Lands , —-The unallotted lands of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation, 
and all lands which may hereafter be acquired by the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Su- 
perior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin or by the United States in trust for the said 
Tribe shall be held as tribal lands, and no part of such land shall be mortgaged or 
O U Tribal lands shall not be allotted to individual Indians, but may be assigned 

ERIC 
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to members of the Tribe, or leased, or otherwise used by the Tribe, as hereinafter 
provided. 

SEC. 3. Leasing of Tribal Lands , — Tribal lands may be leased by the Tribal Coun- 
cil, with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, for such periods of time as 
are permitted by law. 

In the leasing of tribal lands preference shall be given, first, to cooperative 
associations of members of the Tribe, and, secondly, to individual Indians who are 
members of the Tribe. No lease of tribal lands to a non-member shall be made by the 
Tribal Council unless it shall appear that no cooperative association of members of 
the Tribe or individual member of the Tribe is able and willing to use the land and 
to pay a reasonable fee for such use. 

Grazing permits covering tribal land may be issued by the Tribal Council in con- 
formity with Departmental Regulations for the protection of Indian range and timber 
resources authorized by Section 6 of the Act of June 18, 1934. 

SEC. 4. Grant of "Standard" Assignments . ~In any assignment of tribal lands which 
are now owned by the Tribe or which may be acquired hereafter for the Tribe by the 
United States or purchased by the Tribe out of tribal funds, preference shall be giv- 
en, first, to heads of families which are entirely landless, and secondly, to heads 
of families which have no allotted lands, or Interests in allotted lands, but shall 
have already received assignments consisting of less than an economic unit of agri- 
cultural land, or other land or interests in land of equal value, such economic unit 
to be determined from time to time by the Tribal Council. 

No allotted member of the Tribe who may hereafter have the restrictions upon his 
land removed and whose land may hereafter be alienated, except to the Tribe, shall 
be entitled to receive an assignment of land as a landless Indian. 

The Tribal Council, may, if it sees fit, charge a fee of not to exceed five dol- 
lars ($5.00) on approval of an assignment made under this section. 

Assignments made under this section shall be for the primary purpose of establish- 
ing homes for landless members and shall be known as "standard" assignments. 

SEC. 5. Tenure of "Standard" Assignments ^— If any member of the Tribe holding a 
"standard" assignment of land shall, for a period of one year fail to use the land so 
assigned or shall use such land for any unlawful purpose such assignment may be can- 
celled by the Tribal Council after due notice and an opportunity to be heard, and the 
said land may be reassigned in accordance with the provisions of Section 4 of this ar 
tide. 



Upon the death of any Indian holding a "standard" assignment, his heirs or other 
individuals designated by him, by will or written request shall have a preference in 
the reassignment of the land, provided such persons are members of the Tribe who 
would be eligible to receive a "standard" assignment. 



SEC. 6. Grant of "Exchange" Assignments ^— Any members’ of the Tribe who owns an 
allotment or any share or heirship land may voluntarily convey his interest in such 
land to the Tribe in exchange for an assignment to the same land or other land of 
equal value. If the assignee prefers, he may receive, in lieu of a specific tract of 
land, a proportionate share in a larger unit of land or other interest. 
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Assignments under this section shall be known as "exchange" assignments. 



SEC* 7, Inheritance of Improvements .— Improvements of any character made upon as- 
signed land may be bequeathed to and inherited by members of the Lac du Flambeau Band 
of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin or otherwise disposed of under such 
regulations as the Tribal Council shall provide. No permanent improvements shall be 
removed from the land without the consent of the Tribal Council, 

SEC, 8, Exchange of Assignments . —Assignments may be exchanged between members of 
the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin by common ccn 
sent in such a manner as the Tribal Council shall designate, 

SEC. 9. Purchase of Land by Tribe . — Tribal funds may be used with the consent of 
the Secretary of the Interior, to acquire land, under the following conditions: 

(a) Land within or without the Lac du Flambeau Reservation which is not now in In- 
dian ownership may be purchased by or for the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians, 

(b) Restricted land, which is in heirship status at the time of the adoption and 
approval of this Constitution, may be purchased by or for the Tribe, with the consent 
of all the adult heirs, and the legal guardians of minor heirs, payment therefor to 
be made as may be agreed upon, 

SEC, 10, Method of Making Assignments .**— Applications for assignments shall be 
filed with the Secretary of the Council, and shall be in writing, setting forth the 
name of the person or persons applying for the land and as accurate a description of 
the land desired as the circumstances shall permit. 

Notices of all applications received by the Secretary shall be posted by him in 
the Agency office and in at least three other conspicuous places in the district in 
which the land is located for not less than twenty (20) days before action is taken 
by the Council. Any member of the Tribe wishing to oppose the granting of an assign- 
ment shall do so in writing, setting forth his objections, to be filed v/ith the Secre 
tary of the Council, and may if he so desires appear before the Council to present 
evidence. The Secretary of the Council shall furnish the Superintendent or other of- 
ficers in charge of the Agency a complete record of all action taken by the Council 
on applications for assignments of land, and a complete record of assignments shall 
be kept in the Agency office and shall be open for inspection by members of the Tribe, 

The Council shall draw up one or more forms for "standard" and "exchange" assign- 
ments, which shall be aubject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, 

ARTICLE VIII — AMENDMENTS 

Amendments to this Constitution and By-laws may be ratified and approved in the 
same manner as this Constitution and By-laws. Whenever the Tribal Council by a vote 
of eight members shall consider an amendment necessary such amendment shall be sent 
to the Secretary of the Interior, It shall then be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Interior to call an election. If at such election the amendment is adopted by a ma- 
jority vote of the adult members of the Tribe voting thereon in an election in which 
at least thirty per cent of those entitled to vote shall vote, such amendment shall 
be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior and if approved by him shall thereupon 
become effective. 
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BY-LAWS OF THE LAC DU FLAMBEAU BAND OF LAKE SUPERIOR 
CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF WISCONSIN 



ARTICLE I ~ DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

SECTION 1. The President of the Tribal Council shall preside at all meetings of 
the Council, He shall at all times have general supervision of the affairs of the 
Tribal Council and such matters as naturally pertain to the general welfare of the 
Community, It shall also be the duty of the President to countersign all checks 
drawn against funds of the Tribe by the Treasurer, He shall vote only in case of a 
tie. The President shall be ex-officio member of all subordinate boards and com- 
mittees, 

SEC, 2, In the absence of the President, the Vice President shall preside at all 
meetings of the Tribal Council and shall act In his stead in all matters pertaining 
to the office of the President, 

SEC, 3, The Secretary shall keep an accurate record of all proceedings of the 
Tribal Council and furnish copies thereof to the Superintendent of the jurisdiction. 
He shall attend to the keeping of the official records of the Tribal Council and 
shall be responsible for the prompt and efficient handling of all correspondence per 
taining to the business of the Tribal Council, All official records of the Tribal 
Secretary shall be open to inspection by the members of the Tribe at all times. The 
Secretary shall be ex-officio member of all subordinate boards and committees, 

SEC, 4, The Treasurer shall be the custodian of all funds in possession of the 
Tribe from any source. He shall be bonded by a surety company of recognized stand- 
ing in an amount to be determined by the Tribal Council, such surety company and 
bond to be approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, He shall keep an accur- 
ate record of all such funds and shall disburse the same in accordance with the vote 
of the Tribal Council and as designated by this Constitution and By-laws, The books 
shall be open to audit and examination by the duly authorized officers of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior at all times. 

The records of the Treasurer shall be open to inspection by members of the Tribe, 
members of the Tribal Council and its officers, 

SEC, 5. The subordinate officers, boards, and committees of the Tribal Council 
shall perform such duties as the Tribal Council shall, by resolution, from time to 
time provide. 



ARTICIE II — OATH 

All officers when elected shall be duly installed and subscribe to an oath of of- 
fice to support the Constitution of the United States and this Constitution, Such 
officers may be sworn in by any officer qualified to adminster an oath, 

ARTICIE III — MEETINGS 

SECTION 1, Regular meetings of the Tribal Council shall be held on the first 
Friday of January, April, July, and Octoberand at such other times as the Council 
shall designate. Special meetings shall be held at the discretion of the President, 
or upon request of three members of the Tribal Council, Five days written notice 
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shall be given to all Council members. 

SEC. 2. Seven members shall constitute a quorum. 

SEC. 3. The Tribal Council shall prescribe such rules of order for its meetings 
as it desires. 

SEC. 4. The meetings of the Tribal Council except executive sessions shall be 
public to the Tribe. 

ARTICLE IV — ADOPTION OF CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

This Constitution and By-laws, when ratified by a majority vote of the adult mem- 
bers of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin voting 
at a special election called for the purpose by the Secretary of the Interior, provid- 
ed that at least thirty (30) percent of those entitled to vote shall vote in such 
election, shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior, and, if approved, shall 
be effective from the date of approval. 



*** 

CERTIFICATION OF RATIFICATION 

Pursuant to an order, approved June 11, 1936, by the Secretary of the Interior, the 
attached Constitution and By-laws were submitted for ratification to the adult mem- 
bers of the Lac du Flambeau Band of lake Superior Chippewa Indians of the Lac du Flam- 
beau Reservation in Wisconsin, and were on July 18, 1936, duly adopted by a vote of 
182 for, and 51 against, in an election in which over 30 percent of those entitled to 
vote cast their ballots, in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization 
Act of June 18, 1934, (48 Stat. 984), as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935, (49 Stat, 
378). 



BEN CHOSA, 

Chairman of Election Board. 

CHARLES SUNN, 

Secretary of Election Board. 

J. C. CAVILL, Superintendent. 

*** 

I, Harold L. Ickes, the Secretary of the Interior of the Uhited States of America, 
by virtue of the authority granted me by the Act of June 18, 1934, (48 Stat. 984), as 
amended, do hereby approve the attached Constitutions and By-laws of the Lac du Flam- 
beau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin. 

All rules and regulations heretofore promulgated by the Interior Department or by 
the Office of Indian Affairs, so far as they may be incompatible with any of the pro- 
visions of the said Constitution and By-laws are hereby declared inapplicable to the 
adult members of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wiscon- 
sin, 

All officers and employees of the Interior Department are ordered to abide by the 
O ovisions of the said Constitution and By-laws. 
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Approval recommended: August 5, 1936. 

WILLIAM ZIMMERMAN, JR. 

Assistant Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 



Washington, D.C., August 15, 1936. 



HAROLD L. ICKES, 
Secretary of the Interior. 

[SEAL] 



*** 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE LAC DU FLAM- 
BEAU BAND OF LAKE SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA INDIANS 



AMENDMENT I 



Article VI, Powers and Duties of the Tribal Council, shall be amended as to Sec- 
tion 1 (d) to read as follows: 

"(d). To approve or veto any sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance 
of tribal lands, and tribal assets, which may be authorized or execut- 
ed by the Secretary of the Interior, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
or any other agency of the Government, provided that no tribal lands 
shall be sold or encumbered, or leased for a period in excess of 10 
years, except that mining leases may be made for such longer periods as 
may be authorized by law." 

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION 



Pursuant to an order approved on March 15, 1943, by the Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior, the attached amendment to the tribal constitution was submitted for ratifica 
t ion to the members of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of 
the Lac du Flambeau Reservation, and was on April 24, 1943, duly adopted by a vote of 
141 for and 40 against, in an election in which over 30 percent of those entitled to 
vote cast their ballots in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization 
Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended by the act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 
378). 

BEN CHOSA, 

President, Tribal Council. 



J. C. CAVILL, 

Superintendent, Great Lakes Agency. 



GEORGE W. BROWN, 
Secretary, Tribal Council. 
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approval 

I, Oscar L. Chapman, the Assistant Secretary of the Interior of the United States 
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of America, by virtue of the authority granted me by the act of June 18, 1934 (48. 
Stat. 984), as amended, do hereby approve the attached Amendment to the Constitution 
and By-laws of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians. 

Approval recommended June 19, 1943. 

PAUL L. FICKINGER, 

For the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 



OSCAR L. CHAPMAN, 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
Washington, D.C., June 25, 1943. [SEAL] 



*** 



AMENDMENT II 

Article II, Section 1, Membership, shall be amended to read as follows: 

"SECTION 1.— All persons of Indian blood whose names appear on the offi- 
cial census roll of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation as of January 1, 

1936, shall be members of the Tribe: Provided . That the Tribal Council 
shall have power to revise said roll, with the approval of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, at any time within twelve years from the appro- 
val of this Constitution." 

I, Oscar L. Chapman, the Assistant Secretary of the Interior of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority granted me by the act of June 18, 1934 (48 
Stat. 984), as amended, do hereby approve the above Amendment II to the Constitution 
and By-laws of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wiscon- 
sin. 



Approval recommended. 



WILLIAM A. BROPHY, 

Commission of Indian Affairs. 



OSCAR L. CHAPMAN, 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 



Washington, D.C., June 2, 1945. 

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 



[SEAL] 



Pursuant to an order approved March 22, 1945, by the Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior, the attached amendment to the Constitution and By-laws of the Lac du Flam- 
beau Band of lake Superior Chippewa Indians we is submitted for ratification to the 
qualified voters of the Lac du Flambeau Band and was on April 14, 1945, duly adopted 
by a vote of 137 for, and 3 against, in an election in which more than 30 percent of 
those entitled to vote cast their ballots in accordance with Section 16 of the In- 
dian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended by the Act of 
June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378). 

BEN CHOSA, 

President, Lac du Flambeau Tribal 

C ovine il 
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GEORGE W. BROWN, 

Secretary, Lac du Flambeau Tribal Council. 



J. C. CAVILL, 

Superintendent, Great Lakes Agency. 



AMENDMENT III 



Article VIII, Amendments, shall be amended to read as follows: 

’’Amendments to this Constitution and By-laws may be ratified and ap- 
proved in the same manner as this Constitution and By-laws. Whenever 
the Tribal Council by a vote of eight members shall consider an amend 
ment necessary such amendment shall be sent to the Secretary of the 
Interior. It shall then be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior 
to call an election. If at such election the amendment is adopted by 
a majority vote of the adult members of the Tribe residing on the re- 
servation voting thereon in an election in which at least thirty per- 
cent of those entitled to vote shall vote, such amendment shall be 
submitted to the Secretary of the Interior and if approved by him 
shall thereupon become effective.” 



Pursuant to an order approved on March 15, 1943, by the Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior, the attached amendment to the tribal constitution was submitted for ratifi- 
cation to the members of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians 
of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation, and was on April 24, 1943, duly adopted by a vote 
of 145 for and 35 against, in an election in which over 30 percent of those entitled 
to vote cast their ballots in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganiza- 



tion Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984) as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 
Stat. 378). 



J. C. CAVILL, 

Superintendent, Great Lakes Agency. 



I, Oscar L. Chapman, the Assistant Secretary of the Interior of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority granted me by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 
Stat. 984), as amended, do hereby approve the attached amendment to the Constitution 
and By-laws of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians. 

Approval recommended: June 19, 1943. 

PAUL L. FICKINGER, 

O For the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 



CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION 



BEN CHOSA, 

President, Tribal Council 



GEORGE W. BROWN, 
Secretary, Tribal Council. 
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OSCAR L. CHAPMAN, 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, D.C., June 25, 1943. [SEAL] 

*** 

AMENDMENT IV 

Article II, Section 1, shall be amended to read as follows: 

"All persons of Indian blood whose names appear on the official census 
roll of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation as of January 1, 1936, shall 
be members of the Tribe, Provided, that the Tribal Council shall have 
power to revise said roll, with the approval of the Secretary of the 
Interior, at any time within seventeen years from the approval of 
this Constitution.” 



CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 

Pursuant to an order of September 26, 1952, by the Assistant Secretary of the In- 
terior, the attached amendment to the Constitution and By-laws of the Lac du Flambeau 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians was submitted for ratification to the qualified 
voters of the Lac du Flambeau Band and was on October 7, 1952, duly adopted by a vote 
of 86 for, and 4 against, in an election in which more than 30 percent of those en- 
titled to vote cast their ballots in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganji 
zation Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended. 

BEN CHOSA, 

, President, Lac du Flambeau Tribal Council 

GEORGE V/. Ku OWN, 

Secretary, Lac du Flambeau Tribal Council 

E. J. RILEY 

Administrative Officer 

Consolidated Great Lakes Area Field Office 



I, Joel D. Wolfsohn, Assistant Secretary of the Interior of the United States of 
America, fey virtue of the authority granted me by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 
984), as amended, do hereby approve the attached Amendment IV to the Constitution and 
By-laws of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin. 

Approval recommended r January 14, 1953 

[Unintelligible] 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

JOEL D. WOLFSOHN 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior 
[SEAL] 



Washington, D.C., January 21, 1953. 

O . 




*** 
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AMENDMENT V 

Article VI, Section 1, Sub-section (b) of the Constitution, which reads: 

"To appropriate for tribal use any available applicable tribal funds 
provided that if any appropriation shall result in the total appro- 
priations for any fiscal year amounting to more than $5,000.00 such 
appropriation shall not be effective until approved by popular re- 
ferendum. " 

SHALL BE CHANGED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

"To appropriate for tribal use any available applicable tribal funds 
provided that if any appropriation shall result in the total appro- 
priations for any fiscal year amounting to more than $10,000.00 such 
appropriation shall not be effective until approved by popular re- 
ferendum." 

Amendment carried by 118 votes for and 24 against, 

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 

Pursuant to an order approved April 3, 1959, by the Asst. Secretary of the Inter- 
ior, the attached amendment to the Constitution and By-laws of the Lac du Flambeau 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation, Wisconsin, 
was submitted for adoption to the qualified voters of the tribe and was on May 22, 
1959 duly adopted by a vote of 118 for, and 24 against, in an election in which at 
least 30 percent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots in accordance with 
Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amend 
ed by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378). 

PETER CHRISTIANSEN 
President, Tribal Council 
Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians 

MARY THEOBALD 
Secretary, Tribal Council 
Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians 

E. J. RILEY 5/27/59 

Supt., Great Lakes Agency 



APPROVAL 



I, Fred G. Aandahl, Assistant Secretary of the Interior of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority granted me by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 
984), as amended, do hereby approve the attached Amendment V of the Constitution and 
By-laws of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin. 



Approval recommended: June 11, 1959 



[Unintelligible} 



O 



Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
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Washington, D,C, 
June 19, 1959 



FRED G. AANDAHL 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior 
[SEAL] 



*** 

AMENDMENT VI 

Article VII, Section 9, Purchase of Land by Tribe. Tribal funds may be used to 
acquire land under the following circumstances: 

(a) Land within or without the Lac du Flambeau Reservation which is not 

now in a trust or restricted Indian ownership may be purchased by 
or for the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians, 
either with funds under control of the Tribal Council, or, if the 
Secretary of the Interior consents, with other tribal funds, 

(b) Restricted or trust lands, including land in heirship status, may 

be purchased with funds \mder the control of the Tribal Council, 
or; if the Secretary of the Interior consents; with other tribal 
fluids." 

approval 

I. John A. Carver, Asst. Secretary of the Interior of the United States of Ameri- 
ca, by virtue of the authority granted me by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), 
as amended, do hereby approve Amendment VI to the Constitution and By-laws of the Lac 
du Flambeau Band of the Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin. 

Approval recommended: 

[Unintelligible] 

Commissioner 



JOHN A. CARVER, JR. 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior 



Washington, D.C, 
Nov. 13, 1961 



CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 



Pursuant to an order approved June 29, 1961, by the Assistant Secretary of the In- 
terior, the attached amendment to the Constitution and By-laws of the Lac du Flambeau 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation, Wisconsin, 
was submitted for adoption to the qualified voters of the Tribe and was on October 3, 
1961, duly adopted by a vote of 86 [?] for, and 43 against, in an election in which 
at least 30 percent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots in accordance with 
Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amend 
ed by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378). 
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PETER CHRISTIANSEN 
President, Tribal Council 
Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians 

[Unintelligible] 

Secretary, Tribal Council 
Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians 



E. J. RILEY 

Superintendent, Great Lakes Agency 




*** 
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CCKPORATE CHARTER OF THE RED CLIFF BAND OF IAKE 
SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF THE RED 
CLIFF RESERVATION, WISCONSIN 

Ratified October 24, 1936 



Whereas, the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of the Red Cliff Re- 
servation in Wisconsin constitute a recognized Indian tribe organized under a consti- 
tution and by-laws ratified by the Tribe on April 18, 1936, and approved by the Secret 
tary of the Interior on June 1, 1936, pursuant to Section 16 of the Act of June 18, 
1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935, (49 Stat. 378); and 

Whereas, more than one- third of the adult members of the Tribe have petitioned 
that a charter of incorporation be granted to such Tribe, subject to ratification by 
a vote of the adult Indians living on the reservation; 

Now, therefore, I, Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior, by virtue of the 
authority conferred upon me by the said Act of June 18, 1934, (48 Stat. 984), do here 
by issue and submit this charter of incorporation to the Red Cliff Band of Lake Super 
ior Chippewa Indians of the Red Cliff Reservation to be effective from and after such 
time as it may be ratified by a majority vote of the adult Indians living on the Re- 
servation. 



1, Corporate Existence . In order to further the economic development of the Red 
Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of the Red Cliff Reservation in Wiscon- 
sin by conferring upon said Tribe certain corporate rights, powers, privileges, and 
immunities, and imposing upon such organized community the responsibility of volun- 
tary cooperative group action; to secure for the members of the Tribe the means of 

an assured economic independence; and to provide for the proper exercise by the Tribe 
of various functions and responsibilities heretofore performed and assumed by the De- 
partment of the Interior, the aforesaid Tribe is hereby chartered as a body politic 
and corporate of the United States of America under the corporate name "The Red Cliff 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians," 

2. Perpetual Succession . The Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians 
shall, as a Federal Corporation, have perpetual succession. 

2* Membership . The Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians shall be a 
membership corporation. Its members shall consist of all persons now or hereafter 
members of the Tribe, as provided by its duly ratified and approved Constitution and 
By-laws. 

4. Management . The Tribal Council of the Tribe established in accordance with 
the said Constitution and By-laws of the Tribe, shall exercise all the corporate pow- 
ers hereinafter enumerated. 
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5. Corporate Powers . The tribe, subject to any restrictions contained in the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States, or in the Constitution and By-laws of the 
said Tribe, shall have the following corporate powers, in addition to all powers al- 
idy conferred or guaranteed by the Tribal Constitution and By-laws. 



(a) To adopt, use, and alter at its pleasure a corporate seal* 

(b) To purchase, take by gift, bequest, or otherwise, own, hold, nanage, oper- 

ate, and dispose of property of every description, real and personal, sub- 
ject to the following limitations: 

(1) No sale or mortgage may be made by the Tribe of any land, or inter- 

ests in land, including water power sites, water rights, oil, gas, 
and other mineral rights, now or hereafter held by the Tribe within 
the boundaries of the Red Cliff Reservation, 

(2) No mortgage may be made by the Tribe of any standing timber on any 

land now or hereafter held by the Tribe within the boundaries of the 
Red Cliff Reservation, 

(3) No leases, permits (which terms shall not include land assignments to 

members of the Tribe) or timber sale contracts covering any land or 
interests in land now or hereafter held by the Tribe within the 
boundaries of the Red Cliff Reservation shall be made by the Tribe 
for a longer term than five years, and all such leases, permits or 
contracts must be approved by the Secretary of the Interior or by 
his duly authorized representative; but oil and gas leases, water 
power leases, or any leases requiring substantial improvements of 
the land may be made for longer periods when authorized by law, 

(4) No action shall be taken by or in behalf of the Tribe which in any 

way operates to destroy or injure the tribal grazing lands, timber 
or other natural resources of the Red Cliff Reservation, All leas- 
es, permits, and timber sale contracts relating to the use of tri- 
bal grazing or timber lands shall conform to regulations of the Se- 
cretary of the Interior authorized by Section 6 of the Act of June 
18, 1934, with respect to range carrying capacity, sustained yield 
forestry management, and other matters therein specified. Confor- 
mity to such regulations shall be made a condition of any such 
lease, permit, or timber sale contract, whether or not such agree- 
ment requires the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, and 
violation of such condition shall render the agreement revocable, 
in the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior, 

(5) No distribution of corporate property to members shall be made ex- 

cept out of net income, 

(c) To issue interests in corporate property in exchange for restricted Indian 
lands, the forms of such interests to be approved by the Secretary of the Interior, 

(d) To borrow money from the Indian Credit Fund in accordance with the terms of 
Section 10 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat, 984), or from any other Governmental 
agency, or from any member or association of members of the Tribe, and to use such 
funds directly for productive tribal enterprises, or to loan money thus borrowed to 
individual members or associations of members of the Tribe: Provided . That the amount 
of indebtedness, other than Indebtedness to the Indian Credit Fund, to which the Trib 
may subject itself, shall not exceed ten thousand dollars, except with the express ap 
proval of the Secretary of the Interior, 

(e) To engage in any business that will further the economic well being of the 
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members of the Tribe or to undertake any activity of any nature whatever, 
not inconsistent with law or with any provisions of this charter, 

(f) To make and perform contracts and agreements of every description, not in- 

consistent with law or with any provisions of this charter, with any person, 
association, or corporation, with any municipality or any county, or with 
the United States or the State of Wisconsin, including agreements with the 
State of Wisconsin for the rendition of public services: Provided . That all 
contracts involving payment of money by the corporation in excess of $1,000 
in any one fiscal year shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior or his duly authorized representative, 

(g) To pledge or assign chattels or future tribal income due or to become due to 

the Tribe: Provided . That such agreements of pledge or assignment shall not 
extend more than ten years from the date of execution and shall not cover 
more th an one-half the net tribal income from any one source: And provided 
further . That any such agreement shall be subject to the approval of the Se- 
cretary of the Interior or his duly authorized representative, 

(h) To deposit corporate funds, from whatever source derived, in any national or 

state bank to the extent that such funds are insured by the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, or secured by a surety bond, or other security, ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Interior; or to deposit such funds in the 
Postal Savings Bank or with a bonded disbursing officer of the United States 
to the credit of the corporation, 

(i) To sue and to be sued in courts of competent jurisdiction within the United 

States; but the grant or exercise of such power to sue and to be sued shall 
not be deemed a consent by the said Tribe or by the United States to the 
levy of any judgment, lien or attachment upon the property of the Tribe oth- 
er than income or chattels specially pledged or assigned, 

(j) To exercise such further incidental powers not inconsistent with law, as may 

be necessary to the conduct of corporate business. 



6* Termination of Supervisory Powers . Upon the request of the Tribal Council for 
the termination of any supervisory power reserved to the Secretary of the Interior un- 
der Sections 5 <b) (3), 5 <c), 5 (d), 5 (f), 5 (g), 5 (h), and Section 8 of this char- 
ter, the Secretary of the Interior, if he shall approve such request, shall thereupon 
submit the question of such termination to the Tribe for referendum. The termination 
shall be effective upon ratification by a majority vote at an election in which at 
least 30% of the adult members of the Tribe residing on the reservation shall vote. If 
at any time after five years from the effective date of this charter, such request 
shall be made and the Secretary shall disapprove it or fail to approve or disapprove 
it within ninety days after its receipt, the question of the termination of any such 
power may then be submitted by the Secretary of the Interior or by the Tribal Council 
to popular referendum of the adult members of the Tribe actually living within the 
reservation and if the termination is approved by two- thirds of the eligible voters, 
shall be effective. 



7. Corporate Property . No property rights of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians as heretofore constituted, shall be in any way impaired by anything 
contained in this charter, and the tribal ownership of unallotted lands, whether or 
not assigned to the use of any particular individuals ,, is hereby expressly recognized. 
'qP individually owned proper^' v j\ members of the Tribe shall not be subject to i any 
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corporate debts or liabilities, without such owners 1 consent. Any existing lawful 
debts of the Tribe shall continue in force, except as such debts may be satisfied or 
cancelled pursuant to law, 

8, Corporate Dividends , The Tribe may issue to each of its members a non-trans- 
ferable certificate of membership evidencing the equal share of each member in the 
assets of the Tribe and may distribute per capita, among the recognized members of 
the Tribe all profits of corporate enterprises over and above sums necessary to de- 
fray corporate obligations to members of the Tribe, or to other persons and over and 
above all sums which may be devoted to the establishment of a reserve fund, the con- 
struction of public works, the cost of public enterprises, the expenses of tribal 
government, the need£ of charity, or other corporate purpose. No such distribution 
of profits or income in any one year amounting to a per oapita cash payment of $100 
or more, or amounting to a distribution of more than one-half of the accrued sur- 
plus, shall be made without the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, No dis- 
tribution of the financial assets of the Tribe shall be made except as provided here 
in or as authorized by Congress, 

9, Corporate Accounts , The offioers of the Tribe shall maintain accurate and 
complete public aocounts of the financial affairs of the Tribe, which shall clearly 
sh all credits, debts, pledges, and assignments, and shall furnish an annual 
balance sheet and report of the financial affairs of the Tribe to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, The Treasurer of the Tribe shall be the custodian of all moneys 
v/hich come under the jurisdiction or control of the Tribal Council as provided in 
the Constitution and By-laws of the Red Cliff Band of lake Superior Chippewa In- 
dians, 

10, Amendments , This charter shall not be revoked or surrendered except by Act of 
Congress, but amendments may be proposed by resolutions of the Council which if ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be effective when ratified by a ma- 
jority vote of the adult members living on the reservation at a popular referendum 
in which at least 30 percent of the eligible voters vote, 

J-l* Ratification , This charter shall be effective from and after the date of its 
ratification by a majority vote of the adult members of the Red Cliff Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa Indians living on the Red Cliff Reservation, provided at least 30 
percent of the eligible voters shall vote; such ratification to be formally certi- 
fied by the Superintendent of the Great Lakes Agency and the Chairman of the Tribal 
Council of the Band, 



Submitted by the Secretary of the Interior for ratification by the Red Cliff 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of the Red Cliff Reservation in a popular re- 
ferendum to be held on October 24, 1936, . 

HAROLD 1^,. ICKES , 

1 Secretary of tiie Interior 

r 

! [SEAL] 

Washington, D,C,, October 5, 1^36, 



O 
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CERTIFICATION 

Pursuant to Section 17 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984) , this charter, 
issued on October 5, 1936, by the Secretary of the Interior to the Red Cliff Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of the Red Cliff Reservation, Wisconsin, was duly sub- 
mitted for ratification to the adult Indians living on the reservation and was on 
October 24, 1936, duly adopted by a vote of 74 for, and 1 against, in an election in 
which over thirty per cent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots. 



MARTIN 
Chairman of 



BUFFALO, 

the Tribal Council » 



J. C. CAVILL, 

Superintendent in charge of the reservation. 



*** 




CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE BED CLIFF BAND 
OF LAKE SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA INDIANS , WISCONSIN 



Approved June 1, 1936 



PREAMBLE 

We, the members of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians in the 
State of Wisconsin, in order to reestablish our tribal organization; to conserve our 
tribal property; to develop our common resources; to promote the welfare of oursel- 
ves and our descendants; to form business and other organizations; to enjoy certain 
rights of home rule; and to provide for our people education in vocational and trade 
schools and institutions of higher learning do ordain and establish this constitu- 
tion and by-laws. 



ARTICLE I — TERRITORY 

The jurisdiction of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians shall 
extend to the territory within the original confines of the Red Cliff Reservation as 
defined under the treaty of September 30, 1854, and to such other lands within or 
without such boundaries, as may hereafter be added thereto under any law of the Unit 
ed States, except as otherwise provided by law, 

ARTICLE II — MEMBERSHIP 



SECTION 1. The following shall be members of this organization: 

(a) Persons of Indian blood whose names appear on the official allotment roll of 
1896 and census roll of 1934 of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians 
of Bayfield, Wis, 

(b) All children born to any member of the Red Cliff Band who is a resident of 
the reservation at the time of the birth of such children, 

SEC, 2, Adoption or reinstatement of Indians, not members of the organization, 
shall be made by written application to a membership committee, who shall, upon pro* 
per investigation, make their reccxnmendations to the tribal council for their coo* 
sideration and determination. The decision of the tribal council in all membership 
hearings shall be subject to a referendum vote of the people at the next annual or 
special election, 

SEC, 3, The tribal council shall have power to promulgate ordinances, subject to 
the review of the Secretary of the Interior, covering future membership including 
adoptions and the loss of membership, 

SEC, 4, No property rights shall be acquired or lost through membership in this 
organization, except as provided herein, 

ARTICLE III — GOVERNING BODY 
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The governing body of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
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Inaians shall be a tribal council composed of nine members who shall be chosen at an 
election as herein provided. 

SBC, 2. Members of the tribal council shall be elected by popular ballot for a 
term of 1 year from date of installation in office or until their successors shall 
have been regularly elected and qualified, except as provided in Section 1 of Article 
IV. 



SEC. 3. Each adult member of the organization shall be entitled to cast one vote 
and the nine candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared elec- 
ted. 



SEC. 4. Immediately after the election of members of the council, members so elec- 
ted shall assemble at the council hall and perfect the tribal council organization by 
electing from their own members a chairman, vice chairman, secretary, and treasurer. 
They shall also appoint such other boards, officers, and employees as may be neces- 
sary. 



ARTICLE IV — NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 

SECTION 1. The first election of a tribal council under this constitution shall 
be called, held, and supervised by the present tribal committee within 30 days after 
the approval of this constitution and by-laws by the Secretary of the Interior, and 
thereafter elections shall be held every year on the first Tuesday after the first Mon 
day in July, except that members of the tribal council elected in the first election 
shall hold office until July 1937. 

SEC. 2. Any qualified member of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa In- 
dians of Wisconsin may announce his or her candidacy or be nominated for the council. 
The secretary of the tribal council shall be notified in writing of all candidacies 
and nominations at least 15 days prior to the election. It shall be the duty of the 
secretary of the tribal council to post, at least 10 days before election, the names 
of all candidates for the council who have met these requirements. 

SEC. 3. Any member of the tribe who is 21 years of age or over and who presents 
himself at the polls on election day shall be entitled to vote. 

SEC. 4. The tribal council shall determine rules and regulations governing all 
elections by proper ordinance. 

SEC. 5. The tribal council, or a board appointed by the tribal council, shall cer- 
tify to the election of the members of the council within 3 days after the election re- 
turns. 

SEC. 6. The tribal council, or a board appointed by the tribal council, shall de- 
signate the polling places and appoint all election officials. 

ARTICLE V — VACANCIES AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE 

SECTION 1. Upon receipt of a petition signed by one-third of the eligible voters 
calling for the recall of any member of the council, it shall be the duty of the coun- 
cil to call an election on such recall petition. No member may be recalled in any 
such election unless at least 30 percent of the legal voters shall vote at such elec- 
tion. 

O 
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SEC. 2. The tribal council may be an affirmative vote of six members expel any 
member for neglect of duty or gross misconduct provided that the accused member shall 
be given full and fair opportunity to reply to any and all charges at a designated 
council meeting. It is further stipulated that any such member shall be given a 
written statement of the charges against him at least 5 days before the meeting at 
which he is to appear. Impeachment shall result in disqualifying a member of the 
council from holding any office of trust in the Red Cliff tribal organization. 

SEC. 3. The tribal council shall have power to fill all vacancies caused by 
death, removal, resignation, or otherwise, such appointment to be in force and ef- 
fect until the next general election. 

ARTICLE VI — POWERS 

SECTION 1. The tribal council shall exercise the following powers, subject to 
any limitations imposed by the Constitution or statutes of the United States, and 
subject further to all express restrictions upon such powers contained in this con- 
stitution and the attached by-laws. 

(a) To negotiate with the Federal, State, and local Governments on behalf of the 
tribe and to advise and consult with the representatives of the Interior Department 
on all activities of the Department that may affect the Red Cliff Band. 

(b) To employ counsel for the protection and advancement of the rights of the 
tribe and its members, the choice of counsel and fixing of fees to be subject to the 
approval of the Secretary of the Interior. 

(c) To approve or veto any sale, disposition, lease, or encumbrance of tribal 
lands and tribal assets which may be authorized or executed by the Secretary of the 
Interior, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, or any other agency of the Government: 
Provided. That no tribal lands shall be sold or encumbered or leased for a period in 
excess of 5 years, except for governmental purposes and except that mining leases 
may be made for such longer periods as may be authorized by law. 

(d) To advise with the Secretary of the Interior with regard to all appropriation 
estimates or Federal projects for the benefit of the tribe prior to the submission 
of such estimates to the Bureau of the Budget and to Congress. 

(e) To manage all economic affairs and enterprises of the tribe in accordance with 
the terms of a charter which may be issued to the tribe by the Secretary of the In- 
terior. 

(f ) To appropriate for public purposes of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin available tribal council funds, and subject to review 
by the Secretary of the Interior, any other available tribal funds. 

(g) To levy taxes upon members of the tribe and to require the performance of la- 
bor in lieu thereof, and to levy taxes or license fees, subject to review by the Se- 
cretary of the Interior, upon non-members doing business within the reservation: Pro- 
vided . however . That any such assessment upon members of the tribe shall have the ajj 
proval of the majority of the voters at the next annual or at a special election 
called for this purpose at which 30 percent of the eligible voters vote. 

O 10 To purchase lands of members of the tribe for public purposes, under condem- 
an proceedings in courts of competent jurisdiction. 
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(i) To safeguard and promote the peace, safety, morals, and general welfare of the 
tribe by regulating the conduct of trade and the use and disposition of property upon 
the reservations Provided , That any ordinance directly affecting nonmembers of the 
tribe shall be subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior, 

(j) To regulate the inheritance of property, real and personal, other than allott- 
ed lands within the territory of the Red Cliff Reservation, subject to review by the 
Secretary of the Interior, 

(k) To regulate the manner of making nominations and holding elections for tribal 
officers, 

(l) To adopt resolutions regulating the procedure of the tribal council itself and 
of other tribal agencies and tribal officials, 

(m) To encourage and foster the arts, crafts, traditions, and culture of the Red 
Cliff Band, and to protect and preserve the wildlife and natural resources of the re- 
servation, 

(n) To charter subordinate organizations for economic purposes and to regulate the 
activities of all cooperative associations of members of the tribe by ordinances Pro- 
vided , That any such ordinance shall be subject to review by the Secretary of the In- 
terior, 

(o) To delegate to subordinate boards, or tribal officials, or to cooperative as- 
sociations, which are open to all members of the tribe, any of the foregoing powers, 
reserving the right to review any action taken by virtue of such delegated powers, 

(p) To promulgate and enforce ordinances which shall be subject to review by the 
Secretary of the Interior governing the conduct of members of the Red Cliff Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewas of Wisconsin and providing for the maintenance of law and or- 
der and the administration of justice by establishing a reservation court and defin- 
ing its duties and powers, 

(q) To provide for the appointment of guardians for minors, aged persons, and men- 
tal incompetents by ordinance or resolution, subject to review by the Secretary of the 
Interior, 

SEC, 2, Any resolution or ordinance, which by the terms of this constitution is 
subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be presented to the superin 
tendent of the reservation, who shall, within 10 days thereafter, approve or disap- 
prove the same. If the superintendent shall approve any ordinance or resolution, it 
shall thereupon become effective, but the superintendent shall transmit a copy of the 
same, bearing endorsement, to the Secretary of the Interior, whomay, v/ithin 90 days 
from the date of enactment, rescind the said ordinance or resolution for any cause, 
by notifying the tribal council of such decision. 

If the superintendent shall refuse to approve any resolution or ordinance submit- 
ted to him, within 10 days of its enactment, he shall advise the tribal council of 
his reasons therefor. If these reasons appear to the tribal council insufficient, it 
may, by a majority vote, refer the ordinance or resolution to the Secretary of the In 
terior, who may, within 90 days from the date of its enactment, approve the same in 
writing, whereupon the said ordinance or resolution shall become effective, 

SEC, 3, Future powers ,— The tribal council may exercise such further powers as 
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may in the future be delegated to the tribe by the Secretary of the Interior, or by 
any duly authorized official, or agency of the State or Federal Government, or by in- 
dividual members of the band* 

SEC* 4. Reserved powers .— Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Red 
Cliff Band, but not expressly referred to in this constitution, shall not be abridged 
by this article, but may be exercised by the people of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Su- 
perior Chippewa Indians, through the adoption of appropriate by-laws and constitution 
al amendments* 



ARTICLE VII — REFERENDUM 

Any exercise of enumerated powers lodged in the tribal council shall be subject to 
referendum vote to the people upon a written petition signed by not less than 25 per- 
cent of the total number of voters in the last annual election, provided that not 
less than 30 percent of the eligible voters shall participate in any such referendum, 

ARTICLE VIII ~ LAND 

SECTION 1* Allotted lands, including heirship lands, within the Red Cliff Reser- 
vation, shall continue to be held as heretofore by their present owners. It is 
cognized that under existing law such lands may be condemned for public purposes, such 
as roads, public buildings, or other public improvements, upon payment of adequate 
compensation by any agency of the State of Wisconsin or of the Federal Government or 
by the tribe itself. It is further recognized that under existing law such lands may 
be inherited by the heirs of the present owner, whether or not they are members of 
the Red Cliff Tribe* Likewise, it is recognized that under existing law, the Secre- 
tary of the Interior may, In his discretion, remove restrictions upon such land, up- 
on application by the Indian owner, whereupon the land will become subject to State 
taxes and may then be mortgaged or sold. The right of the individual Indian to hold 
or dispose of his land, as under existing law, shall not be abrogated by anything con 
tained in this constitution, but the owner of restricted land may, with the approval 
of the Secretary of the Interior, voluntarily convey his land to the Red Cliff Band 
either in exchange for a money payment or in exchange for an assignment covering the 
same land or other land, as hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 2. Tribal lands of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians and 
all lands which may hereafter be acquired by the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chip 
pewa Indians, or by the United States in trust for them, shall be held as tribal 
lands, and no part of such lands shall be mortgaged or sold. 

SEC. 3. Tribal lands shall not be allotted to individual Indians but such tribal 
lands as are not required for school, agency, or other administrative use may be as- 
signed by the tribal council to members, or may be leased or otherwise used by the 
tribe as hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 4. Tribal lands may be leased by the tribal council with the approval of the 
Secretary of the Interior in accordance with law. Preference shall be given, first, 
to cooperative associations of members of the tribe; and secondly, to individual In- 
dians who are members of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians. No 
lease of tribal lands to a nonmember shall be made by the tribal council unless it 
shall appear that no cooperative association of members of the tribe or individual 
member of the tribe is able and willing to use the land and to pay a reasonable fee 
for such use. 
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3EC. 5. In any assignment of tribal lands which are new owned by the tribe, or 
which may hereafter be acquired for the tribe by the United States or purchased by 
the tribe by the United States or purchased by the tribe out of tribal funds, or 
which may be designated for the use of the tribe, preference shall be given, first, 
to heads of families which are entirely landless; and secondly* to heads of families 
which have no allotted lands or interests in allotted lands, but shall have already 
received assignments consisting of less than an economic unit of agricultural land, 
or other land or interests in land of equal value, such economic unit to be deter- 
mined by the tribal council. Assignments under this section shall be for the pri- 
mary purpose of establishing homes for landless Indians and shall be known as stan- 
dard assignments. 

No member of the tribe who may hereafter have the restrictions upon his land re- 
moved and whose land may hereafter be alienated shall be entitled to receive an as- 
signment of land as a landless Indian. 

The tribal council may, if it sees fit, levy a service charge not to exceed $15 
on approval of all standard assignments made under this section. 

SEC. 6. If any person holding a standard assignment of land shall for a period 
of 1 year fail to use the lands so assigned or shall use the land for any unlawful 
purpose, his assignment may be canceled by the tribal council after due notice and 
opportunity to be heard. Such land may then be available for reassignment. 

Upon the death of any Indian holding a standard assignment his heirs or other in- 
dividuals designated by him by will or written request shall have preference in the 
reassignment of the land, provided such persons are eligible to receive a standard 
assignment. 

SEC. 7. Any member of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians who 
owns an allotment of land or any share in heirship land or any deeded land, may, with 
the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, voluntarily transfer his interest in 
such land, to the tribe and receive therefor an assignment in the same land or other 
land of equal value, or he may receive a proportionate share in a larger unit of 
land. 

Assignments made under this section shall be known as "exchange assignments." 

SEC. 8. Exchange assignments may be used by the assignee or leased by him to In- 
dian cooperative associations of members, to individual members of the tribe, or if 
no individual member or cooperative association of members is able and willing to 
rent the land, such assignments may be leased to non-Indians in the same manner as 
allotted land. 

SEC. 9. Upon the death of a holder of an exchange assignment such lands shall be 
reassigned by the tribal council to his heirs or devisees, subject to the following 
conditions: 

(a) Such lands may not be reassigned to any heir or devisee who is not a member 
of the Red Cliff Band, except that a life assignment may be made to the surviving 
spouse or child of the holder of such assighment. 

(b) Such lands may not be reassigned to any heir or devisee who already owns or 
holds more than an economic unit of agricultural land or other lands of equal value, 
such unit to be determined from time to time by the council. 
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(c) No agricultural land shall be subdivided into units smaller than acres. 

When interests in assignments shall involve smaller areas than the amount herein set 
out, the tribal council may issue to such heir or devisee a proportionate share in 
other agricultural units or other interests in land or equal value, 

(d) If there are no eligible heirs or devisees of the decedent, the land shall be 
eligible for reassignment the same as other tribal lands, 

SEC, 10, Improvements of any character made upon assigned land are hereby recog- 
nized to be the property of the assignee. Such improvements may be willed to and in- 
herited by members of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewas, When improve- 
ments are not possible of fair division, the tribal council shall dispose cf them un- 
der such regulations as it may provide to protect the interest of said heirs. No per- 
manent improvements may be removed from any tribal or assigned land without the con- 
sent of the tribal council, 

SEC, 11, No member of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewas may use or 
occupy tribal lands except under an assignment or lease, ^ 

SEC, 12, Unassigned land shall be managed by the tribal council for the benefit 
of the members of the entire tribe, 

SEC, 13, Tribal funds may be used by the council, with the consent of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, to acquire land for the Red Cliff Band. 

SEC. 14 t Applications for assignment of land shall be made in writing. Such ap- 
plications shall be submitted to the tribal council at regular or special meetings. 

The application will be placed in the hands of a proper committee who will call the 

matter up for action at the next regular meeting of the tribal council. Any member 

of the tribe may object in writing to a proposed assignment. In the event of objec- 
tion, the chairman of the tribal council shall set a date for a hearing, advising both 
the applicant and the objector. The action of the tribal council shall be final. 

SEC. I5 a The tribal council shall be empowered to consolidate inherited land hold- 
ings by purchase, exchange, transfer, gift, or voluntary relinquishment, including the 
right to reassign same in the public interest. 

SEC. 16. The secretary of the tribal council shall furnish the superintendent or 
other officer in charge of the agency a complete record of all action taken by the 

tribal council on applications for assignment of land, and a complete record of as- 

signments shall be kept in the agency office, and shall be open for inspection by mem- 
bers of the tribe. 

SEC, 17. The tribal council shall draw up one or more forms for standard and ex- 
change assignments, which shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the In- 
terior. 



ARTICLE IX — AMENDMENTS 

This constitution and by-laws may be amended by a majority vote of the qualified 
voters of the Red Cliff Band voting at an election called for that purpose by the Se- 
cretary of the Interior, provided that at least 30 percent of those entitled to vote 
shall vote in such election; but no amendment shall become effective until it shall 
have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior. It shall be the duty of the Se- 
cretary of the Interior to call an election on any proposed amendment, upon receipt 
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of a written resolution of the council signed by at least 7 members thereof. 

BY-LAWS OF THE RED CLIFF BAND OF LAKE SUPERIOR INDIANS 
ARTICLE I — DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

SECTION 1. The duties of the officers of the tribal council shall be as follows: 

(a) The chairman of the tribal council shall preside at all meetings of the coun- 
cil. He shall also be the presiding officer of any general council meeting. He shall 
at all times have general supervision of the affairs of the tribal council and such 
matters as naturally pertain to the general welfare of the community. He shall exe- 
cute all the rules, regulations, and orders of the council, and shall have power to 
call to his assistance any official or member of the tribe whenever he deems it ne- 
cessary for the proper enforcement of any orders of the tribal council, countersign 
all checks drawn by the ^treasurer, and shall perform all other duties that may be pro- 
vided by the council and such other duties as pertain to his office. 

(b) The vice chairman shall assist the chairman when called on so to do, and in the 
absence of the chairman shall preside, and when so presiding shall have all the pri- 
vileges, duties, and responsibilities of the chairman. 

(c) The secretary shall be the custodian of the official records, books, papers, 
and documents of the tribe; he shall keep a record of all the proceedings, resolu- 
tions, and of all the activities of the council; shall handle all correspondence; and 
shall perform all other duties required of his office by the tribal council. 

(d) The treasurer of the tribal council shall accept, receive, receipt for, pre- 
serve, safeguard all funds in the custody of the council whether they be tribal funds 
or special funds for which the council is acting as trustee or custodian. He shall 
deposit all funds in such depository as the council shall direct and shall make and 
preserve a faithful record of such funds and shall report on all receipts and expendi- 
tures and the amount and nature of all funds in his possession and custody, at each 
regular meeting of the tribal council, and at such other times as requested by the 
council or the executive committee. He shall not pay out or otherwise disburse any 
funds in his possession or custody, except in accordance with a resolution duly passed 
by the council. The treasurer shall be required to give a bond satisfactory to the 
council and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

SEC. 2. it shall be the duty of the tribal council to cause the records and books 
of the treasurer and other officials to be audited by a competent auditing committee 
once every year, such committee to make their report under oath, and the same shall 
comprise an itemized statement of all receipts and disbursements, and for what pur- 
poses, avid they shall be compensated for such service in such amount as the tribal 
council shall by resolution provide, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

SEC. 3. The tribal council shall meet on the first Monday of each month. 

SEC. 4. The meeting of the tribal council shall be public, except all executive 
sessions, and the tribal council shall provide rules of order for their meeting. 

SEC. 5. Special meetings of the council may be called by the chairman when deemed 
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necessary, or by a petition signed by a majority of the council upon 3 days ? notice 
thereof, giving the reason for such meeting and the nature of the business to be 
transacted thereat * 

SEC. 8. A majority of the tribal council shall constitute a quorum to do busi- 
ness at all regular and special meetings. 

ARTICLE II — QUALIFICATION OF OFFICERS 

SECTION 1. Members of the council must be at least 25 years of age, and residents 
of the Red Cliff Reservation, and it is further provided that the tribal council 
shall be the judge of the qualifications of its own members. 

SEC. 2. No classified Federal employee tinder civil service shall be eligible to 
hold tribal office under this constitution. 

SEC. 3. Any person elected to office under this constitution must be at least 25 
years of age, a resident member of the tribe for at least 1 year immediately previous 
to his election. 



ARTICLE III — OATH OF OFFICE 

All officials, whether elected or appointed, shall be duly installed and sub- 
scribe to an oath of office to support the Constitution of the United States and this 
constitution. Such officers may be sworn in by any officer qualified to administer 
an oath. 

ARTICLE IV — SALARIES 

SECTION 1, Tribal officials shall be paid such salaries from available tribal 
funds as the tribal council shall decide. All proposals for salaried positions by 
the tribal council shall be referred to the Secretary of the Interior for final de- 
cision. 

SEC, 2. The members of the tribal council, boards, an d committees shall be paid 
for expenses incurred in the interest of the community when previously authorized by 
the tribal council. 



ARTICLE V — ADOPTION OF CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

This constitution and by-laws, when ratified by a majority of the qualified vo- 
ters of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians, voting at a special 
election called for the purpose by the Secretary of the Interior, provided that at 
least 30 percent of the qualified vo*f. ; rs shall vote in such election, shall be sub- 
mitted to the Secretary of the Interior, and if approved, shall be effective from 
the date of approval. 



*** 

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 

Pursuant to an order, approved March 18, 1936, by the Secretary of the Interior, 
the attached constitution and by-laws were submitted for adoption to the adult mem- 
bers of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians and were on April 18, 
1936, duly adopted by a vote of 138 for, and 1 against, in an election in which over 



30 percent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots, in accordance with Section 
16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat, 984), as amended by 
the Act of June 15,-1935 (Public, No, 147, 74th Cong:*), 

- MARTIN BUFFALO, 

Chairman of Election Board. 

MARTIN BUFFALO, 

Chairman of the Tribal Council, 

ALEX F. ROTE, 

Secretary of the Tribal Council* 



J. C, CAVILL, Superintendent, 



*** 

I, Harold L, Ickes, the Secretary of the Interior of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority granted me by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as 
amended, do hereby, approve the attached constitution and by-laws of the Red Cliff 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of the Red Cliff Reservation, 

All rules and regulations heretofore promulgated by the Interior Department or by 
the Office of Indian Affairs, so far as they may be incompatible with any of the pro- 
visions of the said constitution or by-laws are hereby declared inapplicable to the 
Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of the Red Cliff Reservation, 

All officers and employees of the Interior Department are ordered to abide by the 
provisions of the said constitution and by-laws* 

Approval recommended May 26, 1936, 

JOHN COLLIER, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 



HAROLD L. ICKES , 
Secretary of the Interior, 

[seal] 



Washington, D. C,, June 1, 1936. 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAV/S OF THE ST. CROIX BAND 
CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF WISCONSIN 

Approved November 12, 1942 

[The St, Croix Band f s Constitution and By-Laws 
are presently being revised,] 



PREAMBLE 

We, the St, Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin, residing on the St, Croix Reser- 
vation, in order to establish a tribal organization and assume a legal tribal status 
under the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat, 984), hereby adopt 
this constitution. 



ARTICLE I — NAME 

This organization shall be known as "The St 0 Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin," 

ARTICLE II — TERRITORY 

The territory of this organization shall be the St, Croix Reservation as establish 
ed by proclamation of the Secretary of the Interior on November 28 , 1938, and all 
lands hereafter acquired by or for the St, Croix Indians, 

ARTICLE III — MEMBERSHIP 

The membership of the St, Croix Chippewa Indians shall consist of: 

SECTION 1, (a) The St, Croix Indians whose names appear on the roll approved by 

the Commissioner of Indian Affairs on November 10, 1938, who are residing on the St, 
Croix Reservation at the time this constitution is submitted for ratification, 

(b) All children of one-half or more Indian blood born since November 10, 1938, to 
members residing on the St, Croix Reservation, 

SEC, 2, (a) The St, Croix Indians whose names appear on the roll approved by the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs on November 10, 1938, and who are not residing on the 
St. Croix Reservation at the time this Constitution is adopted, shall become members 
by making application to the St, Croix Council, which Council shall cause the names 
of such applicants to be added to the membership roll; Provided, That applicants who 
may be enrolled with another tribe shall first relinquish such member ship * 

(b) The Council shall adopt appropriate ordinances, subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of the Interior, governing the admission to membership of persons, not in- 
cluded in the foregoing, who are of one- half or more degree of Indian blood, and who 
apply for such membership, 

ARTICLE IV — GOVERNING BODY 

SECTION 1, The governing body of this organization shall be the St, Croix Coun- 
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cil, which shall be composed of five members elected biennially by popular vote. 

SEC. 2. The St. Croix Business Committee elected in April 1939, shall serve as 
the Council until the next regular election on the second Saturday in June 1943. 

SEC. 3. The officers of the Council shall consist of a president, vice-president P 
and secretary- treasurer, who shall be chosen by the Council when properly convened. 
The president and vice-president shall be elected from the Council membership* 

SEC. 4. Members who are 21 years of age or over shall be eligible to vote at 
elections. 



ARTICLE V — POWERS OF THE COUNCIL 

SECTION 1. The Council shall have the following powers, subject to any limitation 
imposed by the statutes or by the Constitution of the United States: 

(a) To negotiate with federal, state and local governments on all matters affect- 
ing the welfare of the members of this organization. 

(b) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and the fixing of fees to be 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, 

(c) To veto the sale, disposition, lease, or encumbrance of tribal lands, inter- 
ests in lands, or other tribal assets, 

(d) To adopt ordinances, which will be subject to approval by the Secretary of the 
Interior, providing for the use of tribal lands and the removal from the reservation 
of nonmembers whose presence or activities may be deemed injurious to the welfare of 
the tribe. 

(e) To advise with representatives of the Department with regard to all appropria- 
tion estimates or Federal projects for the benefit of the reservation prior to ad- 
mission of such estimates to the Bureau of the Budget and the Congress. 

(f) To regulate its own procedure, to appoint boards or committees, and to dele- 
gate to such subordinate agencies such powers as may be necessary in the performance 
of the duties assigned to them, reserving the right to review any action taken by 
virtue of such delegated power. 

SEC. 2. The St, Croix Council may exercise, subject to popular referendum, such 
powers as may in the future be delegated to the St. Croix Chippewa Indians of Wiscon- 
sin by the Secretary of the Interior, or by any duly authorized official or agency of 
the Government. 



ARTICLE VI — REFERENDUM 

SECTION 1. Upon a petition by at least one- third of the eligible voters, or upon 
the request of a majority of tho members of the Council, any enacted or proposed or- 
dinance or resolution of the Council shall be submitted to popular referendum, and 
the vote of a majority of the qualified voters voting in such a referendum shall be 
conclusive and binding on the Council. 

ARTICLE VII — AMENDMENTS 

This constitution and by-laws may be amended by a majority vote of the qualified 
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voters, voting at an election called for that purpose by the Secretary of the Inter- 
ior, provided that at least 30 percent of those entitled to vote shall vote in such 
election, but no amendment shall become effective until it shall have been approved 
by the Secretary of the Interior* It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Inter- 
ior to call an election on any proposed amendment at the request of a majority of the 
council, or upon the presentation of a petition signed by one-third (1/3) the quali- 
fied voters. 



BY-LAWS OF THE ST. CROIX CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF WISCONSIN 
ARTICLE I — DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

SECTION 1. It shall be the duty of the president to preside at all meetings of 
the Council, to direct the work of its officers, and to exercise any authority dele- 
gated to him by the Council. 

SEC, 2* The vice-president shall preside at any meeting of the Council from which 
the president is absent. 

SEC, 3, The secretary-treasurer shall conduct the correspondence of the Council, 
H e shall keep all Council records, and may be required to give bond acceptable to the 
Council and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

ARTICLE II — MEETINGS AND PROCEDURE 

SECTION 1, The Council shall assemble on the first Monday of the month. 

SEC, 2, Special meetings may be called by the president or by three members of 
the Council. 

SEC. 3. A majority of the members shall constitute a quorum. 

SEC. 4, No member shall cast a vote on any question in which he may have a per- 
sonal pecuniary interest. 



ARTICLE III — RATIFICATION 

This constitution and by-laws, when ratified by a majority vote of the eligible 
members of the St. Croix Chippewa Indians residing upon the St. Croix Reservation, 
voting at a special election called by the Secretary of the Interior, in which at 
least 30 percent of the qualified voters shall vote, shall be submitted to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior for his approval, and shall be effective from the date of such 
approval. 



*** 

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 

Pursuant to an order, approved on July 20, 1942, by the Assistant Secretary of 
the Interior, the attached Constitution and By-laws was submitted for ratification to 
the St, Croix Chippewa Indians residing upon the St. Croix Reservation in Wisconsin, 
and was on August 29, 1942, duly adopted by a vote of 16 for, and 0 against, in an 
election in which over 30 percent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots, in 
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accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18 , 1934 (48 
Stat. 984), as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378)* 

LEE TAYLOR 

Chairman, Constitution Committee 

MRS. LOLITA TAYLOR 
Secretary, Constitution Committee 



J. C. CAVILL 

Superintendent, Great Lakes Agency 



*** 

I, Oscar L. Chapman, Assistant Secretary of the Interior of the United States of 
America, by virtue of authority vested in me by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 
984), as amended, do hereby approve the attached Constitution and By-laws of the St. 
Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin. 

All rules and regulations heretofore promulgated by the Interior Department or by 
the Office of Indian Affairs, so far as they may be incompatible with any of the pro- 
visions of this Constitution and By-l&ws, ,are hereby declared inapplicable to the mem 
bers of the St. Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin. 

All officers and members of the Department of the Interior are ordered to abide by 
the provisions of this Constitution and By-laws. 

Approval recommended: October 23, 1942 

william Zimmerman, jr. 

Assistant Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Chicago, Illinois. 

OSCAR L* CHAPMAN, 

Assistant Secretary 

[SEAL] 

Washington, D. C, , November 12, 1942 






The St. Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin do not operate under a 
Corporate Charter. 
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CORPORATE CHARTER OF THE SOKAOGON CHIPPEWA COMMUNITY 

WISCONSIN 

Ratified October 7, 1939 



Whereas, the Sokaogon Chippewa Community constitutes a recognized Indian tribe or- 
ganized nnder a constitution and by-laws ratified by the Community on October 8, 1938 
and approved by the Assistant Secretary of the Interior on November 9, 1938 pursuant 
to Section 16 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended by the Act of 
June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378); and 

Whereas, more than one-third of the adult members of the Sokaogon Chippewa Commun- 
ity have petitioned that a charter of incorporation be granted to such Community, sub 
ject to ratification by a vote of the adult Indians of the Community; 

Now, therefore, I, Oscar L. Chapman, Assistant Secretary of the Interior, by vir- 
tue of the authority conferred upon me by the said Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), 
do hereby issueand submit this charter of incorporation to the Sokaogon Chippewa Com- 
munity to become effective upon ratification by a majority vote of the adult Indians 
of the Community voting in an election in which at least 30 percent of the eligible 
voters shall vote. 

1. Corporate Existence . In order to further the economic development of the So- 
kaogon Community be conferring upon the said Community certain corporate rights, pow- 
ers, privileges, and immunities; and to provide for the proper exercise by the Commun- 
ity of the various functions heretofore performed by the Department of the Interior, 
the aforesaid Community is hereby chartered as a body politic and corporate of the 
United States of America, under the corporate name "Sokaogon Chippewa Community." 

2. Perpetual Succession . The Sokaogon Chippewa Community shall, as a Federal cor- 
poration, have perpetual succession, 

3. Membershi p. The Sokaogon Chippewa Community shall be a membership corporation. 
Its members shall consist of all Indians now or hereafter members of the Community , as 
provided by its duly ratified and approved constitution and by-laws. 

4. Management . The Tribal Council of the Sokaogon Chippewa Community established 
in accordance with the said constitution and by-laws of the Community, shall exercise 
all the corporate powers hereinafter enumerated. 

5. Corporate Powers . The Community, subject to any restrictions contained in the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, or in the constitution and by-laws of the 
said Community, shall have the following corporate powders, in addition to all powers 
already conferred or guaranteed by the Community constitution and by-laws. 

(a) To adopt, use, and alter as its pleasure a corporate seal. 

(b) To purchase, take by gift, bequest, or otherwise own, hold, manage, operate, 

and dispose of property of every description, real and personal, subject to 
the following limitations; 

>*, 

1» No sale nor mortgage may be made by the Community of any land, or in- 
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terests in land, including water and mineral rights, now or hereaf- 
ter held by the Community within the boundaries of the Mole Lake Re- 
servation. 

2. No mortgage may be made by the Community of any standing timber of any 

land now or hereafter held by the Community within the boundaries of 
the Mole Lake Reservation. 

3. Leases or permits (which terms shall not include land assignments to 

members of the Community) may be made to members of the Community on 
any land now or hereafter owned by the tribe for a term of one year 
without the approval of the Secretary of the Interior; timber— sale 
contracts and leases except one-year leases to members may be made for 
terms not to exceed two years with the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior or his duly authorized representative: Provided . That any 
leases requiring substantial improvements of the land may be made for 
longer periods when authorized by law. 

4. No action shall be taken by or in behclf of the Community which shall 

in any way operate to destroy or injure the natural resources of the 
Mole Lake Reservation. All leases, permits, and timber sale contracts 
relating to the use of Community grazing or timber lands shall conform 
to regulations of the Secretary of the Interior authorised by Section 
6 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat, 984), with respect to range 
carrying capacity, sustained yield forestry management, and other mat- 
ters therein specified. Conformity to such regulations shall be made 
a condition of any such lease, permit, or timber sale contract whether 
or not such agreement requires the approval of the Secretary of the In 
terior, and violation of such condition shall render the agreement re- 
vocable in the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior. 

5. No distribution of corporate property to members shall be made except 

out of net income. 

(c) To issue certificates of interest in corporate property in exchange for re- 

stricted Indian lands, the forms for such certificates to be approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

(d) To borrow money from the Indian Credit Fund in accordance with the terms of 

section 10 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), or from any source, 
and to use such funds directly for productive Community enterprises, or to 
loan money thus borrowed to individual members or associations of members 
of the Community: Provided . That the amount of indebtedness to which the 
Community may subject itself, other than indebtedness to the Indian Credit 
Fund, shall not exceed $5,000 except with the express approval of the Se- 
cretary of the Interior. 

(e) To engage in any business or undertake any activity of any nature whatever, 

not inconsistent with law or with any provisions of this Charter. 

(f) To make and perform contracts and agreements of every description, not incon- 

sistent with law, or with any provisions of this Charter: Provided , That any 
contract involving payment of money by the corporation in excess of $5,000 
in any one fiscal year shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior or his duly authorized representative. 
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(g) To pledge and assign chattels or future Community income: Provided , That no 

contract involving a pledge of chattels or an assignment of income, other than 
with the United States, shall extend more than five years from the date of exe 
cution or invoJ ve payment of money in excess of one-half the net Community in- 
come from any irource in any one year: And provided further . That any such con- 
tract shall be jubject to the approval, of the Secretary of the Interior or his 
duly authorize, representative. 

(h) To deposit corpcrate funds, from whatever source derived in any national or 

state bank to the extent that such funds are insured by the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, or secured by a surety bond, or other security, approv- 
ed by the Secretary of the Interior; or to deposit such funds in the Postal 
Savings Bank or with a bonded disbursing officer of the United States to the 
credit of the Community. 

(i) To sue or be sued in courts of competent jurisdiction within the United States; 

but the grant or exercise of such power shall not be deemed a consent by the 
said Community or by the United States to the levy of any judgment, lien, or 
attachment upon the property of the Community other than chattels or income 
specially pledged or assigned. 

(j) To exercise such further incidental powers, not inconsistent with law, as may 

be necessary to the conduct of corporate business. 

6* Termination of _ Supervisory Powers . At any time after five years from the effec- 
tive date of this Charter, the Tribal Council may request the termination of any super 
visory power reserved to the Secretary of the Interior under Section 5 (b), 3, 5 (c), 

5 (d), 5 (f), 5 (g), 5 (h), and Section 9 of this Charter. The Secretary of the In- 
terior, if he shall approve the request, shall submit the question of termination to 
the Community for referendum. Such termination shall become effective upon ratifica- 
tion by a majority vote of the adult members of the Community in an election in which 
at least 30 percent of the eligible voters vote. If the Secretary of the Interior 
shall disapprove the request for termination or fail to approve or disapprove it with- 
in 90 days after its receipt, the question may then be submitted by the Secretary, or 
by the Tribal Council to the Community for referendum, and if the termination is ap- 
proved by a two-thirds vote cf the eligible voters living within the Community, it 
shall be effective. 

7 * Cgrp_ora te Property . No property rights of the Sokaogon Chippewa Community, as 
heretofore constituted, shall be in any way impaired by anything contained in this 
Charter, and the Community ownership of unallotted lands, whether or not assigned to 
the use of any particular individuals, is hereby expressly recognized. The individual 
ly owned property of members of the Community shall not be subject to any corporate 
debts or liabilities, without such owners 1 consent. Any existing lawful debts of the 
Community shall continue in force, except as such debts may be satisfied or cancelled 
pursuant to law. 

8. Reserve Fund . Twenty-five percent of net income from corporate enterprises shall 
be placed in a general reserve fund, annually, until said reserve fund equals not less 
than 25 percent of the capital investment in such corporate enterprises. Thereafter, 
the amount of net income to be devoted to the reserve fund may be optional, except tha-" 
amounts expended therefrom shall be replaced in the same manner that the fund was 
created. This fund shall be used for repairs, replacements, improvements, and develop- 
ments of corporate enterprises. 
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9. Corporate Dividends . The Community may issue to each of its members a non- 
transferable certificate of membership evidencing the equal share of each member in 
the corporate assets of the Community and may distribute per capita, among the re- 
cognized members of the Community, all profits of corporate enterprises over and 
above sums necessary to defray corporate obligations and over and above sums which 
may be devoted to the establishment of a reserve fund, the construction of public 
works, the cost of public enterprises, the expense of Community government, the needs 
of charity, or other corporate purposes. No such distribution of profits in any one 
year amounting to more than one-half of the accrued surplus shall be made without the 
approval of the Secretary of the Interior. No distribution of the financial assets 
of the Community shall be made except as provided herein or authorized by Congress, 

Corporate Accounts . The officers of the Community shall maintain accurate and 
complete public accounts of the financial affairs of the Community, which shall clear 
ly show all debts, credits, pledges, and assignments, and shall furnish an annual bud 
get sheet and report of the financial affairs of the Community to the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, The books of the Treasurer shall be open to inspection by members of 
the Community or duly authorized representatives of the Government. 

Amendments a This Charter shall not be revoked or surrendered except by Act of 
Congress, but amendments may be proposed by resolutions of the Council which, if ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be effective when ratified by a major- 
ity vote of the adult members of the Sokaogon Chippewa Community at a popular referen 
dum in which at least 30 percent of the eligible voters shall vote. 

12* Ratification . This Charter s^all be effective from and after the date of its 
ratification by a majority vote of the adult members of the Sokaogon Chippewa Commun- 
ity residing on the Mole Lake Reservation, Wisconsin, provided at least 30 percent of 
the eligible voters shall vote, such ratification to be formally certified by the 
Superintendent of the Great Lakes Agency and the Chairman of the Tribal Council of 
the Sokaogon Chippewa Community, 



Submitted by the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for ratification by the So- 
kaogon Chippewa Community. 



Washington, D.C., August 16, 1939. 



OSCAR L. CHAPMAN, 

Assistant Seoretary, 
[SEAL] 



*** 

CERTIFICATION 

Pursuant to Section 17 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stvt # 984), this Charter, 
issued on August 16, 1939 by the Assistant Seoretary of the Interior to the Indians 
of the Sokaogon Chippewa Community of the Mole Lake Reservation in Wisconsin, was du- 
ly submitted for ratification to the adult members of the Community living on the res 
er vat ion anu was on October 7, 1939 duly ratified by a vote of 40 for, and 0 against 5 
in an election in which over 30 percent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots 0 

HENRY L. SMITH, 

Vice-Chairman, Sokaogon Chippewa Community 
J. C. CAVILL, Tribal Council. 

Superintendent, Greet Lakes Agency, 



0 



*** 



- 67 - 



CONST IT uT I ON AND BY-LAV/S OF THE SOKAOGON CHIPPEV/A 
COMMUNITY, WISCONSIN 

Approved November 9, 1938 



PREAMBLE 

We, the members of the Mole Lake Band of Chippewa Indians, in order to establish 
our tribal organization; secure the benefits of the Indian Reorganization Act; and 
promote the welfare of ourselves and our descendants, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution and By-laws, 



ARTICLE I — NAME 

This community shall be known as "The Sokaogon Chippewa Community, 1 ' 

ARTICLE II — TERRITORY 

The jurisdiction of this Community shall extend to all lands purchased now or here 
after by the United States for the benefit of the Mole Lake Band of Chippewa Indians 
in Wisconsin. 



ARTICLE III — MEMBERSHIP 

SECTION 1, The following shall be members of the Sokaogon Chippewa Community; 

(a) Recognized members of the Mole Lake Band of Chippewa Indians whose names ap- 
pear on the 1937 Census list of the Mole Lake Band, 

(b) Children born to members of the Community, 

SEC, 2, Any person of Indian blood may be adopted into the Community by a major- 
ity vote of the adult members of the Community at an election in which at least 30 
per cent of those entitled to vote shall vote. The Tribal Council shall have power 
to enact ordinances, which shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the 
Interior, governing future membership and adoption into the Community, 

ARTICLE IV — GOVERNING BODY 

SECTION 1, The governing body of the Sokaogon Chippewa Community shall be a Tri- 
bal Council, composed of a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, a Treasurer, and two councilmen, 
to be elected by popular referendum, 

SEC, 2, The Tribal Council shall appoint a tribal Secretary and such boards and 
committees as may be deemed necessary. No tribal Secretary shall be appointed for a 
longer term than two years, 

SEC-, 3, The officers and councilmen shall be elected as follows; the Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman, and Treasurer shall be elected for a term of two years; the two coun- 
cilmen shall be elected for a term of one year, 

SEC, 4, Any member of the Community 21 years of age or over maj r be elected or ap- 
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pointed to the Tribal Council, provided he has maintained a continuous residence in 
the Community for ait least one year immediately preceding his election or appoint- 
ment. 

SEC, 5, Any member of the Community who is 21 years of age or over shall be en- 
titled to vote in any election at which he presents himself at the polls on election 
day during the official voting hours, 

SEC, 6, The present Business Committee shall call, hold, and supervise the first 
Tribal Council election under such rules and regulations as the committee may pro- 
vide, The Tribal Council shall provide by ordinance, the date and manner of holding 
future elections. 



ARTICLE V — VACANCIES AND REMOVAL 

SECTION 1, The Tribal Council may by an affirmative vote of three, expel any mem 
ber of the Council for neglect of duty, or gross misconduct: Provided , That the ac- 
cused shall be given an opportunity to answer any and all charges at a designated 
Council meeting. The decision of the Council shall be final, 

SEC, 2, The Tribal Council shall fill vacancies in its membership caused by 
death, removal, resignation, or otherwise, such appointment to be in force and ef- 
fect until the next annual election 0 

ARTICLE VI — REFERENDUM 

Any enacted or proposed ordinance, resolution or any other regulative act of the 
Tribal Council shall be submitted to a referendum of the qualified voters of the Com 
munity upon a petition signed by not less than 30 per cent of the eligible voters of 
the Community, 



ARTICLE VII — POWERS 



SECTION i. Enumerated Powers . — The Tribal Council shall exercise the following 
powers, subject to any limitations imposed by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States and this Constitution and By-laws, 



(a) To negotiate with xhe Federal, State, and local governments; 

(b) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing of fees to be ap- 

proved by the Secretary of the Interior; 

(c) To veto any sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of Community lands, in- 

terests in lands, or other Community assdts; 

(d) To be advised of and to make recommendations upon all appropriations esti- 

mates or Federal projects for the benefit of the Community prior to the sub- 
mission of such estimates to the Bureau of the Budget and to Congress; 



(e) To manage all economic affairs and enterprises of the Community in accordance 

with the terms of a charter that may be issued to the Community by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior; 

(f) To make and enforce rules and regulations, subject to the approval of the Se- 

cretary of the Interior, governing the manner of making, holding, and revolc- 
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ing assignments of Community land or interests therein, 

(g) To make and enforce rules and regulations governing the preservation of the 

wild-life and natural resources of the Community; and providing for the ex- 
clusion of persons coming within the territorial jurisdiction of the Commun- 
ity for the purpose of fishing, hunting and harvesting wild rice, who are not 
legally entitled to do so, 

(h) To charter subordinate organizations for economic purposes and to regulate the 

activities of such organizations by ordinances which shall be subject to ap- 
proval by the Secretary of the Interior, and to delegate to such organisa- 
tions, or to any subordinate boards or officials of the Community any of the 
foregoing powers, reserving the right to review any action taken by virtue 
of such delegated powers. 

(i) To adopt resolutions not inconsistent with this Constitution and By-laws re- 

gulating the procedure of the Tribal Council itself and of other agencies, 
officials and organizations of the Community. 

(j) A general election on any matter of interest to the tribe as a whole shall be 

held upon a petition therefor signed by at least 50 per cent of the members 
of the tribe, 

SEC. 2, Future Powers . — The Tribal Council may exercise such further powers as 
may in the future be delegated to the Council by members of the Community, or by the 
Secretary of the Interior, or any other duly authorized official or agency of the 
State of Federal Government, 

SEC, 3, Reserve Powers ,—Anv rights and powers heretofore vested in the Mole lake 
Band of Chippewa Indians but not expressly referred to in this Constitution shall not 
be abridged by this article, but may be exercised by the people of the Sokaogon Chip- 
pewa Community through the adoption of appropriate by-laws and constitutional amend- 
ments. 



ARTICLE VIII — AMENDMENTS 

This Constitution and By-laws may be amended by a majority vote of the qualified 
voters of the Community at an election called for that purpose by the Secretary of the 
Interior: Provided » That at least 30 per cent cf those entitled to vote shall vote in 
such election; but no amendment shall become effective until it shall have been ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Interior, 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to call an election on any 

proposed amendment upon the receipt of a petition submitted by the Tribal Council, 

signed by not less than one-third of the resident qualified voters of the Community, 

*** 

BY-LAWS OF THE SOKAGGON CHIPPEWA COMMUNITY 
ARTICLE J. — DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

SECTION 1. Duties of the Chairman ,— It shall be the duty of the Chairman to pre- 
side at all Council meetings; to perform the duties generally assigned to the posi- 
tion of chairman and to promote the interests and general welfare of the Community. 
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The Chairman shall countersign all checks drawn against the funds of the Community 
by the Treasurer. 

SEC. 2. Duties of the Vice-Chairman .— The Vice-Chairman shall assist the Chair- 
man when called upon to do so and in the absence of the Chairman, he shall preside. 
When so presiding, he shall have all the rights, privileges and duties as well as 
the responsibilities of the Chairman. 

SEC. 3. Duties of the Secretary .--It shall be the duty of the Secretary to han- 
dle all correspondence and keep a correct record of the minutes of all Council meet- 
ings. It shall be his duty to submit promptly to the Superintendent of the juris- 
diction copies of all minutes of regular and special meetings of the Council and to 
perform such other duties as the Council may request. 

SEC. 4. Duties of the Treasurer .— The Treasurer shall accept, receive, receipt 
for, preserve and safeguard all funds in the custody of the Council, whether they be 
Community funds or special funds for which the Council is acting as trustee or custo 
dian. He shall deposit all funds in such depository as the Council shall designate 
and shall make and preserve a faithful record of such funds and shall report on all 
receipts and disbursements and the amount and nature of all funds in his possession 
or custody at each regular meeting of the Council and such other time as requested. 

He shall not pay out or otherwise disburse any funds in his possession or custody, 
except as authorized by resolution, duly enacted by the Council. 

The Treasurer shall be required to give a bond satisfactory to the Tribal Council 
and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

ARTICLE II — MEETINGS 

The Tribal Council shall meet semi-annually with members of the Community on the 
first Sa/curday of May and November and at such other times as the Council may provide 
by resolution. The Tribal Council is further authorized to hold such other meetings 
as may be provided by resolution, at which members of the Community may be auditors, 
except executive sessions of the Council. 

ARTICLE III — RATIFICATION 

This Constitution and By-laws, when adopted by a majority vote of the qualified 
voters of the Mole Lake Band of Chippewa Indians voting at a special election called 
by the Secretary of the Interior, in which at least 30 per cent of those entitled to 
vote shall vote, shall be submitted to the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for 
his approval, and shall be effective from the date of such approval, 

*** 



CERTIFICATION OB' ADOPTION 



Pursuant to an order, approved August 25, 1938, by the Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior, the attached constitution and by-laws was submitted for ratification to 
the Mole Lake Band of Chippewa Indians and was on October 8, 1938, duly adopted by a 
vote of 61 for, and 1 against, in an election in which over 30 per cent of those en- 
titled to vote cast their ballots, In accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reor- 
ganization Act of June 15, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended by the Act of June 15, 
1935 (49 Stat. 378). 




WILLARD L. ACKLEY, 
Chairman of Election Board 



JAMES B. POLER, 
Secretary of Election Board. 



J. C. CAVILL, 

Superintendent, Great Lakes Agency. 

*** 

I, Oscar L. Chapman, the Assistant Secretary of the Interior of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority granted me by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 
Stat. 984), as amended, do hereby approve the attached constitution and by-laws of 
the Mole Lake Band of Chippewa Indians, Wisconsin. 

All rules and regulations heretofore promulgated by the Interior Department or by 
the Office of Indian Affairs, so far as they may be incompatible with any of the pro- 
visions of the said constitution and by-laws are hereby declared inapplicable to 
these Indians. 

All officers and employees of the Interior Department are ordered to abide by the 
provisions of the said constitution and by-laws. 

Approval recommended: November 3, 1938,, 

WILLIAM ZIMMERMAN, JR. 

A-cting Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 



OSCAR L. CHAPMAN, 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
[SEAL] 



Washington, D.C., November 9, 1938. 



*** 



- 72 - 



CORPORATE CHARTER OF THE ONEIDA TRIBE OF INDIANS 
OF WISCONSIN OF THE ONEIDA RESERVATION 

Ratified May 1 , 1937 



Whereas, the Oneida Tribe of Indians of the Oneida Reservation in Wisconsin is a 
recognized Indian tribe organized under a Constitution and By-laws ratified by the 
Tribe on November 14, 193G, and approved by the Secretary of the interior on December 
21, 1936, pursuant to Section 16 of the Act of June 18, 1934, (48 Stat, 984), as a- 
mended by the Act of June 15, 1935, (49 Stat* 378); and 

Whereas, more than one-third of the adult members of the Tribe have petitioned 
that a Charter of incorporation be granted to such Tribe subject to ratification by 
a vote of the adult Indians living on the Reservation; 

Now, therefore, I, Harold L. I ekes, Secretary of the Interior, by virtue of the 
authority conferred upcn me by the said Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat* 984), do here- 
by issue and submit this Charter of incorporation to the Oneida Tribe of Indians of 
the Oneida Reservation to be effective from and after such time as it may be ratified 
by a majority vote in an election in which at least 30 per cent of the adult Indians 
living on the Reservation shall vote. 

1# Corporate Existence * In order to further the economic development of the Onei- 
da Tribe of Indians of the Oneida Reservation in Wisconsin by conferring upon said 
Tribe certain corporate rights, powers, privileges, and immunities; to secure for the 
members of the Tribe an assured economic independence; and to provide for the proper 
exercise by the Tribe of various functions heretofore performed by the Department of 
the Interior, the aforesaid Tribe is hereby chartered as a body politic and corporate 
of the United States of America, under the corporate name "The Oneida Tribe of In- 
dians of Wisconsin." 

2* Perpetual Succession . The Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin „ shall as a 
Federal Corporation, have perpetual succession. 

3. Membership . The Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin shall be a membership cor- 
poration. its members shall consist of all persons now or hereafter members of the 
Tribe, as provided by its duly ratified and approved Constitution and By-laws. 

4. Managemen t. The General Tribal Council of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wis- 
consin established in accordance with the said Constitution and By-lav/s of the Tribe, 
shall exercise all the corporate powers hereinafter enumerated. 

5® Corporate Powers . The Tribe, subject to any restrictions contained in the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States, or in the Constitution and By-laws of the 
said Tribe, shall have the following corporate powers, in addition to all powers al- 
ready conferred or guaranteed by the tribal Constitution and By-laws: 

(a) To adopt, use, and alter at its pleasure a corporate seal. 

(b) To purchase, take by gift, bequest, or otherwise, own, hold, manage, operate, 

and dispose of property of every description, real and personal, subject to 
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the following limitations: 

(1) No sale or mortgage, except to the United States, may foe made by the 

Tribe of any land, or interests in land, including water power sites, 
water rights, oil, gas, and other mineral rights, now ox- hereafter 
held by the Tribe within the boundaries of the Oneida Reservation* 

(2) No mortgage may be made by the Tribe of any standing timber on any 

land now or hereafter held by the Tribe within the boundaries of the 
Oneida Reservation* 

(3) Leases or permits (which terms shall not include land assignments to 

members of the Tribe) may be made to members of the Tribe, on any 
land now or hereafter owned by the Tribe, for a term of one year, 
without the approval of the Secretary of the Interior; timber sale 
contracts and leases may be made for a term not to exceed ten years, 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior or his duly 
authorized representative: Provided , That oil and gas leases, water 
power leases, or any leases requiring substantial improvements of the 
land may be made for longer periods than ten years, when authorized 
by law* 

(4) No action shall be taken by or in behalf of the Tribe which :tn any way 

operates to destroy or injure the tribal grazing lands, timber or oth 
er natural resources of the Oneida Reservation. /Ill leases v permits, 
and timber sale contracts relating to the use of tribal grazing or 
timber lands shall conform to regulations of the Secretary of the In- 
terior authorized by Section 6 of the Act of June 18, 1934, with re- 
spect to range carrying capacity, sustained yield forestry management, 
and other matters therein specified* Conformity to such regulations 
shall be made a condition of any such lease, permit, or timber sale 
contract, whether or not such agreement requires the approval of the 
Secretary of the Interior, and violation of such condition shall ren- 
der the agreement revocable in the discretion of the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

(6) No distribution of corporate property to members shall be made except 
out of net income. 

(c) To issue interests in corporate property in exchange for restricted Indian 

lands, the forms for such interests to be approved by the Secretary of the 
interior, 

(d) To borrow money from the Indian Credit Fund in accordance with the terms of 

Section 10 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat, 984), or from any other gov 
ernmental agency, or from any member or association of members of the Tribe, 
or from any other source, and to use such funds directly for productive tri- 
bal enterprises, or to loan money thus borrowed to individual members or as- 
sociations of members of the Tribe: Provided . Th*.t the amount of indebted- 
ness to which the Tribe may subject itself, other than indebtedness to the 
Indian Credit Fund, shall not exceed $5,000, except with the express appro- 
val of the Secretary of the Interior. 
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(e) To engage in any business that will further the economic well-being of the 
members of the Tribe or to undertake any activity of any nature whatever, 



- 74 - 



not inconsistent with law or with any provisions of this Charter. 

(f) To make and perform contracts and agreements of every description, not in- 

consistent with law or with any provisions of this Charter, with any person, 
association, or corporation, with any municipality or any county, or with 
the United States or the State of Wisconsin including agreements with the 
State of Wisconsin for the rendition of public services: Provided . That any 
contract involving payment of money by the corporation in excess of $1,000 
in any one year shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the In- 
terior. 

(g) To pledge or assign chattels or future tribal income due or to become due to 

the Tribe: Provided, That any such assignment of tribal income, other than 
an assignment to the United States, shall not extend more than 5 years from 
the date of execution: Provided further . That no such assignment of tribal 
income shall exceed one-half the net income of the Tribe from any one source; 
And provided further . That any such pledges or assignments shall be subject 
to the approval of. the Secretary of the Interior or his duly authorized re- 
presentative. 

(h) To deposit corporate funds, from whatever source derived, in any national or 

state bank to the extent that such funds are insured by the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, or secured by a surety bond, or other security ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Interior; or to deposit such funds in the 
Postal Savings Bank or with a bonded disbursing offioer of the United States 
to the credit of the corporation. 

(i) To sue and to be sued in courts of competent jurisdiction within the United 

States; but the grant or exercise of suoh power to sue and to be sued shall 
not be deemed a consent by the said Tribe or by the United States to the 
levy of any judgment, lien or attachment upon the property of the Tribe oth- 
er than income or chattels specially pledged or assigned. 

Cj) To exercise such further incidental powers not inconsistent with law, as may 
be necessary to the conduct of corporate business. 

6* Termination of Supervisory Powers . Upon the request of the General Tribal 
Council for the termination of any supervisory power reserved to the Secretary of the 
Interior under Sections 5 (b) 3, 5 (c), 5 (d), 5 (f), 5 (g), 5 (h), and Section 9 of 
this Charter, the Secretary of the Interior, if he shall approve such request, shall 
thereupon submit the question of such termination to the Tribe for referendum. The 
termination shall be effective upon ratification by a majority vote at an election 
in which at least 30 per cent of the adult members of the Tribe residing on the Re- 
servation shall vote. If at any time after 5 years from the effective date of this 
Charter, such request shall be made and the Secretary shall disapprove it or fail to 
approve or disapprove it within 90 days after its receipt, the question of the ter- 
mination of any such power may then be submitted by the Secretary of the Interior, 
or by the General Tribal Council, to popular referendum of the adult members of the 
Tribe actually living within the Reservation and if the termination is approved by 
two-thirds of the elibible voters, it shall be effective. 

7. Corporate Property . No property rights of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wis- 
consin as heretofore constituted, shall be in any way impaired by anything contained 
in this Charter, and the tribal ownership of unallotted lands, whether or not assign- 
ed to the use of any particular individuals, is hereby expressly recognized. The in- 
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dividually owned property of members of the Tribe shall not be subject to any cor- 
porate debts or liabilities, without such owners* consent* Any existing lawful debts 
of the Tribe shall continue in force, except as such debts may be satisfied or can- 
celled pursuant to law* 

8. Reserve Fund , Forty per cent of net income from corporate enterprises shall 
be placed in a reserve fund, annually, until said reserve fund equals not less than 
25 per cent of the capital investment in such corporate enterprises,, Thereafter the 
amount of net income to be devoted to the reserve fund may be optional, except that 
amounts expended therefrom shall be replaced in the same manner that the fund was 
created* This fund shall be used only for repairs, replacements, improvements, and 
expansion of corporate enterprises* 

9# Corporate Dividends * The Tribe may issue to each of its members a non-trans- 
ferable certificate of interest in corporate property and corporate enterprises evi- 
dencing the equal share of each of such members of the Tribe in the corporate assets 
of the Tribe and may make a dividend distribution among such members of profits of 
corporate enterprises over and above all sums which may be devoted to the establish- 
ment of a reserve fund, the construction of public works, the cost of public enter- 
prises, the expenses of tribal government, the needs of charity, or other corporate 
purposes. No such distribution of profits shall be made amounting to a distribution 
of more than one— half of the accrued surplus without the approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior. No distribution of the financial assets of the Tribe shall be made 
except as provided herein or as authorized by Congress. 

10* Corporate Accounts * The officers of the Tribe shall maintain accurate and com 
plete public accounts of the financial affairs of the Tribe, which shall clearly 
show all credits, debts, pledges, and assignments, and shall furnish an annual bal- 
ance sheet and report of the financial affairs of the Tribe to the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs* The Treasurer of the Tribe shall be the custodian of all moneys 
which come under the jurisdiction or control of the Tribal Council as provided in 
the Constitution and By-laws of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin. 

Amendments* This Charter shall not be revoked or surrendered except by Act of 
Congress, but amendments may be proposed by resolutions of the Council which, if ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be effective when ratified by a ma- 
jority vote of the adult members living on the Reservation at a popular referendum 
in which at least 30 per cent of the eligible voters shall vote. 

Ratifi cation . This Charter shall be effective from and after the date of its 
ratification by a majority vote of the adult members of the Oneida Tribe of Indians 
of Wisconsin living on the Oneida Reservation, provided at least 30 per cent of the 
eligible voters shall vote, such ratification to be formally certified by the Super- 
intendent of the Tomah Indian Agency and the Chairman of the Executive Committee of 
the General Tribal Council. 



Submitted by the Secretary of the Interior for ratification by the Oneida Tribe 
of Indians of Wisconsin of the Oneida Reservation in a popular referendum to be held 
on May 1, 1937. 



Washington, D.C., April 14, 1937. 



CHARLES WEST, 

Acting Secretary of the Interior. 
[SEAL] 
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CERTIFICATION 

Pursuant to Section 17 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), this charter, 
issued on April 14, 1937, by the Secretary of the Interior to the Oneida Tribe of In- 
dians of Wisconsin was duly submitted for ratification to the adult Indians living on 
the reservation and was on May 1, 1937, duly ratified by a vote of 349 for and none 
against, in an election in which over thirty per cent of those entitled to vote cast 
their ballots. 

MORRIS WHEELOCK, 

Chairman of the Executive Committee of 
the General Tribal Council. 



FRANK CHRISTY, 



Superintendent of the Tomah Agency. 
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[OLD] CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS FCR THE ONEIDA TRIBE 
OF INDIANS OF WISCONSIN 

Approved December 21, 1936 



PREAMBLE 

We, the people of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin, grateful to Almighty 
God for his fostering care, in order to reestablish our tribal organization, to con- 
serve and develop our common resources and to promote the welfare of ourselves and 
our descendants, do hereby ordain and establish this Constitution. 



ARTICLE I — TERRITORY 

The jurisdiction of the Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin shall extend to the territory 
within the present confines of the Oneida Reservation and to such other lands as may 
be hereafter added thereto within or without said boundary lines under any law of the 
United States, except as otherwise provided by law. 

ARTICLE II — MEMBERSHIP 

SECTION 1. The membership of the Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin shall consist of: 

(a) All persons of Indian blood whose names appear on the official annuity roll 
of the Tribe as of October 7, 1935. 

(b) Any descendant of a member of the Tribe who is of at least one-quarter Indian 
blood, provided such member is a resident of the Reservation at the time of the birth 
of the said descendant. 

SEC. 2. The General Tribal Council shall have the power to promulgate ordinances 
subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior covering future membership and 
the adoption of new members. 



ARTICLE III — GOVERNING BODY 

SECTION 1. The governing body of the Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin shall be the Gen- 
eral Tribal Council which shall be composed of all the qualified voters of the Oneida 
Reservation. 

SEC. 2. All enrolled members of the Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin who are twenty-one 
years of age or over, and who have maintained continuous residence on the Oneida Re- 
servation of not less than thirty (30) days, immediately preceding an election, shall 
be qualified voters, provided they shall present themselves in person at the polls 
on the day of election. 

SEC. 3. The General Tribal Council shall elect from its own members of secret 
ballot (a) a chairman; (b) a vice-chairman* (c) a secretary; (d) a treasurer; (e) 
and such other officers and committees as may be deemed necessary. 
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SEC, 4, The General Tribal Council shall meet on the first Monday of January and 
July, Within thirty days after the ratification and approval of this Constitution 
and By-laws, a General Tribal Council shall be called by the present Tribal Council 
for the purpose of electing the officers named herein, and it shall transact such oth- 
er business as may be necessary. The officers elected at this meeting shall serve un- 
til the July meeting at which time their successors shall be chosen. Thereafter, of- 
ficials shall be chosen at the July meeting. The chairman, or twenty-five (25) per 
cent of the qualified voters, may by written notice, call special meetings of the Gen 
eral Tribal Council, 

One-third (1/3) of the qualified voters of the Tribe shall constitute a quorum at 
any special or regular meeting, 

SEC, 5, There shall be an executive committee, consisting of the chairman, vice- 
chairman, secretary, and treasurer of the General Tribal Council, which shall perform 
such duties as may be authorized by that Council, 

ARTICLE IV — POWERS OF THE GENERAL TRIBAL COUNCIL 

SECTION 1, Enumerated Povrers ,— The General Tribal Council of the Oneida Tribe of 
Wisconsin shall exercise the following powers, subject to any limitations imposed by 
the statutes or the Constitution of the United States: 

(a) To negotiate with the Federal, State, and local governments, 

(b) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing of fees to be sub- 
ject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, 

(c) To veto any sale, disposition > lease or encumbrance of tribal lands, inter- 
ests in lands, or other tribal assets of the tribe, 

(d) To advise with the Secretary of the Interior with regard to all appropriation 
estimates or Federal projects for the benefit of the Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin prior 
to the submission of such estimates to the Bureau of the Budget and to Congress, 

(e) To manage all economic affairs and enterprises of the Oneida Tribe of Wiscon- 
sin in accordance with the terms of a Charter that may be issued to the tribe by the 
Secretary of the Interior, 

(f) To promulgate and enforce ordinance*:?, which shall be subject to review by the 
Secretary of the Interior, governing the conduct of members of the Oneida Tribe of 
Wisconsin, providing for the manner of making, holding, and revoking assignments of 
tribal land or interests therein, providing for the levying of taxes and the appro- 
priation of available tribal funds for public purposes, providing for the licensing 
of non-members coming upon the reservation for purposes of hunting, fishing, trading, 
or other business, and for the exclusion from the territory of the tribe of persons 
not so licensed and establishing proper agencies for law enforcement upon the Oneida 
Reservation, 

(g) To charter subordinate organizations for economic purposes and to delegate to 
such organizations, or to any subordinate boards or officials of the tribe, any of 
the foregoing powers, reserving the right to review any action taken by virtue of 
such delegated power. 
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(h) To adopt resolutions not inconsistent with this Constitution and the attached 
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By-iav/Sp regulating the procedure of the Council itself and of other tribal agencies, 
tribal officials, or tribal organizations of the Oneida Reservation. 

SEC. 2. Future Powers .— The General Tribal Council may exercise such further pow- 
ers as may in the future be delegated to the Council by the Secretary of the Interior 
or any other duly authorized official or agency of the State or Federal Government. 

SEC. 3. Reserved Powers .— Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Oneida 
Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin but not expressly referred to in this Constitution 
shall not be abridged by this Article, but may be exercised by the people of the 
Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin through the adoption of appropriate By-laws and constitu- 
tional amendments. 

SEC. 4. Manner of Review .— Any resolution or ordinance which by the terms of 
this Constitution is subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be 
presented to the Superintendent of the Reservation, who shall, within ten days there- 
after, approve or disapprove the same. 

If the Superintendent shall approve any ordinance or resolution, it shall thereup- 
on become effective, but the Superintendent shall transmit a copy of the same, bear- 
ing his endorsement, to the Secretary of the Interior, who may, within 90 days from 
the date of enactment, rescind the said ordinance or resolution for any cause, by no- 
tifying the Tribal Council of such decision. 

If the Superintendent shall refuse to approve any ordinance or resolution submit- 
ed to him, within ten days after its enactment, he shall advise the Council of his 
reasons therefor. If these reasons appear to the Council insufficient, it may, by a 
majority vote, refer the ordinance or resolution to the Secretary of the Interior, 
who may, within 90 days frcm the date of its enactment, approve the same in writing, 
whereupon the said ordinance or resolution shall become effective. 

ARTICLE V — AMENDMENTS 

This Constitution and By-laws may be amended by a majority vote of the qualified 
voters of the Tribe voting at an election called for that purpose by the Secretary of 
the Interior, provided that at least thirty (30) per cent of those entitled to vote 
shall vote in such election; but no amendment shall become effective until it shall 
have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to call an election on any 
proposed amendment upon receipt of a petition signed by one-third (1/3) of the qua- 
lified voters of the Tribe. 



*** 

BY-LAWS OF THE ONEIDA TRIBE OF INDIANS OF WISCONSIN 
ARTICLE I — DOTIES OF OFFICERS 

SECTION 1. Chairman of Council . —The Chairman of the Council shall preside over 
all meetings of the Council, shall perform the usual duties of a Chairman, and exer- 
cise any authority delegated to him by the Council. He shall vote only in the case 
of a tie. 

SEC. 2. Vice-Chairman of the Council , — The Vice-Chairman shall assist the Chair- 
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man when called upon to do so and in the absence of the Chairman, he shall preside. 
When so presiding, he shall have all the rights, privileges and duties as well as the 
responsibilities of the Chairman. 

SEC. 3. Secretary of the Council . — The Secretary of the Tribal Council shall con- 
duct all tribal correspondence and shall keep an accurate record of all matters trans 
acted at Council meetings. It shall be his duty to submit promptly to the Superinten 
dent of the jurisdiction, and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, copies of all min- 
utes of regular and special meetings of the Tribal Council. 

SEC. 4. Treasurer of Council .-— The Treasurer of the Tribal Council shall accept, 
receive, receipt for, preserve and safeguard all funds in the custody of the Council, 
whether they be tribal funds or special funds for which the Council is acting as 
trustee or custodian. He shall deposit all funds in such depository as the Council 
shall direct and shall make and preserve a faithful record of such funds and shall re 
port on all receipts and expenditures and the amount and nature of all funds in Ms 
possession and custody, at each regular meeting of the General Tribal Council, and at 
such other times as requested by the Council or the executive committee. 

He shall not pay out or otherwise disburse any funds in his possession or custody, 
except in accordance with a resolution duly passed by the Council. 

The Treasurer shall be required to give a bond satisfactory to the Council and to 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

SEC. 5. Appoi nt ive Of fleer s «— 1 The duties of all appointive boards or officers of 
the Community shall be clearly defined by resolutions of the Council at the time of 
their creation or appointment. Such boards and officers shall report, from time to 
time as required, to the Council, and their activities and decisions shall be subject 
to review by the Council upon the petition of any person aggrieved. 

ARTICLE II — RATIFICATION OF CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

This Constitution and these By-laws, when adopted by a majority vote of the voters 
of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin voting at a special election called by 
the Secretary of the Interior, in which at least 30 per cent of those entitled to 
vote shall vote, shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior for his appro- 
val, and shall be effective from the date of such approval. 

*** 

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION 

Pursuant to an order, approved October 14, 1936, by the Secretary of the Interior, 
the attached Constitution and By-laws were submitted for ratification to the members 
of the Oneida Indian Tribe of the Oneida Reservation and were on November 14, 1936, 
duly adopted by a vote of 790 for and 16 against, in an election in which over 30 per 
cent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots, in accordance with Section 16 of 
the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended by the Act 
of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378). 

MORRIS WHEELOCK, 

Chairman of Election Board. 

KATIE CORNELIUS, 

Secretary of Election Board. 



FRANK CHRISTY, 

Super int endent . 
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I, Harold L. Ickes, the Secretary of the Interior of th^ United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority granted me by the act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat* 984), ara 
amended, do hereby approve the attached Constitution and By-laws of the One'ida Tribe 
of Indians of Wisconsin* 

All rules and regulations heretofore promulgated by the Interior Department or by 
the Office of Indian Affairs, so far as they may be incompatible with any of the pro- 
visions of the said Constitution and By-laws are hereby declared inapplicable to the 
Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin* 

All officers and employees of the Interior Department are ordered to abide by the 
provisions of the said Constitution and By-laws* 

Approval recommended December 16, 1936* 

WILLIAM ZIMMERMAN, JR. , 

Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs* 



HAROLD L* ICKES , 
Secretary of the Interior. 

[SEAL] 



Washington, D.C., December 21, 1936. 






AMENDMENTS — CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS FOR THE ONEIDA 
TRIBE OF INDIANS OF WISCONSIN 



AMENDMENT 1. 

That Section 3 of Article III, of the Constitution be changed by substituting the 
words, n The qualified voters of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin shall elect 
from among the qualified voters of the tribe" for the present words, "The General 
Tribal Council shall elect from its own members"* 

AMENDMENT 2. 

That an additional paragraph be added to Section 3 of Article III, as follows: 

"The General Tribal Council shall enact necessary rules and regulations governing 
the election of tribal officials*" 

AMENDMENT 3* 

That the sentence in the first paragraph of Section 4, Article III, reading,, 
"Thereafter, officials shall be chosen at the July meeting" be changed to read t , n There 
after, officials shall be elected annually in July on a date to be set by the General 
Tribal Council." 
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amendment 4. 

That the second paragraph of Section 4 a Article III, readings M One-third (1/3) of 
the qualified voters of the Tribe shall constitute a quorum at any special or regular 
meeting, " be changed to read as follows: 

"Fifty qualified voters of the Tribe shall constitute a quorum at any regular or 
special meeting of the General Tribal Council*" 

*** 



CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 



Pursuant to an order, approved January 13, 1939, by the Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior, the attached Amendments to the Constitution and By-laws of the Oneida Tribe 
of Indians of Wisconsin were submitted for ratification to the qualified voters of 
the Tribe, and were on June 3, 1939, duly adopted by a vote as follows: Amendment 1, 

246 for, and 10 against; Amendment 2, 241 for, and 11 against; Amendment 3, 246 for, 
and 8 against; Amendment 4, 218 for, and 36against, in an election in which over 30 
percent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots, in accordance with Section 16 
of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended by the 
Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat* 378). 

DAVID 0* SKENANDORE 
Chairman of Election Board 



PERU FARVER, 

Superintendent, Tomah School* 



LYDIA PCWLESS 

Secretary of Election Board 



I, Oscar L. Chapman, the Assistant Secretary of the Interior of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority granted me by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 
Stat. 984), as amended, do hereby approve the attached Amendments to the Constitution 
and By-laws of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin,, 



Approval recommended; June 10, 1939. 

FRED H. DAIKER, 

Assistant Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 



Washington, D.C., June 15, 1939. 



OSCAR L* CHAPMAN 
Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior 

[SEAL] 
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REVISED CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE ONEIDA 
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TRIBE OF INDIANS OF WISCONSIN 



[Norbert S, Hill, Chairman of the Oneida Tribe, in a personal communi- 
cation to the editor, stated: **In recent years we have made two attempts 

to amend our Constitution and By-Laws, There seemed to be too much red 
tape, and both times we failed. The law, however, is being changed to 
make amending a Tribal Constitution and By-Laws possible, ** The follow- 
ing material then is the new "Proposed** Revised Constitution and By-Laws 
of the Oneida Tribe, sent by Mr, E, J, Riley, Superintendent of the Great 
Lakes Agency, Ashland, Wisconsin,] 






We, the people of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin, grateful to the Al- 
mighty God for His fostering care, in order to re-establish our tribal organization, 
to conserve and develop our common resources and to promote the welfare of ourselves 
and our descendants, do hereby ordain and establish this Revised Constitution, 

ARTICLE I - TERRITORY 

The territory of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin shall extend to all tri- 
bal land within the Oneida Reservation in Wisconsin and any other Isolds that may be 
acquired by or on behalf of said tribe, except as may otherwise be provided by State 
or Federal Law, The tribe may exercise such jurisdiction that is not in conflict 
with applicable Federal or State Law, 

ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1 , The membership of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin shall con- 
sist of: 

(a) All persons of Indian blood whose names appear on the official annuity 

roll of the tribe as of October 7, 1935, 

(b) Any lineal descendant of a member whose name appears on the official an- 

nuity roll of October 7, 1935, whose membership has been approved prior 
to effective date of this Revised Constitution, provided that said des- 
cendant is of at least 1/4 degree Indian blood and is not enrolled with 
smother tribe, 

(c) Any person gaining membership after the effective date of this Revised Con- 

stitution through ordinance enacted under Section 4 of this Article, 

Section 2 , The foregoing persons shall constitute the General Tribal Council of 
the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin, 

Sec, 3 , Any person who has been rejected for enrollment as a member of the tribe 
shall have the right of appeal to the Secretary of the Interior, whose decision shall 
be final. 

Sec, 4 , The Executive Council shall enact ordinances subject to review by the Se- 
cretary of the Interior covering future membership and adoption of new members. Such 
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ordinance shall include the provision that only persons of at least 1/4 degree Indian 
blood be granted membership. 

The Executive Council shall have the power to enact ordinances , subject to review 
by the Secretary of the Interior, covering loss of membership, 

ARTICLE III - GOVERNING BODY 

Section 1 , The governing body cf the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin shall 
be the Executive Council which shall be composed of a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Trea- 
surer and six (6) Councilmen elected by secret ballot. 

Sec, 2 , Any member of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin residing in Brown 
or Outagamie County is eligible to be elected to the Executive Council, provided that 
he is 21 years of age or over on the date of the election, and further provided that 
no member may rim for more them one office in any election. 

Sec. 3 . All enrolled members of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin, who are 
21 years of age or over, shall be qualified voters in all elections of members of the 
Executive Council, provided they shall present themselves in person at the polls on 
the day of election, 

4 , At the election of the first Executive Council, the two candidates for 
councilmen receiving the highest number of votes and the Chairman shall be elected 
for a term of three years; the two candidates for councilmen receiving the next high- 
est number of votes and the Treasurer shall be elected for a term of two years; and 
the two candidates for councilmen receiving the next highest number of votes arid the 
Vice-Chairman shall be elected for a term of one year. Their successors shall be 
elected in succeeding elections for terms of three years. All members of the Execu- 
tive Council shall serve until their successors are elected and installed. An incum- 
bent officer or councilman shall not be barred from running for office in the subse- 
quent election, provided he tenders his resignation at least 60 days before the elect 
ion date, effective the date of installation of new councilmen. 

Sec, 5, The Secretary shall be selected by the Executive Council from within or 
without the membership of the Executive Council and shall serve for a term to be fix- 
ed by the Executive Council, The Secretary shall have no vote unless he is a member 
of the Executive Council, 

Sec, 6 , Such other officers and committees as the Executive Council deems neces- 
sary shall be appointed by the Executive Council from among its membership, when pos 
sible, without additional compensation, unless deemed necessary or proper by the Exe 
cutive Council, 

Sec, 7 , The Executive Council, by a vote of five of its members, may remove an 
Executive Council member for neglect of duty, or gross misconduct, after giving such 
member notice of the charge and an opportunity to speak in his own defense. Neglect 
of duty shall include, but not be limited to, successive absences from three regular 
Executive Council meetings without an excuse acceptable to the Executive Council, 
Gross misconduct shall include, but not be limited to, a conviction in any court of a 
felony. 

Sec, 8 , The Executive Council by a favorable vote of five of its members shall 
select a person to fill a vacancy on the Executive Council until the next tribal elec 
tion when the qualified voters of the General Tribal Council shall elect a councilman 

0 



to serve for the duration of the unexpired term, 
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Sec*__9. Any five members of the Executive Council shall constitute a quorum for 
transacting business. All business shall be determined by majority vote except as 
otherwise provided in this Revised Constitution and By-laws, 

ARTICLE IV - ELECTIONS 

Section 1 , Eligible candidates desiring to become members of the Executive Coun- 
cil shall file with the Secretary of the Executive Council notice of intent to run 
for office at least 30 days before the election date. The Secretary shall post a 
list of eligible candidates at least 20 days before the election, provided, however, 
that at the first election such notice of intent to run for office shall be filed 
with the Secretary of the present Executive Committee at least 10 days before the 
election, and said Executive Secretary shall post a list of eligible candidates in 
three public places at least five days before the election date. 

Sec- 2 . The first election of the Executive Council under this Revised Constitu- 
tion shall be called, held and supervised by an Election Board appointed by the pre- 
sent Executive Committee within 60 days after ratification and approval of this Con- 
stitution, The Executive Council so elected shall take office immediately and hold 
office until successors have been elected and installed. Upon installation, the Exe- 
cutive Council shall dispose of ties for vacancies in its membership by secret bal- 
lot. 

Sec* 3 . The time and procedure for (conducting tribal elections after the first 
tribal election shall be stated in an ordinance passed by the Executive Council, pro- 
vided that tribal elections shall be held every year in the month of June. 

ARTICLE V - REFERENDUM 

Section 1 , Upon a petition signed by at least 100 members of the tribe, 21 years 
of age or over, or upon the request of the majority of the members of the Executive 
Council any proposed ordinance or resolution shall be submitted to a referendum of 
qualified voters of the tribe, provided that such petition is submitted within 60 
days from the date of enactment of said ordinance or resolution. 

Sec* 2 . After receipt of the petition, the Executive Council shall call a referen 
dum and prescribe the manner of conducting the vote. Such election shall be held with 
in 60 days from the receipt of the petition. If the Executive Councils fails to call 
and/or hold such a referendum within the prescribed time limit, the Superintendent of 
the Agency shall call and/or hold such referendum, 

Sec « 3 . The majority of votes cast in such referendum shall be conclusive and 
binding on the Executive Council and if an ordinance or resolution is rejected by 
such vote, such ordinance or resolution shall be null and void as; of the date of the 
referendum and shall not be reconsidered for a period of at least one year. 

Sec* 4 , The Executive Council shall prescribe the voter qualifications for rcfer- 
endums, but in no event shall they be restricted beyond the provisions of Article III. 
Section 3, 

ARTICLE VI - POWERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Section 1 * The Executive Council shall exercise the following powers, subject to 
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any limitations imposed by the statutes or the Constitution of the United States: 

(a) To negotiate with the Federal, State or local governments, 

(b) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing of fees to be sub- 

ject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, 

(c) To veto any sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of tribal lands, or oth- 

er tribal assets. 

(d) To advise with the Secretary of the Interior with regard to all appropriation 

estimates or Federal projects for the benefit of the Oneida Tribe of Indians 
of Wisconsin prior to the submission of such estimates to the Bureau of the 
Budget and to Congress, 

(e) To administer funds within the control of the tribe, provided, however, that 

no expenditure shall be more or obligation incurred in excess of $5,000, 
unless the same shall have been approved by the qualified voters of the Gen- 
eral Tribal Council, 

(f) To engage in any business that will further the social and economic well-be- 

ing of members of the tribe or undertake any programs or projects designed 
for the economic advancement of the people, 

Cg) To borrow money from the Federal Government or any other source and to direct 
the use of such funds for productive purposes or to lean money thus borrowed 
to members of the tribe, with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, 
To pledge or assign chattell or future income due or to become due, provided 
such a pledge, assignment or extension thereof shall be subject to the appro 
val of the Secretary of the Interior, 

(h) To make and perform contracts and agreements of every description, not incon- 

sistent with law or with any provision of this Revised Constitution, with 
any person, association, or corporation, with any municipality or any coun- 
ty, or with the United States or the State of Wisconsin for the rendition of 
public services, provided that any contract involving payment of money by 
the tribe in excess of $1,000 in any one year shall be subject to the appro* 
• val of the Secretary of the Interior, 

(i) To enact ordinances, subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior, pro^* 

viding for the manner of making, holding and revoking assignments of tribal 
land or interests therein, 

(j) As authorized by law, to manage, lease, permit or otherwise deal with tribal 

lands, interests in lands or other tribal assets, and to purchase lands or 
otherwise acquire lands, or interests in land, within or without the reser- 
vation, provided that tribal lands shall not be sold, 

. OO To establish subordinate organizations and to delegate to such organizations , 

or to any subordinate boards or officials of the tribe, any of the foregoing 
powers, reserving the right to review any action taken by virtue of such de- 
legated powers, 

(1) To adopt ordinances or resolutions not inconsistent with this Revised Con- 
O stitution and By-laws, regulating the procedure of the Executive Council it- 

ERIC 
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self and of other tribal agencies, tribal officials or tribal organizations 
of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin, 

Sec,_ 2 , The Executive Council may exercise such further powers as may in the fu- 
ture be delegated to the Executive Council by the Secretary of the Interior or any 
other duly authorized official or agency of the State of Federal Government, 

Sec^_3. Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Oneida Tribe of Indians 
of Wisconsin, but not expressly referred to in this Revised Constitution, shall not 
be abridged by this Article, but may be exercised by the people of the Oneida Tribe 
of Indians of Wisconsin through the adoption of appropriate amendments to the Revised 
Constitution and By-laws, 

Sec, 4 , Any ordinance or resolution which by the terms of this Revised Constitu- 
tion is subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be presented to 
the Superintendent of the Agency, who shall, within ten days after receipt, approve 
or disapprove the same. If the Superintendent shall approve any ordinance or resolu 
tion, it shall thereupon become effective, but the Superintendent shall transmit a 
copy of the same, bearing his endorsement , to the Secretary of the Interior who may, 
within 90 days from the date of receipt, rescind the said ordinance or resolution for 
any cause, by notifying the Executive Council of such decision* If the Superintend- 
ent shall refuse to approve any ordinance or resolution submitted to him, he shall, 
within 10 days after its receipt, advise the Executive Council of his reasons there- 
for, If these reasons appear to the Executive Council insufficient, it may, by a ma 
jority vote, refer the ordinance or resolution to the Secretary of the Interior who 
ma y , within 90 days from the date of its receipt, approve the same in writing, where 
upon the said ordinance or resolution shall become effective, 

ARTICLE VII - AMENDMENTS 

This Revised Constitution and By-laws may be amended by a majority vote of the 
qualified voters of the tribe voting in an election called for that purpose by the 
Secretary of the Interior, provided that at least 30 percent of those entitled to 
vote shall vote in such election. No amendment shall become effective until approved 
by the Secretory of the Interior, It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the In- 
terior to call an election on any proposed amendment upon request of a majority vote 
of the Executive Council, or upon petition of at least 100 qualified voters of the 
tribe. Voter qualifications for such an election shall be the same as for a tribal 
election, except that absentee voting will be permitted in accordance with regula- 
tions of the Secretary of the Interior, 

ARTICLE VIII - RESCISSION OF FORMER ORDINANCES 

All ordinances or resolutions heretofore adopted, which are inconsistent with this 
Revised Constitution and By-laws, are rescinded* 

ARTICLE IX - RIGHTS OF MEMBERS 

All members of the tribe shall be accorded equal opportunities to participate in 
the economic resources and activities of the tribe* All members of the tribe may en 
joy, without hindrance, freedom of worship, conscience, speech, press, assembly, as- 
sociation and due process of law, as guaranteed by the Constitution of the United 
States. 
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BY-LAWS OF THE ONEIDA 
TRIBE OF INDIANS OF WISCONSIN 

ARTICLE I - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 



Section 1 . Chairman , The Chairman of the Executive Council shall preside over 
all meetings of the General Tribal Council and the Executive Council, and shall per- 
form the usual duties of a Chairman, and exercise any authority delegated to him by 
the General Tribal Council and/or the Executive Council, It shall be the duty of the 
Chairman to countersign all checks drawn against the funds of the tribe. 

Sec, 2 , Vice-Chairman , The Vice-Chairman shall assist the Chairman when called 
upon to do so, and in the absence of the Chairman he shall preside. When so presid- 
ing, he shall have all the rights, privileges and duties, as well as the responsibilJL 
ties, of the Chairman. 

Sec, 3. Treasurer . The Treasurer shall accept, receive, receipt for, preserve 
and safeguard all funds in the custody of the General Tribal Council and/or the Exe- 
cutive Council, whether they be tribal funds or special funds for which the General 
Tribal Council and/or the Executive Council is acting as trustee or custodian. He 
shall deposit allfunds in such depository as the Executive Council shall direct, and 
shall make and preserve a faithful record of such funds, and shall report on all re- 
ceipts and expenditures and the amount and nature of all funds in his possession and 
custody at each regular meeting of the General Tribal Council, and at such other times 
as requested by the General Tribal Council and/or the Executive Council. 

He shall not pay out or disburse any tribal funds in his possession or custody, ex 
cept in accordance with a resolution duly passed by the Executive Council. 

The Treasurer shall be required to give a bond satisfactory to the Executive Coun- 
cil and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 



An audit of accounts shall be made once each year and at such other times as the 
Executive Council or the Commissioner of Indian Affairs may require. The Executive 
Council shall prescribe the manner of conducting the annual audit. 



Sec, 4 . Secretary . The Secretary shall conduct all tribal correspondence, and 
shall keep an accurate record of all matters transacted at General Tribal Council and 
Executive Council meetings. It shall be his duty to submit to the Superintendent of 
the Agency, and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, copies of all minutes of regular 
and special meetings of the General Tribal Council and the Executive Council, 



Sec. 5. Appointive Officers and Committees . The duties of all appointive boards, 
committees or officers shall be clearly defined by resolution of the Executive Coun- 
cil at the time of their creation or appointment. Such boards, committees or offi- 
cers shall report from time to time, as required, to the Executive Council, and their 
activities and decisions shall be subject to review by the Executive Council upon the 
petition of any person aggrieved. 



ARTICLE II - MEETINGS 




Time and procedure for General Tribal Council meeting!* and Executive Council meet- 
ings shall be stated in ordinances passed by the Executive Council, provided that 
General Tribal C ovine il meetings are held each January and July* 
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ARTICLE III - RATIFICATION OF CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

This Revised Constitution and By-laws, when adopted by a majority vote of the 
qualified voters of the tribe voting in an election called for that purpose by the 
Secretary of the Interior, provided that at least 30 percent of those entitled to 
vote shall vote in such election, shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Inter- 
ior for his approval and shall be effective from the date of such approval. 



*** 




CODIFICATION OF THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OR 
RULES OF THE MENOMINEE INDIAN TRIBE, AD- 
VISORY AND GENERAL COUNCILS 



References in this Code to the Constitution and By-Laws 
are to the Constitution and By-Laws governing the election 
and duties of an Advisory Council of the Menominee Indians 
and of the General Council as amended by the Tribal Coun- 
cil and approved by the Secretary of the Interior or the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs on February 11, 1938, Sep- 
tember 22, 1934. 



SEC. 1, ADVISORY COUNCIL, DISTRICTS, SELECTION OF COUNCILMEN. A committee of 
the Menominee Indians to be known as the 'Menominee Advisory Council of the Meno- 
minee Indian Reservation* shall be selected consisting of .twelve (12) enrolled a- 
dult members of the Menominee Indian Tribe, one (1) each to be elected foom Dis- 
tricts I, II, III, IV, V, and the Zoar Area, to be known hereafter as District VI. 
(As amended, and approved by the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs on October 
9, 1950.) 

SEC. 2. ELECTION DISTRICTS AND ELECTORS THEREIN. The Menominee Reservation 
shall be divided into six (6) election districts, such division to be effected by 
the Advisory Council except that the Zoar Area shall always constitute one dis- 
trict. Each district shall consist of not less than 250 tribal members, except 
that District VI (Zoar Area) may consist of a smaller number. (As amended and ap- 
proved by the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs on October 9, 1950.) 

SEC. 3. NUMBER OF COUNCILMEN AND METHOD OF SELECTION. There shall be elected 
by the qualified voters living therein one (1) councilman from each of the six (6) 
districts and six (6) councilman from the Tribe at large by the qualified voters 
of the entire Tribe. (As amended, and approved by the Acting Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs on October 9, 1950.) 

SEC. 4. CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL, TIME FOR FILING. The twelve (12) members of 
the Advisory Council are to be elected by the adult members of the Tribe as pro- 
vided for in SEC. 3 of this Code, in the manner hereinafter described: All quali- 

fied, enrolled members of the Tribe desiring to be candidates shall not less than 
ten (10) days preceding election day file their names in the office of the Super- 
intendent of the Reservation, supported by a petition signed by not less than twen- 
ty-five (25) qualified voters of the Tribe. (Source of this section is paragraph 
2 of the Constitution and By-laws and paragraph 7 of the Regulations adopted by the 
Tribe, December 13, 1941, as amended October 17, 1942.) 

SEC. 5. PREPARATION OF BALLOT. The superintendent shall prepare a ballot con- 
taining the names of all the candidates whose names have been filed as prescribed 
in SEC. 4 of this Code. (Source of this Section is paragraph 2 of the Constitu- 
tion and By-laws and paragraph 7 of the Regulations adopted by the Tribe, December 
13, 1941, as amended October 17, 1942.) 

SEC. 6 ELECTION, DATE THEREOF. Election day ghall be held on the Tuesday fol- 
lowing the first Monday in November and shall be advertised properly for not less 
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than thirty (30) days prior thereto. (Source of this section is paragraph 2 of the 
Constitution and By-laws and paragraph 7 of the Regulations adopted by the Tribe, 
December 13, 1941, as amended October 17, 1942.) 

SEC. 7. ELECTION BOARD, ITS FUNCTIONS. The election board shall consist of an 
inspector, cleric, and ballot clerk, all of whom shall be selected by the bystanders 
at the polls located within each of the several election districts at the time de- 
signated for the opening of the polls. The inspector, cierk, and ballot clerk, af- 
ter their selection, shall immediately declare the polls open. The time for open- 
ing the polls shall be 9:30 A.M. and the polls shall remain open until 5 P.M. Each 
voter shall obtain from the ballot clerk an official ballot which shall bear the 
endorsement of the ballot clerk. The voter shall promptly mark his choice from the 
list of candidates and deliver the ballot to the inspector who shall deposit same 
in the ballot box and announce to the clerk the name of the voter. The clerk shall 
immediately write the name of the voter on the polling list. In case any voter is 
not able to prepare his ballot, he may call upon any member of the election board 
to assist him. (Source of this section is paragraph 2 of the Constitution and By- 
laws and paragraph 7 of the Regulations adopted by the Tribe, December 13, 1941, as 
amended October 17, 1942.) 

SEC. 0. CLOSING OF POLLS AND COUNTING OF BALLOTS. Immediately after the clos- 
ing of the polls at 5 P.M. the ballot box of each district shall be opened by the 
election officers and the ballots counted. The ballots and tally sheets shall then 
be delivered by the election officers to the Superintendent of the Reservation. 
(Source of this section is paragraph 2 of the Constitution and By-laws and para- 
graph 7 of the Regulations adopted by the Tribe, December 13, 1941, as amended Oc- 
tober 17, 1942.) 

SEC. 9. CANVASSING BOARD AND ITS DECISION. The Superintendent and the two 
judges of the Indian Court of the Menominee Reservation shall constitute the can- 
vassing board. The six (6) at large candidates and each District Candidate receiv- 
ing the highest number of votes shall be declared elected. (Source of this section 
is paragraph 2 of the Constitution and By-laws and paragraph 7 of the Regulations 
adopted by the Tribe, December 13, 1941, as amended October 17, 1942.) 

SEC. 10. ELECTED MEMBERS TO TAKE OFFICE. The twelve (12) candidates declared 
elected by the Canvassing Board (SEC. 9 of this Code) shall take office on the 30th 
day of November or as soon thereafter as practicable following their election and 
shall hold office for two (2) years and until their successors are elected or cho- 
sen and qualify. (Source of this section is paragraph 3 of the Constitution and 
By-laws and paragraph 7 of the Regulations adopted by the Tribe, December 13, 1941, 
as amended October 17, 1942.) 

SEC. 11. FILLING VACANCIES, Should any vacancies arise in the Advisory Council 
by death, resignation, or otherwise of any of its members, said vacancies shall be 
filled by the General Council. (Source of this section is paragraph 4 of the Con- 
stitution and By-laws.) 

SEC. 12. OATH OF OFFICE. Before entering upon duty each member of the Advisory 
Council shall subscribe, in the presence of the Superintendent of the Reservation, 
to the following oath: "I, (name), do solemnly swear that I will support and de- 

fend the Constitution of the United States of America, and faithfully execute the 
office to which I have been elected. 11 (Source of this section is paragraph 5 of 
the Constitution and By-laws.) 
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SEC. 13. ORGANIZATION OF COUNCIL AND ELECTION OF ADVISORY COUNCIL'S OFFICERS. 

At the first regular meeting to be held by the Advisory Council after its election 
it shall select from its members a President and a Secretary. (Source of this sec- 
tion is paragraph 6 of the Constitution and By-laws.) 

SEC 14. DUTIES OF PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY. The President's duties shall be to 
preside at all meetings when present. He shall devote his full time to tribal mat- 
ters. His salary shall be $2400 per annum. The Secretary's duties shall be to 
keep a record of all proceedings and file a certified copy of same in the office of 
the Superintendent within ten (10) days after each meeting. In the absence of 
either the President or Secretary, the Advisory Council shall elect a President or 
Secretary, pro tem. (Source of this section is paragraph 6 of the Constitution and 
By-laws, the Act of Congress of July 12, 1943, (57 Stat* 469) as supplemented or 
amended, and the approval of the General Council of June 24, 1944, of the Council's 
budget approved by the Commissioner of September 11, 1944.) 

SEC. 15. QUORUM ADVISORY COUNCIL. No business shall be transacted without the 
presence of a quorum which shall consist of the majority of the members (12 members) 
of the Advisory Council. (Source of this section is paragraph 6 of the Constitution 
and By-laws.) 

SEC 16. APPROVAL OF ADVISORY COUNCIL’S MINUTES. The minutes of the Advisory 
Council shall be signed by the President and Secretary and at least three (3) other 
members of the Council. (Source of this section is paragraph 6 of the Constitution 
and By-laws.) 

SEC 17. REGULAR AND SPECIAL MEETINGS. As soon as practicable after an Advi- 
sory Council has been elected, it shall hold its first meeting. In case of exigen- 
cy, the President of the Advisory Council may call a special meeting of the Council 
upon a request in writing by a majority of its members. (Source of this section is 
paragraph 7 of the Constitution and By-laws, as amended by paragraph 7 of the Re- 
gulations adopted by the Tribe, December 13, 1941, as amended October 17, 1942.) 

SEC. 18. PLACE OF MEETINGS AND TIME LIMITATION. All meetings of the Advisory 
Council shall be held in Keshena or Neopit in the discretion of the Council. Ef- 
fective as of January 1, 1951, the Advisory Council shall meet regularly once each 
month and may hold as many special meetings as may be necessary to conduct tribal 
business. (As amended, and approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs on June 
24, 1952.) 

SEC 19. ADVISORY COUNCIL’S DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES. The Adivsory Council 
shall be the representatives of the Menominee Tribe of Indians in all matters af- 
fecting the welfare and business of the Tribe, including the conduct of the logging 
and milling operations on the Reservation. It shall be the duty of the Advisory 
Council to consider all matters brought to its attention by the members of the Tribe 
or by the Superintendent or that may arise through its own investigation. (Source 
of this section is paragraph 8 of the Constitution and By-laws and paragraph 3 of 
the Regulations adopted by the Tribe, December 13, 1941, as amended October 17, 

1942.) 

SEC 20. COUNCIL SHALL MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO SUPERINTENDENT. The Advisory Coun- 
cil shall submit to the Superintendent of the Reservation for appropriate action 
such recommendations as it has to make. (Source of this section is paragraph 8 of 
the Constitution and By-laws and paragraph 3 of the Regulations adopted by the Tribe, 
December 13, 1941, as amended October 17, 1942.) 
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SEC 21. COUNCIL MAY APPEAL TO COMMISSIONER. If the Superintendent fails to 
take the satisfactory action on recommendations of the Advisory Council this Council 
may appeal to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, through the Superintendent of the 
Reservation. If the Superintendent of the Reservation fails or refuses to submit 
such an appeal to the Commissioner, the Council may communicate directly with the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. (Source of this section is paragraph 8 of the Con- 
stitution and By-laws and paragraph 3 of the Regulations adopted by the Tribe, De- 
cember 13, 1941, as amended October 17, 1942.) 

SEC. 22. COUNCIL TO ACT FOR TRIBE WHEN GENERAL COUNCIL NOT IN SESSION. The Ad- 
visory Council shall, during the period the General Council is not in session, 
transact business of the Tribe and any action properly taken by the Advisory Coun- 
cil shall be binding upon the Tribe until repealed. (Source of this section is 
paragraph 8 of the Constitution and By-laws and paragraph 3 of the Regulations a- 
dopted by the Tribe, December 13, 1941, as amended October 17, 1942.) 

SEC. 23. GENERAL COUNCIL MAY REPEAL ACTIONS OF ADVISORY COUNCIL. Ihe General 
Council duly assembled for that purpose may repeal any action taken by the Advisory 
Council. (Source of this section is paragraph 8 of the Constitution and By-laws 
and paragraph 3 of the Regulations adopted by the Tribe, December 13, 1941, and a- 
amnded October 17, 1942.) 

SEC 24. COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS OF ADVISORY COUNCIL. Each member of the Ad- 
visory Council, except the President, shall receive as compensation for the services 
$8.00 for each day's attendance at the regular and special meetings. No compensa- 
tion shall be paid for more than fifteen (15) days in any one year. Compensation 
to the members of the Advisory Council shall be paid by check drawn by the Superin- 
tendent of the Reservation from tribal funds applicable. (Source of this section 
is paragraph 9 of the Constitution and By-laws as superseded and amended by General 
Council action on June 24, 1944, as approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
September 11, 1944, pursuant to the Act of Congress of July 12, 1943 (57 Stat. 469) 
as supplemented or amended.) 



GENERAL COUNCIL 

SEC 25. GENERAL COUNCIL MEETINGS, NUMBER THEREOF. There shall be held two (2) 
regular General Councils and as many special General Councils as the occasion de- 
mands in any calendar year. The dates of the general and special Councils shall be 
determined and fixed by the Advisory Council x-jith the approval of the Superintend- 
ent. At least one (1) Council, general or special, shall be held in each six (6) 
month's period of the calendar year. (Source of this section is paragraph 1 of Re- 
gulations adopted by the Tribe, December 13, 1941.) 

SEC 26. QUORUM GENERAL COUNCIL. A meeting of the General Council shall not be 
recognized as such unless there shall be present at the time of the meeting and 
when any action is to be taken at least seventy- five (75) enrolled, adult members 
of the Menominee Indian Tribe who are eligible to vote. It shall be the duty of 
the Chairman of the General Council, prior to any vote being taken on any questions 
pending before the General Council, to ascertain and determine whether a quorum is 
present. In the absence of the quorum no business shall be transacted. (Source of 
this section is paragraph 2 of the Regulations adopted December 13, 1941, as amend- 
ed June 19, 1943.) 

SEC. 27. NOTICE AND POSTING OF GENERAL COUNCIL MEETINGS. Notices of all meet- 
ings , general or special, of the General Council shall be published at least ten 
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(10) days preceding the date of the meeting of the ,f Menominee (Minutes) News", the 
tribal newspaper and by placing copies of such notice on the bulletin boards at the" 
Keshena Agency, the office of the Menominee Indian Mills, the Post Offices at Ke- 
shena and Neopit, at the punch clocks at the sawmills, planning mill, and the yard, 
at the South Branch Range Station, the bulletin boards of the community centers at 
2oar and. West Branch and such other places as may be determined upon by the General 
Council from- time to time. (Source -of this section is. paragraph 5 of the Regula- 
tions, adopted December 13, 1941*) 

SEC. 28. NOTICE OF BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED. Notices of General Council meet- 
ings, in addition to containing the date, the time and the place of the meeting, 
shall list in numerical order the business to come before the meeting and no busi- 
ness not so listed shall be transacted before the meeting of the Council. (Source 
of this section is paragraph 5 of the Regulations adopted December 13, 1941.) 

SEC. 29. PREPARATION OF NOTICES. The notices of all meetings of the General 
Council shall be prepared by the Superintendent of the Reservation. (Source of 
this section is paragraph of the Regulations adopted December 13, 1941.) 

SEC. 30. ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN NOTICES, BY WHOM SUBMITTED. Notices of meet- 
ings of General Council shall include all items requested by (1) the Advisory Coun- 
cil, (2)(Manager of the Menominee Indians Mills), the Superintendent of the Menomi- 
nee Reservation, (3) any petition duly signed by two hundred and fifty (250) quali- 
fied voters of the Menominee Tribe, and (4) ma$r include such other items as the Su- 
perintendent desires to present to the Tribe. £uch requests shall be in writing 
and shall clearly state the nature of the business. They shall be dated and signed 
by the parties presenting the same and shall be presented to the Superintendent of 
the Menominee Reservation at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the publi- 
cation of the notice of the particular general or special meeting of the General 
Council. (Source of this sectibn is paragraph 6 of the Regulations adopted Decem- 
ber 13, 1941.) 

SEC. 31. RECOMMENDATIONS TO COMMISSIONER. The General Council may recommend to 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs any changes in the regulations of this Code that 
may at any time in its judgment seem advisable. (Source of this section is parar- 
graph 10 of the Constitution and By-lav/s.) 

SEC; 32. CONSTRUCTION, REORGANIZATION ACT. The provisions of SECS. 1 to 31 of 
this Code shall not be construed as the adoption of any charter or constitution and 
by-laws under the Indian Reorganization Act. (Source of this section is paragraph 
7 of Regulations adopted December 13, 1941.) 
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CORPORATE CHARTER OF THE FOREST COUNTY POTAWATOMI 
COMMUNITY t WISCONSIN 

Ratified October 30, 1937 



Whereas, the Wisconsin Potawatomies residing in Forest County, Wisconsin, consti* 
tute a recognized Indian tribe organized as the Forest County Potawatomi Community un- 
der a constitution and by-laws ratified by the Tribe on November 14, 1936, and ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Interior on February 6, 1937, pursuant to Section 16 of 
the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat* 984), as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 
Stat* 378); and 

Whereas, more than one-third of the adult members of the Tribe have petitioned that 
a charter of incorporation be granted to said tribe subject to ratification by a vote 
of the adult members of the Forest County Potawatomi Community; 

Now, therefore, I, Oscar L. Chapman, Assistant Secretary of the Interior, by virtue 
of the authority conferred upon me by the said Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat* 984), do 
hereby issue and submit this charter of incorporation to the Forest County Potawatomi 
Community, Wisconsin, to be effective from and after such time as it may be ratified 
by a majority vote of the adult members residing on the lands reserved for the Wiscon- 
sin Potawatomies of Wisconsin. 

1, Corporate Existen ce, In order to further the economic development of the mem- 
bers of the Forest County Potawatomi Community, Forest County, Wisconsin, by confer- 
ring upon said community certain rights, powers, privileges and immunities; and to 
provide for the proper exercise by the Community of various functions and responsi- 
bilities heretofore performed and assumed by the Department of the Interior, the afore 
said community is hereby chartered as a body politic and corporate of the United Stat- 
es of America under the corporate name "The Forest County Potawatomi Community." 

2, Perpetual Successio n* The Forest County Potawatomi Community shall, as a Fed- 
eral Corporation, have perpetual succession. 

3, Membership . The Forest County Potawatomi Community shall be a membership cor- 
poration. Its members shall consist of all persons now or hereafter members of the 
Community, as provided by its duly ratified and approved constitution and by-laws. 

4, M anagement . The General Tribal Council of the Community established in accord- 
ance with the said constitution and by-laws of the Community shall exercise all the 
corporate powers hereinafter enumerated. 

5, Corporate Powers . The Community, subject to any restrictions contained in the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, or in the constitution and by-laws of the 
said community, shall have the following corporate powers, in addition to all powers 
already conferred or guaranteed by the Constitution and By-laws of the Community. 

(a) To adopt, use, and alter at its pleasure a corporate seal. 

(b) To purchase, take by gift, bequest, or otherwise, own, hold, manage, operate, 
and dispose of property of every description, real and personal, subject to 
the following limitations: 
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(1) No sale or mortgage may be made by the Community of any land, or in- 

terests in land, now or hereafter held by the Community* 

(2) No mortgage may be made of any standing timber on any land now or 

hereafter held by the Community* 

(3) leases or permits (which terms shall not include land assignments to 

members of the Community) may be made to members of the Community on 
any land now or hereafter owned by the Community, for a term of one 
year; timber sale contracts and leases may be made for a term not to 
exceed ten years, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the In- 
terior or his duly authorized representative: Provide d,, That oil and 
gas leases, or any leases requiring substantial improvements of the 
land may be made for longer periods than ten years, when authorized 
by law* 

(4) No action shall be taken by or in behalf of the Community which in any 

way operates to destroy or injure the Community timber or other na- 
tural resources. All leases, permits, and timber sale contracts re- 
lating to the use of community timber lands shall conform to regula- 
tions of the Secretary of the Interior authorized by Section 6 of the 
Act of June 18, 1934* Conformity to such regulation*!! shall be made a 
condition of any such lease, permits, or timber sale contract whether 
or not such agreement requires the approval of the Secretary of the 
Interior, and violation of such condition shall render the agreement 
revocable, in the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior* 

(c) To borrow money from the Indian Credit Fund in accordance with the terras of 

Section 10 of the Act cf June 18, 1934 (48 Stat* 984), or from any other 
source, and to use such funds directly for productive enterprises, or to 
loan money thus borrowed to individual members or associations of members 
of the Community* 

(d) To engage in any business that will further the economic well-being of the 

members of the Community, or to undertake any activity of any nature what- 
ever, not inconsistent with law or with any provisions o f this Charter* 

(e) To make and perform contracts and agreements of every description, not in- 

consistent with law or with any provisions of this Charters Provided , That 
any contracts involving payment of money by the corporation in excess of 
$3,000 in any one year shall be effective only when approved by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior or his duly authorized representative* 

(f) To pledge or assign chattels or future income of the Community due or to be- 

come dues Provided , That assignments of income, other than assignments to 
the United States, shall not extend more than five years from the date of 
execution and shall not cover more than one-half the net income from any 
one sources A nd, provided further , That any such pledge or assignment shall 
be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior or his duly 
authorized representative, 

(g) To deposit corporate funds, from whatever source derived, in any national or 

state bank to the extent that such funds are insured by the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, or secured by a surety bond, or other security, ap— 
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proved by the Secretary of the Interior; or to deposit such funds with a bond 
ed disbursing officer of the United States to the credit of the corporation* 

(h) To sue and to be sued in courts of competent jurisdiction within the United 

States; but the grant or exercise of such power to sue and to be sued shall 
not be deemed a consent by the said community or by the United States to the 
levy of any judgment, lien or attachment upon the property of the Community 
other than income or chattels specially pledged or assigned* 

(i) To exercise such further incidental powers, not inconsistent with Iciv, as may 

be necessary to the conduct of corporate business* 

6 6 Termination of Supervisory Powers * At any time after ten years from the ef- 
fective date of this Charter, the General Tribal Council may request the termination 
of any supervisory power reserved to the Secretary of the Interior under Sections 5 
(b) 3, 5 (e), 5 (f), 5 (g), and Section 3 of this Charter* Upon approval of the Se- 
cretary of the Interior of such request the supervisory power in question shall be 
terminated forthwith* If such request shall be made and the Secretary of the Inter- 
ior shall disapprove it or fall to approve or disapprove it within 90 days after its 
receipt, the question of the termination of any such power may then be submitted by 
the Secretary of the Interior or by the General Tribal Council to popular referendum 
of the adult members of the Forest County Potawatomi Community and if the termination 
is approved by two- thirds of the eligible voters, it shall be effective, 

7, Corporate Property , No property rights of the Forest County Potawatomi Commun- 
ity as heretofore constituted shall be in any way impaired by anything contained in 
this Charter and the Community ownership of unallotted lands, whether or not assigned 
to the use of any particular Individuals, is hereby expressly recognized. The Indivi- 
dually owned property of members of the Community shall not be subject to any corpor- 
ate debts or liabilities, without such owners* consent, 

8, Corporate Dividends ^ The Community may distribute per capita among its members, 
profits of corporate enterprises, over and above sums necessary to defray corporate 
obligations; and over and above all sums which may be devoted to the establishment of 
a reserve fund, the cost of public enterprises, the expenses of community government, 
the needs of charity, or other corporate purposes: Provide d* That no such per capita 
distribution of profits shall be made without the approval of the Secretary of the In- 
terior or his duly authorized representative. No distribution of the financial assets 
of the Community shall be made except as provided herein or as authorized by Congress, 

0* Corp o rate Accounts , The officers of the Community shall maintain accurate and 
complete public accounts of the financial affairs of the Community, which shall show 
all credits, debts, pledges, and assignments and shall furnish an annual balance 
sheet and report of the financial affairs of the Community to the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs, 

10, Amendments , This Charter shall not be revoked or surrendered except by Act of 
Congress, but amendments may be proposed by resolutions of the Council which, if ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be effective, when ratified by a major 
ity vote of the adult members of the Forest County Potawatomi Community at a popular 
referendum in which at least 30 per cent of the eligible voters shall vote. 

11, Ratification , This Charter shall be effective from and after the date of its 
ratification by a majority vote of the adult members of the Forest County Potawatomi 
Community residing on lands reserved for the Wisconsin Potawatomies of Wisconsin pro- 
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vided at least 30 per cent of the eligible voters shall vote; such ratification to be 
formally certified by the Superintendent of the Great Lakes Agency and the Chairman 
of the Council of the Community, 



Submitted by the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for ratification by the Forest 
County Potawatoml Community in a popular referendum to be held on October 30, 1937. 

OSCAR L. CHAPMAN, 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
[SEAL] 

Washington, D.C., September 30, 1937. 



*** 

CERTIFICATION 

Pursuant to Section 17 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), this Charter, 
issued on September 30, 1937 by the Assistant Secretary of the Interior to the Forest 
County Potawatomi Community, Forest County, Wisconsin, was duly submitted for ratifi- 
cation to the adult members of the Community residing on lands reserved for the Wis- 
consin Potawatomies of Wisconsin and was on October 30, 1937, duly ratified by a vote 
of 58 for, and 6 against, in an election in which over 30 per cent of those entitled 
to vote cast their ballots* 



HENRY SHAWANO, 

Chairman, Council of the Community. 



J. C # CAVILL, 

Superintendent, Great Lakes Agency. 







CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE FOREST COUNTY 



POTAWATOMI COMMUNITY t WISCONSIN 



Approved February 6, 1937 



PREAMBLE 

We, the Wisconsin Potawatomies residing on lands reserved by the United States for 
Wisconsin Potawatoinies in Forest County, Wisconsin, grateful to Almighty God for his 
fostering care, in order to re-establish our tribal organization, to conserve and de- 
velop our common resources and to promote the welfare of ourselves and our descen- 
dants, do hereby ordain and establish this Constitution for the Forest County Potawa- 
tomi Community, 



ARTICLE I — TERRITORY 

The jurisdiction of the Forest County Potawatomi Community shall embrace lands pur 
chased by the United States for the occupancy and use of the Wisconsin Potawatomies 
residing in Wisconsin, and any additional lands bought by the Federal Government or 
the Community under any law of the United States, except as otherwise provided by 
law, 

ARTICLE II — MEMBERSHIP 

SECTION 1, The membership of the Forest County Potawatomi Community shall consist 
of: 



(a) All persons of Indian blood whose names appear on the official census roll of 
the Wisconsin Potawatomies on file in the Indian Office, as of April 1, 1934, as sup- 
plemented to January 1, 1936, and who were residing on lands reserved by the United 
States for the Wisconsin Potawatomi in Forest County, Wisconsin, on the date of ap- 
proval of this Constitution, and their descendants who were so residing at that time* 

(b) All children of one-fourth (£) or more Indian blood born to any member of the 
Community, provided such member is a resident of the Reservation at the time of birth 
of said children, 

(c) All children of one-fourth (J) or more Indian blood, both of whose parents are 
members of the Tribe, 

SEC, 2, The General Tribal Council shall have the power to promulgate ordinances, 
subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior, covering future membership, loss 
of membership, and the adoption of new members and to prepare within one year from 
the adoption of this Constitution, a revised roll of members of this organization to 
become official when approved by the General Tribal Council at an election called for 
that purpose, and by the Secretary of the Interior, 

ARTICLE III — GOVERNING BODY 

SECTION 1, The governing body of the Forest County Potawatomi Community shall be 
the General Tribal Council which shall be composed of all qualified voters of the 
Community, 
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SEC . 2. Any enrolled member of the Community who is twenty-one (21) years of age 
or over shall be entitled to vote at any election at which he presents himself at the 
polls on election day during the official voting hours, 

SEC, 3, The General Tribal Council shall elect from itsi male members who are twen 
ty-five (25) years of age or over, by secret ballot, a Chairman; a Vice-Chairman; a 
Secretary; a Treasurer; and two councilmen, the six so elected to constitute the Exe- 
cutive Council, which shall exercise the powers and duties delegated to it by the Gen 
eral Council which reserves the right of review of the actions of the Executive Coun- 
cil. 



SEC, 4. The General Tribal Council shall meet on the first Monday of April and No 
vember of each year. The annual election shall be held at the time of the November 
meeting. 

SEC, 5, Within thirty days after the ratification and approval of this Constitu- 
tion and By-laws, a general tribal council shall be called by the present Business 
Committee for the purpose of electing the officers named herein, and to transact such 
other business as may be necessary. 

SEC, 6. The officers elected at the first election under this Constitution shall 
meet as soon as possible thereafter to determine by lot which three shall serve until 
the November election in 1937 and which three shall serve until the November election 
in 1938, and to organize for business. 

SEC, 7, After the first election, the annual election shall be held at the Novem- 
ber meeting of the General Tribal Council, at which time successors to those whose 
terms of office expire at that time shall be elected for a term of two (2) years. 

SEC, 8. The Chairman of the Executive Council, or any ten qualified voters may, by 
written notice posted at least ten days in advance of the meeting, call a special meejt 
ing of the General Tribal Council, 

SEC. 9, One-third of the resident qualified voters of the Community shall consti- 
tute a quorum at any regular or special meeting of the General Tribal Council* 

SEC 10. The present Business Committee shall provide the regulations for nomina- 
tions and the conduct of the first election, and thereafter the Executive Council 
shall make such provision for all elections, 

ARTICLE IV — REFERENDUM 



Upon a petition of at least thirty percent of the resident eligible voters of the 
Forest County Potawatomi Community, any enacted or proposed ordinance, resolution or 
other regulative act of the Executive Council shall be submitted to a referendum of 
the resident qualified voters. 

ARTICLE V — POWERS OF THE GENERAL TRIBAL COUNCIL 

SECTION 1. Enumerated Powers .-— The General Tribal Council of the Forest County 
Potawatomi Community shall exercise the following powers, subject to any limitations 
imposed by the statutes or the Constitution of the United States; 




(a) To negotiate with the Federal, State, and local Governments; 
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(b) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing of fees to be sub- 

ject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior; 

(c) To veto any sale, disposition, lease, or encumbrance of tribal lands, inter- 

ests in lands, or other tribal assets of the Community; 

(d) To advise with the Secretary of the Interior with regard to all appropriation 

estimates or Federal projects for the benefit of the Forest County Potawato- 
mi Community, prior to the submission of such estimates to the Bureau of the 
Budget and to Congress; 

(e) To manage all economic affairs and enterprises of the Forest County Potawatomi 

Community in accordance with the terms of a Charter that may be issued to the 
Community by the Secretary of the Interior; 

(f) To promulgate and enforce ordinances, which shall be subject to review by the 

Secretary of the Interior, governing the conduct of members of the Community, 
providing for the manner of making, holding, and revoking assignments of Com- 
munity land or interests therein, providing for the levying of taxes and the 
appropriation of available tribal funds for public purposes, providing for 
the licensing of non-members coming upon the Reservation for purposes of hunt 
ing, fishing, trading, or other business, and for the exclusion from the terrjL 
tory of the Community of persons not so licensed and establishing proper agen- 
cies for law enforcement upon the territory embraced in the jurisdiction of 
this Constitution. 

(g) To charter subordinate organizations for economic purposes and to delegate to 

such organizations, or to any subordinate boards or officials of the Commun- 
ity, any of the foregoing powers, reserving the right to review any action 
taken by virtue of such delegated power; 

(h) To adopt resolutions not inconsistent with this Constitution and the attached 

By-laws, regulating the procedure of the Council itself and of other tribal 
agencies, tribal officials, or tribal organizations of the Forest County 
Potawatomi Community. 

SEC. 2. Future Powers . — The General Tribal Council may exercise such further pow- 
ers as may in the future be delegated to the Council by any member of the Community or 
by the Secretary of the Interior or any other duly authorized official or agency of 
the State or Federal Government. 

SEC. 3. Reserved Powers ,^-Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Wisconsin 
Potawatomies residing on the land reserved for Wisconsin Potawatomies in Forest Coun- 
ty, Wisconsin, but not expressly referred to in this Constitution, shall not be abrid- 
ged by this Article, but may be exercised by the people of the Forest County Potawato- 
mi Community through the adoption of appropriate By-laws and constitutional amend- 
ments. 



SEC. 4. Any resolution or ordinance which by the terms of this Constitution is 
subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be presented to the Superin- 
tendent of the Reservation who shall, within ten days thereafter, approve or disap- 
prove the same. 

If the Superintendent shall approve any ordinance or resolution it shall thereupon 
— ome effective, but the Superintendent shall transmit a copy of the same, bearing 
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Ms endorsement, to the Secretary of the Interior, who may, within ninety days from 
the date of enactment, rescind the said ordinance or resolution for any cause, by no- 
tifying the Council of such rescission* 

If the Superintendent shall refuse to approve any ordinance or resolution submit- 
ted to him, within ten days after its enactment, he shall advise the Council of his 
reasons therefor. If these reasons appear to the Council insufficient, it may, by a 
majority vote, refer the ordinance or resolutions to the Secretary of the Interior, 
who may, within ninety days from the date of its enactment, approve the same in writ- 
ing, whereupon the said ordinance or resolution shall become effective. 

ARTICLE VI — AMENDMENTS 

This Constitution and By-laws may be amended by a majority vote of the qualified 
voters of the Community voting at an election called for that purpose by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, provided that at least thirty percent of those entitled to vote 
shall vote at such election; but no amendment shall become effective until it shall 
have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to call an election on any 
proposed amendment upon receipt of a petition signed by one-third of the resident qua 
1 if led voters, members of the Community. 



*** 

BY-LAWS OF THE WISCONSIN POTAV/ATCMIES OF FOREST COUNTY 
ARTICLE I — DOTIES OF OFFICERS 

SECTION 1. The Chairman of the Council shall preside over all meetings of the 
Council, shall perform the usual duties of a Chairman, and exercise any authority 
delegated to him by the Council. He shall vote only in the case of a tie. 

SEC. 2. The Vice-Chairman shall assist the Chairman when called upon to do so 
and in the absence of the Chairman he shall preside. When so presiding, he shall 
have all the rights, privileges and duties as well as the responsibilities of the 
Chairman. 

SEC. 3. The Secretary of the Council shall conduct all tribal correspondence and 
shall keep an accurate record of all matters transacted at Council meetings. It 
shall be his duty to submit promptly to the Superintendent of the jurisdiction and 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, copies of all minutes of regular and special meet 
ings of the Council. 

SEC. 4. The Treasurer of the Council shall accept, receive, receipt for, preserve 
and safeguard all tribal funds or special funds for which the Council is acting as 
trustee or custodian. He shall deposit all funds in such depository as the Council 
shall direct and shall make and preserve a faithful record of such funds and shall re 
port on all receipts, and expenditures and the amount and nature of all funds in his 
possession and custody, at each regular meeting of the General Tribal Council, and at 
such other times as requested by the Council or the Executive Council 

He shall not pay out or otherwise disburse any funds in his possession or custody, 
except in accordance with a resolution duly passed by the Council. 
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The Treasurer shall be required to give a bond satisfactory to the Council and to 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

SEC. 5. The duties of all appointive boards or officers of the Community shall 
be clearly defined by resolutions of the Council at the time of their creation or ap- 
pointment. Such boards and officers shall report to the Council from time to time as 
required, and their activities and decisions shall be subject to the review of the 
Council upon the petition of any person aggrieved. 

ARTICLE II — EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETINGS 

The Executive Council shall meet regularly on the first Monday of January, April, 
July, and November, and at such other time as the Council may by resolution provide, 

ARTICLE III — RATIFICATION OF CONSTITUTION AND BY- LAV/ S 

This Constitution and By-laws, when adopted by a majority vote of the adult In- 
dians of the Wisconsin Potawatomies, residing on the land reserved for Wisconsin Pota 
watomies in Forest County, Wisconsin, voting at a special election called by the Se-"" 
cretary of the Interior, in which at least thirty percent of those entitled to vote 
shall vote, shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior for his approval, 
and shall be effective from the date of such approval. 

*** 

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 

Pursuant to an order, approved October 8, 1936, by the Secretary of the Interior, 
the attached Constitution and By-laws were submitted for ratification to the Wiscon- 
sin Potawatomies residing on lands reserved by the United States for the Wisconsin 
Potawatomies in Forest County, Wisconsin, and were on November 14, 1936, duly adopt- 
ed by a vote of 44 for, and 5 against, in an election in which over 30 percent of 
those entitled to vote cast their ballots, in accordance with Section 16 of the In- 
dian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended by the Act of 
June 15, 1935, (49 Stat. 378). 

IffiNRY RITCHIE, 

Chairman of Election Board. 

ISAAC GEORGE, 

Secretary of the Election Board. 



J. C. CAVILL, 

Superintendent in charge of the Reservation. 



I» Harold L. Ickes, the Secretary of the Interior of the United States of Ameri- 
ca, by virtue of the authority granted me by the Act of June 18, 1934, (48 Stat. 
984), as amended, do hereby approve the attached Constitution and By-laws of the 
Forest County Potawatomi Community. 



0 



All rules and regulations heretofore promulgated by the Interior Department or 
by the Office of Indian Affairs, ao far as they may be incompatible with any of the 
provisions of the said Constitution or By-laws are hereby declared inapplicable to 
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the Forest County Potawatomi Community. 

All officers and employees of the Interior Department are ordered to abide by the 
provisions of the said Constitution and By -laws. 

Approval recommended December 10, 1936. 

JOHN COLLIER, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 



Washington, D.C., February 6, 1937. 



HAROLD L, ICKES, 
Secretary of the interior. 

[SEAL] 
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CORPORATE CHARTER OP THE STCCKBRIDGE MUNSEE COMMUNITY 
OF WISCONSIN 

Ratified May 21, 1938 



Whereas, the Stockbridge Munsee Community of Wisconsin constitutes a recognized 
Indian tribe organized under a constitution and by-laws ratified by the Community on 
October 30, 1937, and approved by the Secretary of the Interior on November 18, 1937, 
pursuant to Section 16 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat« 984), as amended by the 
Act of June IS, 1935 (49 Stat, 378); and 

Whereas, more than one-third of the adult members of the Community have petitioned 
that a charter of incorporation be granted to such Community, subject to ratifica- 
tion by a vote of the adult Indians living an the reservation; 

Now, therefore, I, Oscar L. Chapman, Assistant Secretary of the Interior, by vir- 
tue of the authority conferred upon me by the said Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat, 
984), do hereby issue and submit this Charter of incorporation to the Stockbridge 
Munsee Community to become effective upon ratification by a majority vote of the 
adult Indians living on the reservation voting in an election in which at least 30 
per cent of the eligible voters cast their ballots, 

1, Corporate Existence , In order to further the economic development of the Stock 
bridge Munsee Community by conferring upon the said Community certain corporate 
rights, powers, privileges, and immunities; and to provide for the proper exercise by 
the Community of various functions heretofore performed by the Department of the In- 
terior, the aforesaid Community . is hereby chartered as a body politic and corporate 
of the United States of America, under the corporate name "Stockbridge Munsee Commun- 
ity o" 

2, Perpetual Succession , The Stockbridge Munsee Community shall, as a Federal 
Corporation, have perpetual succession, 

3, Membership , The Stockbridge Munsee Community shall be a membership corpora- 
tion, Its members shall consist of all persons now or hereafter members of the Com- 
munity, as provided by its duly ratified and approved constitution and by-laws, 

4, Management . The Community Council of the Stockbridge Munsee Community esta- 
blished in accordance with the said constitution and by-laws of the Community, shall 
exercise all the corporate powers hereinafter enumerated, 

5, Corporate Powers . The Community, subject to any restrictions contained in the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, or in the Constitution and By-laws of the 
said Community, shall have the following corporate powers, in addition to all powers 
already conferred or guaranteed by the Community Constitution and By-laws, 

(a) To adopt, use, and alter at its pleasure a corporate seal. 

(b) To purchase, take by gift, bequest, or otherwise, own, hold, manage, operate 

and dispose of property of every description, real and personal, subject to 
the following limitations: 
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(1) No sale or mortgage may be made by the Community of any land, or inter- 

ests in land, including water and mineral rights, now or hereafter held 
by the Community within the boundaries of the Stockbridge Munsee Reser- 
vation. 

(2) No mortgage may be made by the Community of any standing timber on any 

land now or hereafter held by the Community within the boundaries of 
the Stockbridge Munsee Reservation. 

(3) Leases or permits (which terms shall not include land assignments to mem 

bers of the Community) may be made to members of the Community, on any 
land now or hereafter owned by the tribe, for a term of one year with- 
out the approval of the Secretary of the Interior; timbeivsale con- 
tracts and leases except one-year leases to members , may be made for 
terms not to exceed ten years with the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior or his duly authorized representative: Provided . That any 
leases requiring substantial improvements of the land may be made for 
longer periods when authorized by law. 

(4) No action shall be taken by or in behalf of the Community which shall in 

any way operate to destroy or injure the natural resources of the Stock 
bridge Munsee Reservation. All leases^ permits, and timber sale con- 
tracts relating to the use of Community grazing or timber lands shall 
conform to regulations of the Secretary of the Interior authorized by 
Section 6 of the Act of June 18, 1934, with respect to range carrying 
capacity, sustained yield forestry management, and other matters there- 
in specified. Conformity to such regulations shall be made a condition 
of any such lease, permit, or timber sale contract, whether or not such 
agreement requires the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, and 
violation of such condition shall render the agreement revocable, in 
the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior. 

(3) No distribution of corporate property to members shall be made except 
out of net income. 

(c) To borrow money from the Indian Credit Fund In accordance with the terms of 

Section 10 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), or from any other 
source, and to use such funds directly for productive Community enterprises, 
or to loan money thus borrowed to individual members or associations of mem- 
bers of the Community: Provided . That the amount of indebtedness to which the 
the Community may subject itself, other than indebtedness to the Indian Cre- 
dit Fund, shall not exceed $5,000 except with the express approval of the Se- 
cretary of the Interior. 

(d) To engage in any business or undertake any activity of any nature whatever, 

not inconsistent with law or with any provisions of this Charter. 

(e) To make and perform contracts and agreements of every description, not incon- 

sistent with law or with any provisions of this Charter: Provided . That any 
contract involving payment of money by the corporation in excess of $5,000 
in any one fiscal year shall be subjeot to the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior or his duly authorized representative. 




(f) To pledge or assign chattels or future Community Income: Provided « That no con 
tract involving a pledge of chattels or an assignment of income, other than 
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wit h the United States, shall extend more than five years from the date of 
execution nor involve payment of money in excess of one-half the net Com- 
munity income from any one source in any one year: And provided further , 

That any such contract shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior or his duly authorized representative* 

(g) To deposit corporate funds, from whatever source derived, in any national or 

state bank to the extent that such funds are insured by the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, or secured by a surety bond, or other security, ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Interior; or to deposit such funds in the 
Postal Savings Bank or with a bonded disbursing officer of the United States 
to the credit of the Community* 

(h) To sue and to be sued in courts of competent jurisdiction within the United 

States* but the grant or exercise of such power shall not be deemed a con- 
sent by the said Community or by the United States to the levy of any judg- 
ment, lien, or attachment upon the property of the Community other than 
chattels or income specially pledged or assigned* 

(i) To exercise such further incidental powers^ not inconsistent with law, as may 

be necessary to the conduct of corporate business. 

6. Termination of Supervisory Powers . At any time after five years from the ef- 

fective date of this Charter the Community Council may request the termina- 
tion of any supervisory power reserved to the Secretary of the Interior un- 
der sections 5 (b),3,.B (c), 5 (e), 5 (f), 5 (g), and section 9 of this 
Charter, The Secretary of the Interior, if he shall approve the request, 
shall submit the question of termination to the Community for referendum. 
Such termination shall become effective upon ratification by a majority vote 
of the adult members of the Community in an election in which at least 30 
per cent of the eligible voters vote* If the Secretary of the Interior 
shall disapprove the request for termination or fail to approve or disap- 
prove it within 90 days after its receipt, the question may then be sub- 
mitted by the Secretary, or by the Community Council to the Community for 
referendum and if the termination is approved by two- thirds of the eligible 
voters living within the reservation, it shall be effective. 

7. Corporate Property > No property rights of the Stockbridge Munsee Community, 
as heretofore constituted, shall be in any way impaired by anything contained in 
this Charter, and the Community ownership of unallotted lands, whether or not as- 
signed to the use of any particular individuals, is hereby expressly recognized. The 
individually owned property of members of the Community shall not be subject to any 
corporate debts or liabilities, without such owners T consent. Any existing lawful 
debts of the Community shall continue in force, except as such debts may be satis- 
fied or cancelled pursuant to law, 

8. Reserve Fund * Twenty-five per cent of net income from corporate enterprises 
shall be placed in a general reserve fund, annually, until said reserve fund equals 
not less than 25 per cent of the capital investment in such corporate enterprises. 
Thereafter, the amount of net income to be devoted to the reserve fund may be op- 
tional, except that amounts expended therefrom shall be replaced in the same manner 
that the fund was created. This fund shall be used for repairs, replacements, im- 
provements and development of corporate enterprises. 




9, Corporate Dividends . The Community may issue to each of its members a non- 
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transf arable certificate of membership evidencing the equal share of each member in 
the corporate assets of the Community and may distribute per capita, among the re- 
cognized members of the Community, all profits of corporate enterprise over and above 
sums necessary to defray corporate obligations, and over and above sums which may be 
devoted to the establishment of a reserve fund. the construction of public works, the 
costs of public enterprises, the expenses of Community government, the needs of char- 
ity, or other corporate purposes. No such distribution of profits in any one year 
amounting to more than one-half of the accrued surplus shall be made without the ap- 
proval of the Secretary of the Interior. No distribution of the financial assets of 
the Community shall be made except as provided herein or as authorized by Congress. 

10. Corporate Accounts , The officers of the Community shall maintain accurate and 
complete public accounts of the financial affairs of the Community, which shall clear- 
ly show all credits, debts, pledges, and assignments, and shall furnish an annual 
balance sheet and report of the financial affairs of the Community to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. The books of the Treasurer shall be open to Inspection by members 
of the Community or duly authorized representatives of the Government. 

11. Amendments , This Charter shall not be revoked or surrendered except by Act of 
Congress, but amendments may be proposed by resolutions of the council which, if ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Interio^ shall be effective when ratified by a major- 
ity vote of the adult members living on the reservation at a popular referendum in 
which at least 30 per cent of the eligible voters vote. 

12. Ratification , This Charter shall be effective from and after the date of its 
ratification by a majority vote of the adult members of the Stockbridge Munsee Com- 
munity living on the Stockbridge Munsee Reservation, provided at least 30 per cent 
of the eligible voters shall vote, such ratification to be formally certified by the 
Superintendent of the Tomah Agency and the President of the Community Council of the 
Stockbridge Munoae Community. 

Submitted by the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for ratification by the Stock 
bridge Munsee Community. 



OSCAR L. CHAPMAN, 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
Washington, D.C., April 6, 1938. [SEAL] 

*** 

CERTIFICATION 

Pursuant to Section 17 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984) this Charter, 
issued on April 6, 1938 by the Assistant Secretary of the Interior to the Stockbridge 
Munsee Community of Wisconsin, was duly submitted for ratification to the adult mem- 
bers living within the Reservation and was on May 21, 1938 duly ratified by a vote of 
94 for and none against, in an election in which over 30 per cent of those entitled 
to vote cast their ballots. 

HARRY A. CHICKS, 

President, Community Council. 

PERU FARVER, 

Superintendent, Tomah Agency 



0 



*** 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OP THE SJOCKBRIDGE MUNSEE 
COMMUNITY, WISCONSIN 



Approved November 18, 1937 



PREAMBLE 

We, the people of the Stockbridge and Munsee Band of Mohican Indians, grateful 
to the Great Spirit for his fostering care, in order to reestablish our tribal or- 
ganization, to conserve and develop our common resources and to promote the welfare 
of ourselves and our descendants, do ordain and establish this Constitution and By- 
laws* 

Article I - Name 

The name of this Community shall be n The Stockbridge Munsee Community. 11 

ARTICLE II — TERRITORY 

' The jurisdiction of the Stockbridge Munsee Community shall extend to all lands 
purchased, heretofore or hereafter, by the United States for the benefit of said Com 
munity, 

ARTICLE III — MEMBERSHIP 

SECTION 1. The membership of the Stockbridge Munsee Community shall be composed 
of all persons whose names appear on the Stockbridge Allotment Roll of 1910 and who 
are residing within the original confines of the Stockbridge Reservation, in Shawano 
County, State of Wisconsin, on the date of the adoption of this Constitution and By- 
laws. 

SEC, 2. Descendants of members of the Community, as provided for in Section 1 of 
this Article, shall be members provided such descendants are of one-fourth or more 
Stockbridge Munsee Indian blood and are residing within the original confines of the 
Stockbridge Reservation on the date of the adoption of this Constitution and By-laws, 

SEC* 3. All children of one— fourth or more Indian blood born to members of the 
Community shall be members; Provided f That the parents are residents of the Commun- 
ity on the date of the birth of said child, 

SEC, 4. The Tribal Council shall have authority to promulgate ordinances, sub- 
ject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, governing the adoption of new 
members and loss of membership in the Community, 

ARTICLE IV — GOVERNING BODY 

SECTION 1. The governing body of the Stockbridge Munsee Community shall be a Tri- 
bal Council, composed of a President, a Vice-President, a Treasurer and four council- 
men, to be elected by popular referendum. 

SEC. 2. The officers and councilmen shall be elected as follows: the President 
and Treasurer shall be elected for a term of two years, the Vice-President and four 
councilmen shall be elected for a term of one year. 
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SEC. 3. The Tribal Council shall have authority to appoint a Secretary and such 
boards and committees as may be deemed necessary. 

SEC. 4. Any member of the Stockbridge Munsee Community is eligible to be elected 
to the Tribal Council; Provided , That he is 25 years of age or over and has maintained 
a continuous residence in the Community for at least one year immediately preceding 
his election. 

SEC. 5. Any member of the Community who is 21 years of age or over shall be en- 
titled to vote in any election at which he presents himself at the polls on election 
day during the official voting hours. 

SEC. 6. The present Business Committee shall call, hold, and supervise the first 
Tribal Council election within 60 days after the adoption and approval of this Consti- 
tution and By-laws under such rules and regulations as the committee may provide. The 
Tribal Council shall provide by ordinance, rules and regulations governing the date 
and manner of holding future elections. 

ARTICLE V — REMOVAL 

SECTION 1. The Tribal Council may, by an affirmative vote of five, expel any mem- 
ber of the Council for neglect of duty or gross misconduct; Provided , That the accused 
shall be given an opportunity to answer any and all charges at a designated Council 
meeting. The decision of the Tribal Council shall be final. 

SEC. 2* The Tribal Council shall fill vacancies in the Council caused by death, 
removal, resignations, or otherwise, such appointment to be in force and effect until 
the next annual election. 



.ARTICLE VI — REFERENDUM 

Upon a petition of at least 30 per cent of the eligible voters of the Community, 
any enacted or proposed ordinance, resolution or other regulative act of the Tribal 
Council shall be submitted to a referendum of the qualified voters of the Community. 

ARTICLE VII — POWERS 

SECTION 1. Enumerated Power s,— The Tribal Council of the Stockbridge Munsee Com- 
munity shall exercise the following powers, subject to any limitations imposed by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States and this Constitution and By-laws: 

(a) To negotiate with the Federal, State, and local governments; 

(b) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing of fees to be sub- 

ject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior. 

(c) To veto any sale, disposition, lease, or encumbrance of Community lands, in- 

terests in lands, or other Community assets. 

(d) To advise with the Secretary of the Interior with regard to all appropriation 

estimates or Federal projects for the benefit of the Community prior to the 

submission of such estimates to the Bureau of the Budget and to Congress; 

(e) To manage all economic affairs and enterprises of the Community in accordance 

with the terms of a charter that may be issued to the Community by the Se- 
tt 
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cretary of the Interior; 

(f) To promulgate and enforce ordinances, subject to the approval of the Secre- 

tary of the Interior, governing the conduct of members of the Community; 
providing for the manner of making, holding, and revoking assignments of 
land or interests therein; providing for the levying of assessments on mem- 
bers of the Community and the appropriation of available Community funds for 
public purposes; providing for the licensing of nonmembers coming upon the 
reservation for purposes of hunting, fishing, trading, or other business, 
and for the exclusion from the territory of the Community of persons not so 
licensed; and establishing proper agencies for law enforcement in the Cornmun 
ity; Provided That no assessments made on the members of the Community shall 
be effective until ratified by a majority vote in an election called for that 
purpose in which at least 30 per cent of the qualified voters shall vote. 

(g) To charter subordinate organizations, subject to the approval of the Secre- 

tary of the Interior, for economic purposes and to delegate to such organi- 
zations, or to any subordinate boards or officials of the Community any of 
the foregoing powers, reserving the right to review any action taken by vir- 
tue of such delegated power; 

(h) To adopt resolutions not inconsistent with this Constitution and By-laws, re- 

gulating the procedure of the Tribal Council itself and of other agencies, 
officials, and organizations of the Community. 

SEC. 2. Future Powers .-— The Tribal Council may exercise such further powers as 
may in the future be delegated to the Council by members of the Community, or by the 
Secretary of the Interior, or any other duly authorized official or agency of the 
State or Federal Government. 

SEC. 3. Reserved Powers ,— -Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Stock- 
bridge and Munsee Band of Mohican Indians, but not expressly referred to in this Con 
stitution, shall not be abridged by this Article, but may be exercised by the Cornmun 
ity through the adoption of appropriate by-laws and constitutional amendments. 

SEC. 4. Any resolution or ordinance which by the terms of this Constitution, is 
subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be presented to the Super- 
intendent of the reservation who shall, within ten days thereafter, approve or disap- 
prove the same. 

If the Superintendent shall approve any ordinance or resolution, it shall there- 
upon become effective, but the Superintendent shall transmit a copy of the same, bear- 
ing his endorsement, to the Secretary of the Interior, who may, within 90 days from 
the date of enactment, rescind the said ordinance or resolution for any cause, by no- 
tifying the tribal council of such rescission. 

If the Superintendent shall refuse to approve any ordinance or resolution sub- 
mitted to him, within ten days after its enactment, he shall advise the Council of 
his reasons therefor. If these reasons appear to the Council insufficient, it may, 
by a majority vote, refer the ordinance or resolution to the Secretary of the Inter- 
ior, who may, within 90 days from the date of its enactment, approve the same in 
writing, whereupon the said ordinance or resolution shall become effective. 

ARTICLE VIII — AMENDMENTS 




This Constitution and By-laws may be amended by a majority vote of the qualified 
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voters of the Community at an election called for that purpose by the Secretary of 
the Interior; Provided . That at least 30 per cent of those entitled to vote shall 
vote in such election; but no amendment shall become effective until it shall have 
been approved by the Secretary of the Interior, 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to call an election on any 
proposed amendment upon the receipt of a petition submitted by the Tribal Council 
signed by not less than one-third of the qualified voters of the Stockbridge Munsee 
Community, 



%*♦ 

BY-LAWS OF THE STOCKBRIDGE MUNSEE COMMUNITY, WISCONSIN 
ARTICLE I — DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

SECTION 1, Duties of the President,— It shall be the duty of the President to 
preside over all meetings of the Council and to carry out the orders of the Tribal 
Council. It 6hall be the duty of the President to countersign all checks drawn 
against the funds of the Community by the Treasurer, 

SEC, 2, Duties of the Vice-President,— The Vice-President shall assist the Presi- 
dent when called upon to do so and in the absence of the President, he shall preside. 
When so presiding he shall have all the rights, privileges and duties as well as the 
responsibilities of the President, 

SEC, 3, The Secretary shall conduct all correspondence for the Council and shall 
keep an accurate record of all matters transacted at Council meetings. It shall be 
hi 3 duty to submit promptly to the Superintendent of the Jurisdiction copies of an 
minutes of regular and special meetings of the Council and to perform such other du- 
ties as the Council may direct, 

SEC, 4, The Treasurer shall accept, receive, receipt for, preserve and safeguard 
all funds in the custody of the Council, whether they be Community funds or special 
funds for which the Council is acting as trustee or custodian. He shall deposit all 
funds in such depository as the Council shall direct and shall make and preserve a 
faithful record of such funds and shall report on all rceipts and expenditures and 
the amount and nature of all funds in his possession and custody, at each regular 
meeting of the Tribal Council, and at such other times as requested. 

He shall not pay out or otherwise disburse any funds in his possession or custody, 
except in accordance with a resolution duly passed by the Tribal Council, 

The Treasurer shall be required to give a bond satisfactory to the Tribal Council 
and to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

SEC, 5, The duties of all appointive boards or officers shall be clearly defined 
by resolution at the time of their creation or appointment and such boards and offi- 
cers shall report to the Tribal Council from time to time as required, 

ARTICLE II — MEETINGS 

The Tribal Council shall meet semi-annually with members of the Community on the 
first Saturday of May and November, and at such other times as the Tribal Council 
may provide by resolution. The Tribal Council is further authorized to hold such 
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other meetings as may be provided by resolution* at which members of the Community 
may be auditors. The Tribal Council may hold executive sessions but no final decis- 
ions on matters before the Council shall be made except at open regular or special 
meetings. 



ARTICLE III — OATH OP OFFICE 

Each member of the Tribal Council and each officer, or subordinate officer, 
elected or appointed hereunder, shall take an oath of office prior to assuming the 
duties thereof, by which oath he shall pledge himself to support and defend the Con- 
stitution of the United States and this Constitution and By-laws. 

ARTICLE IV — RATIFICATION 

This Constitution and By-laws, when adopted by a majority vote of the qualified 
voters of the Stockbridge and Munsee Band of Mohican Indiana, voting at a special 
election called by the Secretary of the Interior, in which at least 30 per cent of 
those entitled to vote shall vote, shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Inter- 
ior for his approval, and shall be effective from the date of such approval. 

*** 



CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 



Pursuant to an order, approved October 4, 1937, by the Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior, the attached Constitution and By-laws was submitted for ratification to 
the qualified voters of the Stockbridge and Munsee Band of Mohican Indians of Wis- 
consin, and was on October 30, 1937, duly ratified by a vote of 119 for, and 13 
against in an election in which over 30 per cent of those entitled to vote cast their 
ballots, in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 
1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378)* 

CARL MILLER, 

Chairman of Election Board. 



PERU FARVER, 

Superintendent. 



FRED L. ROBINSON, 
Secretary of Election Board. 



**** 

If Oscar L. Chapman, the Assistant Secretary of the Interior of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority granted me by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 
Stat. 984), as amended, do hereby approve the attached Constitution and By-laws of 
the Stockbridge and Munsee Band of Mohican Indians of the Stockbridge Reservation in 
Wisconsin. 

All rules and regulations heretofore promulgated by the Interior Department or 
by the Office of Indian Affairs, so far as they may be incompatible with any of the 
provisions of the said Constitution and By-laws, are hereby declared inapplicable 
to these Indians. 

All officers and employees of the Interior Department are ordered to abide by 
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the provisions of the said Constitution and By-laws* 

Approval recommended November 13, 1937* 

F. H. DAIKER, 

Assistant to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs* 

OSCAR L. CHAPMAN, 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior, 



Washington, D.C., November 18, 1937. 



[SEAL] 



*** 



ERjt 



115 - 



CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF THE WISCONSIN WINNEBAGO TRIBE 



Ratified by the Tribe on January 19, 1963 
Approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs on February 11, 1963 
Approved by the Assistant Secretary of the Interior on March 19, 1963 

The Constitution and Bylaws approved and adopted pursuant to the Act of 
June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended. 

*** 

Since the Secretary of the Interior, in a formal legal opinion, has approved the 
organization of the Wisconsin Winnebago Indian Tribe under the provisions of the In- 
dian Reorganization Act; and since the Indian Claims Commission has also recognized 
the Tribe as an identifiable group for the purpose of settling the Tribe’s claims 
against the United States; we, members of the Wisconsin Winnebago Indian Tribe in or 
der to form a more perfect organization, secure our rights, promote the general wel- 
fare, safeguard our interests, perpetuate our traditions and tribal existence, and 
secure the blessings of democracy to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and es- 
tablish this Constitution and Bylaws for the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe. 



Article I - TERRITORY 

The jurisdiction of the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe shall embrace lands held by the 
United States for the occupancy and use of the Winnebago Indians residing in Wiscon- 
sin, and any additional lands acquired by the Federal Government for the Tribe, or 
by the Tribe. 



Article II - MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1. The following persons shall be entitled to membership in the Wiscon- 
sin Winnebago Tribe, provided such persons are of one-fourth (£) or more degree of 
Wisconsin Winnebago Indian blood, and are not enrolled or have not received land or 
money as members of any other tribe or band. 

(a) All persons of Wisconsin Winnebago Indian blood whose names appear on the of- 
ficial census roll prepared pursuant to the Act of January 18, 1881 (21 Stat. 315), 
and who are living on the date of approval of this constitution and bylaws by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

(b) All descendants of one-fourth (£) or more degree of Wisconsin Winnebago In- 
dian blood of persons whose names appear on the official census roll specified in 
(a) of this section regardless of whether such enrollees are living or deceased* 

Section 2. Any person of one- fourth (£) or more degree of Wisconsin Winnebago 
Indian blood who does not meet the requirements of Section 1 of this Article may be 
adopted by a two-thirds vote of the General Council duly called, provided at least 
20 per cent of the eligible voters of the tribe are present and vote, and provided 
further, such individual is not enrolled or has not received land or money as a mem- 
ber of any other tribe. 
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Section 3* The Business Committee shall have the power to enact ordinances con- 
sistent with this article to govern future membership, including loss of membership, 
provided that no person shall be removed from tribal membership unless it is found 
he does not meet the requirements set forth in this article and unless such removal 
is approved by two-thirds vote of the General Council and by the Secretary of the In- 
terior, 

Section 4, Within 180 days after notice is received that the Secretary of the In- 
terior has approved this constitution and bylaws the Business Committee shall furnish 
an application to each person who claims to be or who is believed to be a member of 
the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe* Members of families or friends may suggest the name 
of any individual believed to be eligible for membership. The Business Committee 
shall review all applications for enrollment, verify the information reflected there- 
in, and certify for enrollment the names of the individuals determined to meet the 
membership requirements and who were living on the date of approval of this constitu- 
tion by the Secretary of the Interior, A roll of all persons so certified shall be 
prepared and the completed roll shall be submitted to the General Council for appro- 
val and when approved by the General Council the roll shall be submitted to the Se- 
cretary of the Interior for final approval. Subsequent applications for membership 
shall be acted upon by the Business Committee at either of the first two regular meet 
ings following receipt of the application. 

Section 5, Any person who has been rejected for enrollment as a member of the 
tribe, either by the Business Committee or the Tribal Council, except those rejected 
under Section 2 of this Article, shall have the right to appeal from that decision 
to the Secretary of the Interior within six months from the date of written notice 
of rejection and the decision of the Secretary on such appeal shall be final. 

Section 6, The Business Committee shall have the authority to prescribe rules of 
procedure in addition to those specified in this Article to be followed in compiling 
and keeping current the membership roll. 

Article III - RIGHTS OF MEMBERS 

All members of the Wisconsin Winnebago Indian Tribe shall be accorded by the gov- 
erning body equal rights, equal protection, and equal opportunities to participate 
in the economic resources and activities of the tribe, and no member shall be denied 
any of the constitutional rights or guarantees enjoyed by other citizens of the Unit 
ed States, including but not limited to freedom of religion and conscience, freedom 
of speech, the right to orderly association or assembly, the right to petition for 
action or the redress of grievances, and due process of law. 

Article IV - ORGANIZATION OF THE GOVERNING BODY 

Section 1, The governing body of the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe of Indians shall 
be a Business Committee consisting of not less than nine (9) nor more than twelve(12) 
members elected by secret ballot as provided in Article V, 

i 

Section 2, The Business Committee shall select from within the Committee a vice- 
ciiairman, and may select from within or without the Committee a secretary and a treas 
uxer. When selected from without the Committee the secretary and treasurer shall 
have no vote in the proceedings of the Committee, 

Section 3, The members of the Business Committee shall be qualified voters of the 
Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe, 25 years of age and over, and of £ degree Wisconsin Winne- 

O 



bago Indian blood. The members of the Business Committee shall take office the first 
Monday of the month following the month of their election. 

Section 4. There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the chairman of 
the Business Committee who shall be the chairman of the Executive Committee , the 
vice-chairman t and two (2) members of the Business Committee selected by the Busi- 
ness Committee. The Executive Committee shall exercise such powers as may be dele- 
gated by the Business Committee by formal resolutions. 

Article V - NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 

Section 1. (a) The first election of the Business Committee hereunder shall be 

called and held within sixty (60) days following the adoption and approval of the 
Constitution and Bylaws under the arrangements and supervision of the provisional 
Business Committee and the Superintendent. 

(b) For the purposes of the first election of the Business Committee 
representatives, any person 21 years of age and over as of September 30, 1962,whose 
name appears on the official census roll of June 1943 of the Wisconsin Winnebago 
Tribe of Indians or any descendent of such person of £ or more degree of Wisconsin 
Winnebago Indian blood shall be eligible to vote as a member of the tribe. The roll 
of the electorate for the first election shall be drawn up by the provisional Busi- 
ness Committee established by the Winnebago Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin in a gen- 
eral council meeting held on October 21, 1961. 

Section 2. In any election of the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe after the election 
to adopt the Constitution and Bylaws and to elect the first Business Committee, eli- 
gible voters shall be enrolled members of the tribe 21 years of age and over. 

Section 3. For the purposes of the first election the Black River Falls Area, 
consisting of Clark, Eau Claire, and Jackson counties, shall elect three members to 
the Business Committee; the Wisconsin Dells Area, consisting of Wood, Juneau, Adams, 
Columbia, and Sauk counties, shall elect three members to the Business Committee; the 
La Crosse-Tomah Area, consisting of La Crosse, Monroe, and Vernon counties, shall 
elect one member to the Business Committee; the Wittenberg Area, consisting of Mara- 
thon and Shawano counties, shall elect one member to the Business Committee; and 
three members will be elected at large from outside of the above areas to the Busi- 
r 5 ss Committee; thereafter, 2/3 of the membership shall be elected from these areas 
and 1/3 shall be elected at large. The area elected members shall represent their 
respective areas. 

Section 4. At three year intervals beginning in 1965, the Business Committee 
shall study the population distribution of the tribal membership and as necessary 
make provision for redistricting so as to insure equitable representation on the 
Business Committee. Changes in election districts shall be completed at least six 
months in advance of the following election, and appropriate notice of such changes 
shall be provided the tribal membership within 30 days after approval by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior. * 

Section 5. For the purpose of the first election the two members elected to the 
Business Committee receiving the least number of votes from the Black River Falls 
Area, the two members elected receiving the least number of votes from the Wisconsin 
Dells Area, the two M-Large representatives receiving the least number of votes 
shall be elected for a two year term. All other members elected to the Business 
Committee shall be elected for a four year term. Thereafter the term of office for 
all members shall be four (4) years. 
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Section 8. The Chairman of the Business Committee shall be elected at large and 
shall serve for a four (4) year term. 

Section 7. Any qualified member of the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe of Indians may 
become a candidate for office on the Business Committee by filing notice of his can- 
didacy with the Secretary of the Business Committee, or with the Secretary of the 
provisional committee for the purposes of the first election. The notice must be 
supported by the signatures of at least ten eligible voters of the candidate’s area. 
Candidates for the office of Chairman of the Business Committee must file such no- 
tice supported by the signatures of ten eligible voters from any of the areas* All 
candidates notices must be filed no sooner than 120 days nor later than 30 days pri- 
or to the election date. The secretary shall publicize by bulletin the names of the 
candidates for committeemen and chairman to the designated areas at least ten days 
before the election. 

Section 8. Absentee ballots shall be furnished to eligible members upon their 
request to the Business Committee secretary. 

Article V i - REMOVAL FROM OFFICE 

Section 1. (a) The Business Committee by a two-thirds (2/3) vote may remove any 

member of the Committee from office for malfeasance, for dereliction or neglect of 
duty, for unexcused failure to attend three regular meetings in succession, for con- 
viction of a felony in any county, state or federal court while in office or for any 
willful and persistent misconduct reflecting on the dignity and integrity of the 
Business Committee or tribe or failure to comply with any provisions of the Consti- 
tution and Bylaws. Notice in writing stating the charges shall be served upon the 
accused by the Business Committee and he shall have 30 days to answer said charges 
in person or in writing. 

(b) Any member of the tribe may prefer charges by written notice stajb 
ing any of the reasons for removal in Section 1 (a) of this article against any mem- 
ber or members of the Business Committee supported by the signatures of at least 20 
per cent of the eligible voters of the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe of Indians. The no 
tice must be submitted to the Business Committee. The Business Committee shall con- 
sider such written notice and take the following action: The accused shall be given 

thirty (30) days from the delivery of notice stating the charges within which to an- 
swer the notice and to request a hearing before the Business Committee or before a 
special meeting of the Tribe in general council called for the purpose of the hear- 
ing. The hearing will be held before the Business Committee or the general council 
within (30) days from date of receipt of request for a hearing. The decision of the 
Business Committee or the General Council whichever is hearing the case shall be fi- 
nal. When the Business Committee does not act as a general council shall be called 
for final decision. 

Section 2. When a special meeting of the general council is not initiated by the 
Business Committee, the call shall be by written notice (petition) which states the 
charges against any member of the Business Committee supported by the signatures of 
no less than 20 per cent of the eligible voters of the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe of 
Indians. The call shall specify the time and place of the hearing, and it shall be 
mandatory on the Business Committee to issue the call at the time and place speci- 
fied in the petition. 




Section 3. In the event the Business Committee fails to call a special general 
council meeting as required by Section 2 of this article, the membership may by pe- 
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tition supported by the signatures of no less than 20 percent of the eligible voters 
of the V/ i sc on sin Winnebago Tribe of Indians request the Secretary of the Interior or 
his authorized representative to call a special general council meeting for the pur- 
pose of a hearing, The Superintendent shall certify that the persons signing the pe 
tition are qualified voters of the tribe. 

Article VII - VACANCIES 

Section 1. If any vacancies occur in the membership of the Business Committee 
through resignation, recall, impeachment or death, the area from which the member is 
elected shall proceed to elect a new member to complete the unexpired term. If the 
area fails to act within 90 days the Business Committee shall appoint a successor. 

Section 2. If the chairmanship of the Business Committee becomes vacant for any 
reason, that office shall be filled in the following manners 

(1) When the unexpired term is less than twelve (12) months the vice-chairman 
shall assume the office in an acting capacity for the remainder of the term, 

(2) When the unexpired term is twelve (12) months or more, it shall be the du- 
ty of the Business Committee to call an election for the purpose of filling the va- 
cancy, The member elected shall serve only for the unexplred term. 

Article VIII - MANNER OF REVIEW 

Section 1. Any resolution or ordinance which by the terms of this Constitution 
and Bylaws is subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior, or his authorized 
representative, shall be presented to the Superintendent of the reservation who shall 
within ten (10) days after its receipt by him approve or disapprove the same. 

If the Superintendent shall approve any ordinance or resolution it shall thereupon 
become effective, but the Superintendent shall transmit a copy of the same, bearing 
his endorsement, to the Secretary of the Interior, who may within ninety (90) days 
from date of approval, rescind the ordinance or resolution for any cause, by notify- 
ing the Business Committee. 

If the Superintendent shall refuse to approve any resolution or ordinance submit- 
ted to him, within ten (10) days after its receipt by him he shall advise the Busi- 
ness Committee of his reasons therefor in writing. If these reasons appear to the 
Business Committee insufficient, it may, by a majority vote, refer the ordinance or 
resolution to the Secretary of the Interior, who may, within ninety (90) days from 
the date of its referral, approve or reject the same in writing, whereupon the said 
ordinance or resolution shall be in effect or rejected accordingly. 

Article IX - AMENDMENTS 



Whenever the Business Committee, by a two-thirds (2/3) vote, or the tribal member, 
ship by petition by twenty (20) per cent of the adult members of the tribe, calls 
for the submission of an amendment, the Secretary of the Interior shall call an elec 
tlon upon the proposed amendment to the Constitution and Bylaws. If at such an elec 
tion the amendment is adopted by a majority vote of the adult members of the tribe 
voting therein, provided at least thirty (30) percent of those entitled to vote shall 
vote, such amendment shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior, and, if ap- 
proved by him, shall thereupon take effect* 




Article X - POWERS OF THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE 
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Section 1, The Business Committee of the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe shall have the 
following powers, subject to any limitation imposed by the Constitution or the Statu- 
tes of the Uhited States, and subject further to all expressed restrictions upon such 
powers contained in this Constitution and Bylaws* 

(a) To consult, negotiate, contract, and conclude agreements on behalf of the 
tribe with Federal, State, or local governments and other corporations, associations, 
partnerships, and other organizations or individuals on all matters within the powers 
of the tribal business committee expressed herein. 

(b) To employ legal counsel for the protection and advancement of the rights 
of the tribe and its members, and other professional people or technical specialists 
as necessary th© choice of counsel and fixing of fees to be subject to the approval 
of the Secretary of the Interior. 

(c) To purchase and acquire lands for tribal purposes, provided, that where 
restricted funds are used or title is to be taken in the United States in trust for 
the Tribe such acquisition shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

(d) As authorized by law, to manage^ lease, permit, sell, or otherwise deal 
with tribal lands, interests in lands or other tribal assets. 

(e) To receive and make recommendations on Bureau of Indian Affairs appropria- 
tion estimates for the tribe. 

(f ) To administer any funds within the control of the tritoo; to make expendi- 
tures from available funds for public purposes, including salaries or other remunera 
tion of tribal officials, employees or members. Such salaries or renumeration shall 
be paid only for services actually authorized in a regular and legal manner and ac- 
tually rendered. All expenditures by the Business Committee shall be in accord with 
a previously approved budget, and the amount so paid shall be a matter of public re- 
cord at all times. 

(g) To manage any and all economic affairs and enterprises of the Wisconsin 
Winnebago Tribe and to engage In any business not contrary to state or federal law 
applicable to Indian tribes that will further the economic development of the tribe 
or its members and to use tribal funds or other resources for such purposes. To make 
recommendations to Congress on matters of interest or benefit to the tribe. To en- 
courage Winnebago Indian arts, crafts and culture, and perpetuate traditions, 

(h) To levy taxes and license fees upon members of the Wisconsin Winnebago 
Tribe and to levy taxes and license fees, subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior, upon non-members doing business on tribal lands. 

(i) To prevent the sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of tribal lands, or 
other tribal assets without the consent of the tribe* 

(j) To determine tribal membership pursuant to Article II of this Constitution 
and Bylaws. 

(k) To appoint subordinate committees, officials, and employees not otherwise 
provided for in this Constitution and Bylaws. 
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(1) To promote public health, education, charity, and such other services as 
may contribute to the social advancement of the members of the Wisconsin Winnebago 
Tribe. 



(m) To enact ordinances governing elections and redistricting. 

(n) To define policies, formulate plans, set objectives, and promote ways and 
means to carry them out. 

(o) To maintain the tribal headquarters at Black River Falls, Wisconsin, and 
to shift it only on approval of a tribal referendum. 

(p) To charter subordinate organizations for economic purposes and to regulate 
the activities of such organizations by ordinance or resolution. 

(q) To purchase under condemnation proceedings allotted Indian land needed for 
public or tribal purposes when authorized by Federal or State law. 

Section 2. To delegate by ordinance or resolution to tribal officials, district 
councils, or associations any of the foregoing powers of the Business Committee reser 
ving the right to review any action taken by virtue of such delegated power. 

Article XI - REFERENDUM 

Upon a petition signed by twenty (20) per cent of the eligible voters of the tribe 
submitted to the Business Committee, or by an affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of 
the Wisconsin Winnebago Business Committee, any enacted or proposed resolution or or- 
dinance of the Business Committee shall be submitted to a referendum of the eligible 
voters of the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe. The majority of the votes cast in such re- 
ferendum shall be conclusive and binding on the Business Committee, provided that at 
least twenty (20) per cent of the members entitled to vote actually vote. The Busi- 
ness Committee shall call such referendum and prescribe the manner of conducting the 
vote. 



Article XII - ADOPTION 

This Constitution and Bylaws, when ratified by a majority vote of the adult mem- 
bers of the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe voting at an election called for the purpose by 
the Secretary of the Interior, provided that at least thirty (30) per cent of those 
entitled to vote shall vote in such election shall be submitted to the Secretary of 
the Interior, and, if approved, shall be effective from the date of approval. 



BYLAWS 

Article I - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1. The Chairman of the Business Committee shall preside over all meetings 
of the Business Committee and exercise any authority specifically delegated to him as 
provided in Article X, Section 2, of this Constitution. As Chairman of the Business 
Committee and the Executive Committee he shall at all times have general supervision 
of the affairs of the Business Committee, Executive Committee and the Tribe. He shall 
call all meetings of the General Council required by this Constitution and Bylaws. He 
shall preside at all General Council meetings. In the event the Treasurer is incapa- 
citated the Chairman shall pay out money when authorized by resolution of the Busi- 
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ness Committee. He shall vote only in case of a tie. 

Section 2. The Vice-Chairman of the Business Committee shall assist the Chairman 
when called upon to do so and in the absences of the Chairman shall preside. When 
so presiding he shall have all the rights, privileges, and duties as well as the re- 
sponsibilities of the Chairman. 

Section 3. The Secretary shall keep an accurate record of all minutes ? resolu- 
tions, and ordinances enacted by the Business Committee and General Council meetings 
and shall take other actions in accordance with established procedures. In addition, 
the Secretary shall be responsible for all files, records, and correspondence of the 
Business Committee, the General Council and the Executive Committee-). The Secretary 
shall transmit copies of the minutes of the General Council and Buslines s Committee 
meetings to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs or his authorised representative. The 
Secretary shall be responsible for the preparation of all notices required by this 
Constitution and Bylaws. 

Section 4. (a) The Treasurer of the Business Committee shall accept, receive, 

receipt for, safeguard and deposit all funds of the Committee and General Council in 
a national bank or state chartered bank, provided such banks carry deposit insurance 
with the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. The Treasurer shall keep an accurate 
record of receipts, deposits, and expenditures open to committee inspection and audit 
at the direction of the Committee. 

(b) He shall pay out money in accordance with the budget previously 
approved by the Business Committee. 

(c) He shall make written reports of receipts, deposits, and expendi- 
tures to the Business Committee at each regular and special meeting. 

(d) He shall be bonded at tribal expense in such an amount as the Bus.1 
ness Committee, by resolution, shall provide. The bond shall be satisfactory to the 
Business Committee and the Secretary of the Interior or his authorized representative* 

(e) The books and records of the treasurer shall be audited at least 
once ever year, or more frequently as otherwise directed by the Business Committee, 
by a certified public accountant, or by a reputable or licensed accountant. The audit 
report report shall be made available to the Business Committee. Copies of the audit 
reports shall be filed with the Bureau of Indian Affairs. If such audits are not 
made or copies furnished as provided herein, the audits may be made by the Commission 
er of Indian Affairs* 

Section 5. It shall be the duty of the Business Committee and each member thereof 
to promote the general welfare cf the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe and to carry out the 
provisions and purposes of this Constitution and Bylaws. 

Article II - OATH 

All duly elected members of the Business Committee who have been certified shall 
be installed as provided in Article IV, Section 3. Upon subscribing to the follow- 
ing oath to be administered by an officer authorized to administer oaths: 

I, _ | do solemnly swear that I will support 

and defend the Constitution of the United States against all 
enemies; that I will faithfully and impartially carry out the 
duties of my office to the best of my ability; that I will 
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cooperate, promote f and protect the best interests of the 

tribe, in accordance with the Constitution and Bylaws of 

the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe* 

Article III - MEETINGS 

Section 1, An annual General Council meeting cf the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe 
shall be held during the month of September at the time and place designated by the 
Wisconsin Winnebago Business Committee* Ten (10) per cent of the eligible voters of 
the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe shall constitute a quorum for General Council meetings 
and no official action shall be transacted in the absence of a quorum at any time. 

Section 2 0 Regular quarterly meetings of the Business Committee shall be held on 
the second Saturday of January, April, July, and October* Fifty-one (51) per cent 
of the members shall constitute a quorum of the Easiness Committee and no official 
action shall be transacted in the absence of a quorum at any time. 

Section 3, Special meetings of the General Council and the Business Committee may 
be called by request of the chairman, or a majority of the members of the Business 
Committee, or upon petition by twenty (20) per cent of the eligible voters of the 
tribe, and the Committee or the Council shall have the power to transact business as 
in regular meetings when a quorum is present. Public notices shall be made not more 
than 30 days nor less than 10 days prior to the date of the meeting. 

Section 4. (-) All sessions of the Business Committee (except executive sessions) 

shall be open to all members of the tribe, ©allotting at all sessions shall be eith- 
er by acclamation or by secret written ballot, as the presiding officer shall direct. 

(b) The Business Committee may, upon motion duly passed, go into exe- 
cutive session. At such sessions all persons shall be excluded from the meeting cham 
ber, and any person whose presence shall be required before the Committee shall be de 
signated by the Chairman * and no other persons shall be allowed to be present other 
than the members of the Committee and its officers. 

Section 5. The order of business in any regular or special meeting of the Business 
Committee shall be as follows; 

(a) Call to order by the Chairman 

(b) Roll Call 

(c) Prayer 

(d) Reading of minutes of last meeting 

(e) Reports 

(f) Unfinished Business 

(g) New Business 

(h) Adjournment 



CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 

Pursuant to an order approved December 3 1962, by the Assistant Secretary 

of the Interior, John A. Carver, Jr., the attached Constitution and Bylaws of the Wis 
cons in Winnebago Tribe, Wisconsin, was submitted for adoption to the qualified voters 
of the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe and was on January 19 . 1963, duly adopted by a 
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vote of 514 for, and 5 against In an election In which at least thirty (30) p^r 
cent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots, in accordance with section 10 of 
the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended. 

/s/ Mitchell Whiterabbit _ 

Chairman, Provisional Business Committee 
of the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe 



/s/ Helen Miner Miller 

Secretary, Provisional Business Committee 
of the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe 



/s/ E # J« Riley - January 21 « 1963 

Superintendent , Great Lakes Agency 



***** 



I, John A. Carver, Jr,, Assistant Secretary of the Interior of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority granted me by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 
Stat* 984), as amended, do hereby approve the attached constitution and bylaws of the 
Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe, 

All rules and regulations heretofore promulgated by the Interior Department or by 
the Office of Indian Affairs, so far as they may be incompatible with any of the pro- 
visions of the said constitution and bylaws are hereby declared inapplicable to the 
Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe of Indians, 

All officers and employees of the Interior Department are ordered to abide by the 
provisions of the said constitution and bylaws. 



Approval recommended: February 11, 1963 

/s/ Philleo Nash __ 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 



/s/ John A» Carver. Jr. _ 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior 

SEAL 



March 19, 1963 
Washington, D. C, 




***** 



